Hard Fighting Hurled Back VC at Airport
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Al another post A2 Walter
Hargis killed three VC and ran out
of amme, e gave his weapon to a
buddy and started back to gel
more,

When he discovered that thera
were five Viet Cong behind him,
he jumped into a ditch filled wilh
water. The VC passad and he oot
up, then a VC jumped into the
ditch beside him,

Hargis said, “I was in shock
and didn't know what to do, so 1
held out my hand and said,
‘friend.’ The VC held out his hand
automatically and I kicked him in
the face and got the hell out of
there, but the VO threw a grenade
that hit me in the back and
bounced off, [t went off, wounding
me in the legs and back.™

One of the sentry dogs, named
Rebel, was killed afler he attack-
ed a VC by the throal. “When I
| turned him loosé, I had a nolion
that he might get shot, explained
his handler, A2C Leroy March.

Two other sentry dogs were
killed attacking the VC.

Sunday might anather battle
took place, with VC whe had
slipped through the defenses.

A2C Robert Thorneburg suid,
“My dog Nemo and*l were on
post when Nemo started acting
up and headed for some bushes
nearby, 1 knew it had to be a VC,
s0 I turned him loose to see if he
could find the enemy. Nemo went
in and 1 heard a scream. 1
thought that T had better get in
there and give him a hand, 1
mn into the bushes and was
umazed to find not one, but fonr
VC there. They were as surprised
as 1 was, what with Nemo going
round and round with ene of their
pals. T grabhed one of them and
was hitling him when I was shot
myself.”

A buddy of Thorneburgs
charged the remaining VO and
managed to kill them both. Mean-
while, Nemo had killed the VC
he had attacked, biut was serious-
Iy wounded during the fight.

Scott Linney, NCO in
charge of the seniry dog section,
said, “As far as I know this is
the first time that a unit of thig
type has held off a VC attacking
force,”

He added, ‘1 had one young
fellow, A2C Marvin Elderman,
who is credited with Lilling two
VC and capturing anolher (wo,
What makes this more outstand-
ing in my mind is that it was
his Iast might of duty. He is due
to go home this week,”




