
 

 

A3C Alvin W. Curie 

Delta Bunker-11, M-60 

Dec 4-5, 1966 

 

Newsletter Correction, Vol  2, 2013 

 

Author:  Robert W. Valentine Jr. 

 

A possible mistake was made in the 

377th SPS Newsletter, Vol 2, 2013. 

 

The following information comes from 

Robert Valentine who was NCOIC of 

Delta Bunker-11. 

 

It appears that you have Airman Cur-

rie and Airman Poole listed as being 

on the same post during the Dec 4-5, 

1966 “Attack On Tan Son Nhut Air 

Base.” 

 

That would be incorrect. 

 

Delta Bunker-11, a machine gun post 

manned by the following personnel: 

 

Curie and I were assigned to that post 

when we went on duty.  Walker joined 

us later. 

 

 

This was Walker’s first night on duty in 

Vietnam and he arrived on post about  

45 minutes to an hour, prior to the on-

set of the VC attack. 

 

At the time of the attack, all three of us 

were standing outside the front of the 

bunker as those were current SOP’s, 

due to some Airman having difficulty 

staying awake all night sitting inside 

their bunkers. 

 

Airman Currie was the first inside the 

bunker and took position behind the  

M-60. 

 

Walker was second into the bunker 

and took a position on the opposite 

side as a rifleman. 

 

I took up a position in the center han-

dling radio communications with CSC, 

firing slap flares to illuminate our field 

of fire, assisting curie with the M-60 

and acting as a rifleman. 

 

I reported  enemy activity on our post 

and estimated  the numbers to be 30 

to 40 VC. 

 

Our M-60 machine gun failed to fire 

and Airman Curie could not get it op-

erable so I ordered him to resort to his 

M-16.  He fired one shot and his M-16 

jammed so I assisted him in tetting the 

M-60 operable. 

 

Just prior to getting the M-60 opera-

ble, I sent a message to CSC request-

ing QRT backup as I believed we 

were about to be overrun. 

 

Once our M-60 was operable, the VC 

who had broken through the concerti-

na wire in front of us dropped to the 

ground and engaged us in a heavy 

firefight.   

 

The remaining VC (the majority of 

them) headed northeast following the 

concertina wire toward the center of 

the Delta Flight MLR. 

 

As I recall, two VC attempted to out 

flank our position, one to the left and 

one to the right.  

 

There may also have been another to 

the center-left, as I recall.   

 

The VC to the left was actually on the 

paved ramp and was equipped with a 

recoilless rifle. 

 

The VC to the right was firing an auto-

matic weapon and I know that I 

stopped this threat. 

 

The VC to the center-left of our bunker 

was reported as having a grenade in 

his hand at the time he was KIA but 

the pin had not been completely 

pulled on the grenade. 

 

EOD detonated it the next morning. 

 

It is and always has been my opinion 

that both Airman’s Curie and Walker 

performed outstandingly in the perfor-

mance of their duties that night. 

 

Airman Curie received a Silver Star, 

as a result of his action th the night of 

Dec 4-5, 1966. 

 

Airman Walker and I were awarded 

the Bronze Star, with “V” device. 

 

I believe both Airman Curie and Walk-

er received their awards officially in an  

Award ceremony sometime in early 

1967. 

 

I had already shipped home and mus-

tered out of the Air Force. 
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I received my awards and some of my 

medals about two or three years later 

as a result of an inquiry my father 

made on my behalf and without my 

knowledge. 

 

I had received a letter from Airman 

Robert Kane that I had been awarded 

the Bronze Star with Valor. 

 

I believe my dad made his inquiry 

through our Congressman Mike Oxley 

but I’m not sure of that.   

 

I never have received my Outstanding 

Unit Award but I believe is is listed on 

an addendum to my DD Form-214. 

 

I was assigned to Delta Sector my 

entire tour in Vietnam. 

 

Author:  Robert W. Valentine Jr. 

 

7th Air Force News 

Friday, Dec 23, 1966 

 

MACV Commander Praises 

Tan Son Nhut Air Police 

 

TAN SON NHUT -- Gen. William C. 

Westmoreland commander, Military 

Advisory Command Vietnam, in a re-

cent congratulatory letter to Lt. Gen. 

William W. Momyer, commander, 7th 

Air Force, praised members of the 

377th Air Police Squadron for their  

 

 

outstanding part in the defense of this 

base earlier this month. 

 

General Westmoreland, in his mes-

sage, noted “Alert patrolling, rapid re-

sponse, and stout-hearted defense 

put up by members of the Tan Son 

Nhut Security Force on Dec. 4-5 are 

worthy of the highest praise. 

 

“The 377th Air Police Squadron”, the 

general continued, “decimated a 

strong infiltration force, inflicting a se-

vere defeat on the enemy and making 

him pay a heavy price for minimum 

damage inflicted.” 

 

“Your brave airmen fought with cour-

age and distinction,” General West-

moreland concluded. “Please pass my 

hearty congratulations to all con-

cerned.” 

 

General Momyer forwarded General 

Westmoreland’s message to Col. 

Grover K. Coe, commander, 377th 

Combat Support Group, with the fol-

lowing observation: “I reiterate, the 

professionalism, courage and cooper-

ation displayed by personnel of the 

377th Air Police Squadron were of the 

first magnitude. 

 

“Heroism displayed will long be re-

membered by both the free world forc-

es and more especially, the force that  

 

 

is fighting to destroy the way of life of 

all free people.” 

 

Colonel Coe, in a separate letter to all 

units under his command, acquainted 

them with the congratulatory messag-

es from Generals Westmoreland and 

Momyer. At the same time, he com-

mended members of the 377th Dis-

pensary and the 377th Supply Squad-

ron’s explosive ordnance disposal 

team, who reacted immediately and 

positively in support of the air police. 
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