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¢ DEPARTIENT OF THE AIR FORCE. | |
HIADQUARTTRS SEVENTH AIR FORCE (PACAF)
"APO SAN FRANCISCO 96307

TOR IMMEDIATE. RELEASE =~ o o 13 April 1966'
Apr 66 073 | | -

AIR FORCE POLICE DESCRIBE
ACTIONS DURING VC ATTACK .

-Saigon‘- o~ "I saw this pickup coming down t.he st.reet at a fast
elip right in the midgle of the barrage, T tnought they wex - 'nutse 50
I pulled them over and made the five sauors in the truck gy in a ditch
beside the road, I gob down beside them. Ve veren't murton
This is how Air Forca po]a.ceman A,3 C. Michasl vV, !'Iothegtyray 20,
of Tucson, Ariz. ’ descz'ibed his actlons during a 20-minute Viet Com
mort.ar ban-age on the Tyn Son Nhut air base near Sa:l.gnm The barrage
-sw.rted a.bout 12 30 a.m,
Deeds of courage and humanity were conmm here 8.8 the base expem.encad

y-

-

its first assault

A,2,C. Richard Wo Lindbeck, 21, another Air Force policeman on duty
during the attack told ‘how he took rei‘uge in a large steel crate, but he

'.picked the wrong place, |

"I was on duty at the radio center, explnined the youth from Iron -
County, Mich. "When the first rounds camo in I dived into an open conex "
(3. steel crate about e:lght feot long on cach side), E

"T no sooner got into it before a round went. mto the boxabova ma
and exploded The noise and shock were terrific. Soms shrapnel flew

%,
through the rloor of the ‘box ebove and into the top of mine, I wasn't hurt "

* Adr Force st Lt. James E, Dunca.ng oﬁ‘icer in charge of air policeman
on duty in a barracks aréa, told of another case in which his men keph |
clear heads during the attack ' ' )

~MORE-
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A,2,C. Dallas L, Thdlcott, 22, of’ De]bar'ton, W Va,, was tha gate
-guard of an area where hundreds of Ameriem alrmen Were mnrtered

) "Endicott," ‘Dunean Sald‘_., "stopped eight amed V:Let.namese dmssed in

Khaki clothing, : |

"We had reports," Dmcan aaid, "{hat, during morrtar attacks, the Viet

Cong, if they penetrated the base, often changed into khaki so they would
be dressad like Republic of Viet Nam soldiers," _

- Endieott challanged the men as they approached his station, A1l

-of them failed to stop on the challange e was perfectly wit hin his
| right to open fire, gt 434 not," the sentor air police offical said,

Inst-.ead, Endicoft coo]y approached the men, disarmed them and then
identifind them through Tan Son Nhut. gate passes they can-led _
' "Endicott had an option, he choae the right uay," sild Endicott?s

supax'viaor, T.Sgto Bobby J. Eisenberg, 33, of Harietta, Ga,-

Air police suppart during t...a amargemy was "pfompt, responsible and
a _orderly," according to It Col. Roger Go Benton, 48, of Long View, Uasho, -

| comma.nder of the 375th Air Police Squadron The unit proﬁdes internal
security for the alr base, |

\ " He said neo attempt waa made by the Viet Cmg to infiltrat.e the basa
and no sabo_,,age was reparted,

- |  -130.
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DIRECTORATE OF INFORMATION Headquarters, Seventh Air Force
TAN SON NHUT AIR BASE, REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM ,
‘BOX 2497, APO SAN FRANCISCO 96307 TELEPHONE TSN 3288 OR 4497

FOR _IMMEDIATE RELEASE - ' ' | _ . .
Apr 66-07l . - 13 April 1966

- . . ‘ . .
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As I‘Ol"I'H VIET NAM

Air Force pllOtS fljlng missions over North Vict Nam yesterday (4pril 12),"

continued to strike storage and otaglng areas and routes of travcl.

TWO storage areas attacked were located 60 and 85 miles south-southeast
: .of Vinh. Pjlots reported destroying two large buildings and damaging ane

- other at one ‘of the storage areas.

f

Three staging areas between 49 and 68 miles southeast: of Vinh were also
——~hit by Air AForce pilots. " A roed was cut 1n four pPleces at the steging

area 68 miles SOutheast of Vlnha

Attacklng routes of travel, pllots hit four hlghway brldges and Route

15 near the NUgla Pass. Two of the brldges were damaged and approaches
were cratered. The bridges were located from 15 to 28 miles north of . the

demllltarlzed zone (DIZ.),

]
Cmee——

~ Pilots also reported deetroying two barges

gbout 25 miles north of the
DMZ.

Missione over North Vlet Nam were flown by F-

~and F-4C Phantom crews, . 4

105 Thunderchief pilots

Some‘flights 'encountered llght to moderate flak durlng their strlkes.
. A~1 -30~
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B. SOUTH VIET MAM
,Fl'yimg' close air support and other comba"ﬁ nissioﬁs,' IJ.Ef."strik,e pilots
attacked the Vlet Cong in uouth Viet Na.n with 290 combgt uorf,ies yesterday
(April 12), , ' ' ‘—?
0 | _ %ir Force strike nilots i‘iew 81:;' sorties, Harine pilots logred 98 dnd
~ the MNavy launched 111 fron 'c:?‘.rriexl's.‘ '
Tarrets .incvlud'ed Ve .t'roop concentrations, "camps, fortified 'positions, :
river shi-wing and storage ."re‘as. . |

1o

¥

lerorts from forward & controllers (FACS) vho~ dlrccted tle st
credltec* the ni lots with v*os<:1§,,r killing several VC, settlm: oi‘f tue secondary
exp1051ons and destroylng or de.na,qing é. nurber of enemy buildings chd sammnc,

HORTHDR vanmuq

Tn I Corps, Yarine nilots flew 5'7 sorties in supr‘ort of Iarine ground
[
operations and M against VC targets a551gmed b the Adr Force Tactlcal

Air Control Center. (TACZ).
Rerorts listed‘ one ‘secondary explosion and several .enemy buildings

destroyed or da:naged;

CENTRAL IIGILANDS

f’ossibiy 10 or r;lore VC were killed when two Air Force A-1E Skyraider
pilots came to the aid ovf a “rccull I‘orces team from Duc Co under attack
| yesterday afternoon ghcut 35 miles southwest of Pleiku (YA 80-08)
@ 'f"ro other AT nllot 5, four Air Force F-AC Phantom pllots and tx.o :
Republic of Viet Nam ifr Force (VI"&I‘) A=-1H .glqyralder pllot also provided
c]ose air supnart for the “necial I‘orces tean, | |
7 '_ » _ T‘1roughout IT Corps, strlkes vere flo_wn by 34 Air Forcelan'd '.?s‘eve'n
| Iavy »nilots, Beéides a-numbor of VC possibly kiiled, sevoral e'nemy buildings
vere renorted id.estroy‘ed or damaped, | | | |

o D1 £ : - ~HONT -




s.ucoN AREA

Strlkes by 41 Air Force and 54 Navy pilots in III Corps were cred::.ted

with poselbly lo.lllng five or more VC, 51nk1ng two' sampans and destroy:Lng
or damagmg several enemy bu:leJ.ngs

MEKONG- RIVER DEmA -

Two Kr Force F-100 Supersabre pllots were credited w1th possibly killing
25 or more msurgents yesterday mornlng, when they struck a ve battahon near
a canal in the mangmve—shrouded area about 80 miles’ southwest of Can Tho
(W 25-92), |

Four Navy A~ Skyhawk pllots and three Navy F—l; Phantom pilots also struck
the area. Bes1des a number of VC posslbly killed, a secondary e.xp1051on was set
off and nine enemy sampans and several bu.11d1ngs were destroyed or damaged during
. the action. ‘ ‘ _

The VG battalion was located by an Amy of the Republic of"Viet Nam (ARVN)
battalion on a search and destroy mission in‘~the area.

‘Throughout IV Corps, strikes were flown by 50 Navy and 31x Air Force pllots.
Reports hsted mre than 30 Ve pos51bly killed, one secondary e.xplosmn, at |
| least eight sampans destroyed, 13 others damaged and numerous builda.ngs destroyed

or damaged. . , . | |
’ : LR S T S T
In snpport of night,voperations s Alr Force cr.ews flew lltfiare-dmp 'sorties
. == seven in AC~47 Dragon-ships and four in C-123 'Providerso About 330 flares
were. dropped.- B - | ¥u

Ar Force _pilots vused about ilO tons of ordnance, including about 445 bombs
b_ of various sizes, 37 lOO rounds of 20mm cannon shells and 15,000 rounds of
7.62mn shells. |

B-2
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- AIR FORCE SORTIES ... strikes 81/ flares ll/ adm:m-l:.alson 47/ forward

air controller 73/ defohatlon 7/ psychological warfare 38/ visual recon 150/

photo recon 10/ escort 7/ search and r%:,cue 17/ combat troop alrllft 21/

combat
cargo aa.rhft 65/ combat, loglstlcs airlift 201.

: -30 -
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C. ' SUPPLEMENT

. ) S
AIR FORCE POIICEDESCRIBE AC'E[ONS DURING. VC--ATTACK

"I saw th1s p:Lckup coming down the street at a fast ch.p right in the .
middle of the barrage. I thought they were 'nuts! 50.1 pulled them over and
made the ﬁ.ve saa.lors in the truck lay in a ditch bes1de the road I got down ,'
‘beside them. We weren't hurt "o o

This is how Air Force policeman A.B .C Michael V Motherway, 20, of
" Tucson, Anz. s descnbed hlS actions durlng a 20-—mlnute Viet Cong mortar

The barrage started about
12 30 a.m. | |

Deeds of courage and humanlty were common here as the base expern.encedV_

1ts flrst assualt, _ )

A.2, .C. R:Lcha.rd We Ll.ndbeck, 21, another Mr Force policeman on duty -
during _the attack told how he took refuge in a large steel crate, but he
picked the wrong place. o . |

"I was. on duty at the radio center,n. e.xplaa.ned the youth from Iron
County, Mieh "When the flrst rounds came in I dlved into an open Conex

Aa ateel crate about elght feet long on eul.h 31de)

"I no sooner got 1nto 1t ‘before a round went, 1nto the box above me
and exploded The noise and shock were terrlﬁ.c. ‘Some shra;nel flew ‘through
the floor of the box above and 1nto the top of mine., I wasn't hurt . ‘

Air Eorce 1st Lt. Ja.mes E, Duncar, of Adelanto, Cal'l.f., off:Lcer in cha.rge”
of air policemen on duty in a barracks area, told of another case in which his
men kept clear heads dunng the attack |

-C-l 4 S ' .= MRE -
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A.2.C. Dallas L Endicott, 22 of Delbarton s W Va. » was the gate guard
of a.n area where hundreds of Americen aa.rmen were quartered. "Endicott,™
Duncan san.d, "stopped eight armed Vietnamese dressed in khalq. (‘clothn.ng.

"We had reports," Duncan said '*that during mortar attacks > the Vn.et Cong,
if they penetrate the base > often change: intc khald so they would be qressed
‘like Republic of Viet Nam soldiers. " | | o -

Endlcott challenged the men as they -approached his statn.on. All of them ‘
,falled to stop on the ehallange. He was perfectly within his rlght to open-
fire, but did hot," the sem.or air pol:.ce offlcn.a.l said,

Instead, End:Lcott cooly appmached the men, disarmed them and then
identified them through Tan Son Nhut gate passes they carrled

: "Endlcott had an option. He chose the rlght way," said Eqdlcott's .
| sup}:rv:.sor, T. Sgt Bobby J. Eisenberg, 33, of Marietta, Ga.
Air pohce support during the energencyias "prompt, responsible and

orderly," according to Lt.‘CoJ.. Hoger G. Bmton, '48, o;'_iongview, Wash., ..

commander of the 375th Air Police Squadron. The unit Frovides internal

security ‘for the air base,
He said no attempt was made by the Vn.et Cong to 1nf:1.ltrate the base

-and no sabotage was reported.

C-2




D. SPECIAL Amoumcmm\rr

VIET CONG SHELL TAN SON NHUI‘ AIR BASE -

'l‘ne Tan Son Nhut air base located about three miles from downtown Salgon
underwent a Viet Cong attack beginning at 12:30 a.m. today (Apr:Ll 13) The
attack lasted for about 40 minutes.

Air Force officials at the air base»said spme 75 rounds oi‘ 82nm; mortar
and 75mm: recollless nfle fire struck the Jnstallatlon e headqumters for the |
Seventh kir Force and U.S. Armyj Vietnam, as well as the .Vietnamese AJ.I‘ Forr‘e,

It was the first time durlng, the Viet Nam conihct that Tan Son Nhut has
been attaﬂked A |

No- Congact with eney forceu was reported

= :
Tol: Geovbe Budway of Great Fallso I»’nnt, s Mr Forcs base comrrander, said
*'vua;tles were light. Damage-was moderate., |

Part of the Viet Cong: barz :v*e 'lardcd in 2 fuel -‘-torage area and one tapk
of fL°l burned. Flames soared hundreds of feet Jnto the nlght sk;,', 301nlng |
flares dropped by A.x" Force flare~ships in hghtlng the areca.-: ‘

Kneny positions were attacked by armed helicopters and attack planes.

The positions were located west and southwest of Tan-Son Nhut which is on the

hcrthwebt edge of Saigon.
Ai_r.Foroelfiremen.i‘ougl‘lt" to c}o‘ntr:u'.n the 'blazing' fuel stores and’ extinmi
 guished fires at other points.on the base. |
| Individual-her"oism was _repot'ted, Air .Force' lst .I.Jto Ronald G. f-hrlar,.
25, of Knoxville, Temn . » leaped into a burnlng, i'lare-shlp loaded with hlg,h-
intensit y flares It was mrked in a crowded ramp area. Along w:LthVNAF
. alrmen, he remvcd the I‘lares before flames ;‘mm thevbu.rnihg plahe reached
then. . |

~ MORE -
D-1
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L T W Lhamaanabias

Budway said revetments constructed during the past few months to protent

. parked aircraft prevented more.extens'ive danage.

Budway sa.ld Air Force, Armya_nd VNAF ~ase commanders were on the scene |

within minutes after the first round of enemy fire was recaved,

Rapid evacuation of barracks areas probably__prevented further«‘casualties,

he said. Mortar shells struck

an Air Force troop compound after the men living

there had dashed to bunkers.
D-2




D. SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMEI\IT II

NIM GROUP COMMANDFR AT NHA TRAI\G

Col. ‘Robert L. Gueydan s 49 s of Jacksonnlle, Ark. s assumed command
yesterday (April 13) of the l4th Combat Support Group at the Air Force's By
Nha Trang air base. . ‘

He succeeds Col. Robert J. Jones, L7, of Portage, Wisc., who is ‘seing

: reassigned to a post in Hawaii, Jones oommanded the combat Support group

since November 1964. Untll departlng 3 he will command the lhth A:Lr Commando

Wing.

The 14th Combat Support Group supports Air Force units assigned to Nha

Trang.
- 30 -~

D-3




D. SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT III

CONGRESSMEN TOUR CAM RANH.

Five U, S Representatlves Spent yesterday at the A:Lr Force's Cam Ranh
air base. 80 they could get a flrst\ hand look at a combat" unit that has
campa:.gned against the Viet Cong.

Go¥ Levi R. Chase, 47, of Cortland, N.Y., described to them the
operatlon of his 12th Tactical Fighter Wlng that has been la.unchlng air
attacks agaa.nst VG targets. The 12th uses the l,hOO nn.le—per-—hour F-iC
Phantom jet as- 1ts tactlcal aircraft.

: On the -tour were: Sam Stratton, D-N. Y.; Robert Legett,, D-Calif,;

Floyd Hicks, D-Wash.; Charles Chamberla:l. R-Mich.; and Robert Stafford,

R- Vt -
D-4
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D. SPFECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT Iv

USAF RESCUE MAN GIVES LIFE FCR GIs

An A:Lr Force rescue spemahst who had voluntarily dropped into the
Viet Nam ;jungle to pick up wounded U.S, Army troops 30 miles east of Salgon, '
was kJ.lled

The airman, a. para-rescue specn.al:.st who had preuously rlsked his life
by dropping into combat zones to help pick-up badly wounded sold:Lers was left
behind when hlS hovering helicopter was riddled by enemy groundflre. .The 4 '
rescue chopper pllot was forced to make an emergency land:l.ng nearby. B

- Army. troops who survn.ved the Jjungle battle said the airman "put up one

“hell of a fJ.ght " before be:l.ng k:.lled -

The airman's body was recovered by amther Air Force rescue chopper ‘crew.
IAlso picked up were nine Army wounded » two of them litter cases whom the
rescue specialist had helped save.

(Name of the para-rescue man .1s being nn.thheld pendlng notlflcatlon of
| next of kin,)

- 30 -
D-5




4

E. CIVIC ACTION

. AIR FORCE DCCTOR: WAGE MEDICAL CAHPAIGN AT PHf"RAN}

Air Force aoctors of the 366th Tactlcal Hospltal at. the Phan Rang air

. base are helplng wﬁpe a humanitarian s well as a mllltary campaign in the

surrounding area,

- In addition'to the Viet Cong, the enany>is disease,

Capt., (Dbr.) Harry L. Tucker, 30, of Vinter Park, Fle,, donates five

afternoons a weok to helo doctors at a .necrby Vlctnamese hos pltml

. : "The “eonle vho live in the hamlets ‘scattered across the prov1nce ha
3 . . '

-relled on Chinese herb doctors. for centurles," said Tucker. “In the province
. N . : M) ' ‘
hospital we treat the cases they have given up on.“

- Two otner.Air'Force doctors, Capt., Donald Nelson, 27, of Belv1dere, Ill
ard Cart Alan Graubert, 29, of ‘laml, Fla,, also devote part: of thelr Off= ' ’ -
. ‘\&%q‘,?! s . &
duty time ¢ 1mprov1ng local medlcal practices, / A S ' °

"The medlcal battle is Just beglnlng at Phan Rang,” said Tucker "y, s, P

) aid hoS noticably improved the equipment and- working condltlons in the province

- hospital, ‘however a cceptance of the facility must come from the people themselves."

Patlents who have been cured or helped at the hospltal Bo back to their

remote hamlets and tell their friends, explained Tucker.

"Iore and more are coming to rely on the prov1nce hospltal and hence -

‘their local government " he sald "I even treated one of thelr Chlnese herb

doctors recently, so the vord must be spreadlng."

I-1 ~30-"
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DEFARTMENT OF THE AIR FGRCE-
 BEADOUARTERS SEUENTH AIR FORCE: ("ACAF\
. APO.SAN PRANCISCO 96307

LY COTATE RELEASE
(:\l') orr '

PGS SERURTTY QUMDY AT TAY

WA THON amneNTT ng W,

et
'

Tairee aew Al Fuie .-‘T-'C'.u"l%;y pusrits niowed Ltheir strengih d':i;’i:xg the Viet
1 'Luﬂ( &"“ ASi an tni~ torterling aje base e 1l 13 A;ir Perce LG, \)r,'lv H.o;:e; .,
Bantaon of 'L('}_n,._q;g e, Wman, . corms e _,~‘.:3r:cu:ri ty forcen an Tua P ”“'Jt.
oraiced s Al fol
hen Vieb Gone 8an mow Lar and 7 5mm reniie s vifle asells wore
an -t.ﬁw Tay :”.a;m Nhl air base Sjuet m‘dmm‘r Amcis 13 Adr
‘-5)’.:1’1;:‘2:' g \ a;wusv{;; into &t

e cwrrds, alrendy on defensive sioiiono Lhrouphous. tha base, taak

precaitions for which i,he'-; nad bean Lrained.

o

"My oman went m?.o the ur alert pesitions amoothly and wf ffectively., . 1 want

Lo point out thet the VO did not 'physicsfil‘/ roretrate Lhe bago," Bonton mald.
fMr Taree I’x..figi.‘. Clay U. L‘-m-b:i.n-of L‘amsmtom K.y a sesorit y 7 A;""xt

J'm\u»w'r,, zald his meri l'@d!.,‘t-'-’d exantly as they had been Laug xt_._.“

]
Mr Furue sesurity puards on ‘,hle "Lraulij.p air baes, SLhe bus

Thedr m«ﬂ,»ond Cirivy, Lradnling takes pl laze in e heaee oy

T ,,Sf rm'vv Yo K -9 COXDE aiso frdJ ns ut, rilght. Had the VC utn.... pted &

.

retebrate Lhe hage du‘rizm t.ha m,tac}{,; thity would iiz:ve run. into - wa.‘:‘l of

sentey does and hand.eps Dacking up the dogs was anothcr will af nt.r‘io

stratevie al‘ly placed with automatic weapons that, could Fipre ‘more thon f?‘CAO

‘rounde A minats.
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. DEPARTML«,N'I OF THE AIR FCRCE
"HEADJUARTIRS SEVENTH ALR FURCE (PACAF)
, ~_APO SAN FRANGISCO 96307
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AIR PORCE FIREMKN CONT ATH
FIRES SET BY VG AT AIR RASE
R G e

Saigon ~— An’ afterroon rein heiped Adp Force and other friamily forces

firemn contain the blasing fiel tank at the Ten Soh Nhub air base hit last
| night by Vict Cong mortar Ivem spreading.

Fire Chief Thomaa Branblcny ol Montgomery, & ..la'.,, who- :ls the chief firp

ﬁghter for the Army in Saifon, said men were throwing up a water barrier between |
the blaz:.ng tank and others nearby., He expects to hold the line,
~ If the tank does break, the Tan Son Nhut civil engineoring airmen have
exbended a huge dike erownd the tank and the burning fuel would spill into
| a confined area away froum other wt,.;.n.k:su Ar Force fire trucks, wed to put

out e:lrcraft fires, ars sfcuioned b;y the tank.

o

_Alr Force firenen 1°d by T.5gt. Thelman Ludlow, of Dacatur, Ala,, viere
at work last night sven beforw the lust of the 20-—mnute barrage of the 75
rounds of VC 82mm mort.ur and 75 rocoil less rifle fn.re had fallen.

Ll.ldlow s8id he sent T,hrea truels to the tank farm which had sui‘.f.‘ered a
direct hit, two to burning aircraft and he personnally took a. third set to
the rear of. t.anks where ref‘uelimv trucka were parked,

S

He and his men m 5t puL out fire on two aircraft refueling trucks, then '

- MHE -
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