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Total for 54 Hours

SAIGON (AP)—For the handful of
.Americans inside the glossy white U.S.
Emhassy, the fight that began at 2:54
am. Wednesday was one of survival,

The 19 Viet Cong commandos who
Masted their way through the embassy’s
ornate concrete outside wall with explosive
charges made it clear early that they in-
tended to stay until they were killed, and
to take as many Americans with them as
they could.

the young soldieis of the Tidih
Military Police Bn., crawling along the
exposed gutters and sidewalks toward ithe
besieged embassy, the mission was to clean
out the enemy before he coull get inside
the building,

The Viei Cong planned the embassy
attack well,

They dressed some of their commandos
in the black pajamas of the Vietnamese
peasant, others in the white shirts of the

|
Fth

By SPEC. 4 CRAIG GARNER
S38 Kores Bureay

SEOUL,

grv Korean studeme and r'z1:~

rens hurned an effizy of Nerth

Lorcan Pn‘.mu‘r Kim zl S.m;,

l!l l-l:_' Jdﬂl} ‘lﬂ‘d -liu. auuul_v
denounced the hijacking of the
Pueblo and the Communis{ =l-
tempt to assassinate ROK ['res-
i ‘ent Chung Hee Paik.

The 10-font imare was
splashed with gasoline and set

after 80,000 persons,
mostly industrial workers and
Wack clad middle and high
schnol students, crowded Seoul
Stadivm 1o hear Maror Kim
ll}uﬂ Ok aml mhm s,.eak&.,
ﬂﬂ‘ﬂll llll ﬂlllp ablful‘- auu lllb
assassinalion attemnpt that end-
ed with most of the would-be
killers dead.

Other exhorted the crowd in
frivid Seanl Stadivm ta préepare
both the South Korean populace

ablare

and miiitary 1o vepulse further
attacks thal might include an
alkout North Korean invasion,

They demanded that the four

“Fight for

UPP Rodiophora

AMERICAN MP'S LEAD A VIET CONG AWAY FROM THE U.5. EMBASSY DURING WEDNESDAY'S ATTACK IN SAIGON.

80,000 Stage Anti-Red Rally in Seoul

Reamfication.”
Hundreds of colored hanners

called for the

Fuehlo and her crew,

refurn

-

Je Saves U.S. Embassy

Saigon white collar worker. All carried per-
fectly forged curfew

When the attack n “thoee in white
shirta fastened the top button as & mark
of identification. Those in peasant garb
pulled red armbands up their sleeves.

At the desipnated time, enemy moriars
and rockels began crashing down on the
capiial.

The Communist commaundos sprinted
down the wide txeelinﬁd boulevard, dodging

from trunk to trur.k. The Vietnamese
guards ouiside the embassy were crouched
down to avoid the incoming shells. The
Viet Cong laid ine charge in an instant.
The loud explosion blew in the northemn
corner of the embassy outer wall and they
were inside.

The first shell fired against Saigon sent
window glass spraying over the bhed of

{Contizued ou Back Page, Col. 1)

N RAIDS

SAIGON (AP)—Near-
ly 5000 Communists
have been killed in 54
hours of savage fight-
ing fhat has swaept
across South Vietnam,
the U.S. Military Com-
mond said Thursdey.

The soaring casualty toll
was announced as -‘harp
firefights erupied again
Thursday in outlving sec-
tions of Saigun and heavy
actien  was  reporled  in
other areas of the country,

Command .\nu]mxmr'n satd
4,559 vnemy were Killed in sction
A~ lno Yhe e wind feam 6 oo
Mnm.l.u to mudnight We dm e
day.  Anothier  LRR2  porsons
were seired aBx Viet Cang sy,
pecls,

U.S. casualties {or the perd
were Jisted at 272 killed and 424
wounded. South Victnamoese pov-
erament  casualtios woere M
killed and 747 wounded, spokes.
men said. Other Alled caspal-
fics were put at three Kilied and
32 wounded,

The Blondiest zceneral  fight-
m" of the war l)m. ¢ oul a!’hl
|.|lc l.'llt"l\ |slull' "lll « \'Ill“\ !ll
devastating lunar new vear (Tel)y

jor cities and on key Allied ai-
(Continued on Back Page, Col. f)

. |At Glance]

Viet Cong terror attacks in
Saigon dwindle. Page 1

The battle at the U.5. Em-
bassy. Page 1

of the

the defec-  President Thieu proclaims

AT v ! ) o R .
remaining infihtrators of the 31 tion "f,. Nopth — Rareans, martial law, Page 6
) v, - death of the redtiining fafittra-
divcovered  mear Park’s reste ooy el T T . .
s ond for oi 15 2 “Baiguns is  secuee,”  sans

attacks on South Vieinmm's mu--

dence at Riue Hause Jan, 21 he
tracked down amd killed,
Three ROK Army veterans of
Vieinam siashed thebr fingertips
and serawied in hlodt on hans
ners: *Kill Kim 1l Sung” and

themelves for a e tmrl invie
sion and another war.

The Seoul! rally murked the
fifth day of demonstrations all
over the cepubliv. It fitted the
(Contipucd on Rack Puge, Col,

Ambassador Bunker,
Page 6

U.S, knew aitack was
coming. I'age 24

.
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By BILL COLLINS
- lkk Yiinom Sureew

SAIGON — The wir came
hore {0 Saigon Wednesday
morping.

A city never changed more
quickiy.

Tuesday waus the second day
of Tet, the Lunar New Year,
and Saigone'ss were in the midst
of their higgest party in years,
Tt was to have lasted until
Thursdey This is Lthe lime when
all Vietnamese celchrate their
birthdays.

There were throngs of
dressed-up promenaders in the
downtown strects. Flowers and
banners .and a spultering. some-
times booming din of ficecvack-
ers.

The city, prown placid and

prospergus in & yeair of com-

parative security, seemed {o be
forgetting about the f{izhiing in
other parts of South Vietnam.
You got the feeling that maybe

it was forgetling too much —
and too soon. .

That was Toesday.

Now it's Wednesday night and
the scene I an oilice in the
REX, & mid-irwn U.S. officery’
biliet.

There are¢ ae neon sighs on
Nguyen Hpe, this city™ vorsion
of Broadway, and there are no
peopie fu sighi. In places near
here, though, people are dving.

What light there is comes
from fares dropped by the heli-
copiers chattering overhead and
a fire about two blocks from
here, somewhere near the U8,
Embassy.

And there are no more fire-
crackers. There is the distant
chatter of small arms, the
whomp of a moriar shell of
grenade. There were  three
blasts, probably mortars, in the
glock across the street at aboul

30,

In the backeround you can
hear the rumble of bombs and
rockets being unloaded by

All of S. Viet Put
Under Martial Law

SAIGON (Al — [Dresidem
Nguyen Van Thien proclaimed
warkial  inw  firowgione Sowd
Vietnam Wednesduy alter {we
days of fighting swept the na-
tion's major citics and the cap-
itei of Faipgnn.

The declarution meant that
the Saigon povernmenl wouid
rule by decrce untill further
nolice, rather thun under the
constitutional povernmenl inau-
gurated lasl vear,

Thieu aiso declared the clos.
Sng of all places of enleirtamnm-
ment such ax theater., bars and
night clubs throughout the coun-
[V ¥ 5%

In & message broadeast to the
war-ravapred nation, Thics (ur-
ther reminded bis  country men
that » slale of war was sl in

VC Blasts
Rip R.P.

Embassy

MANTLA (U'PTE — Viet! (Mong
explosives arecked the Philin
pine cinbassy residence i Sai-
gon Wednesday but the ambas-
sador, his wife and a houseliold
helper were led to salety and
proiccied by thiree Filipinoe sol-
diers, according to the Foreigh
Office,

'l'nrni:n 1
Ramos said Ambassudor Luis
Moreno Salecde reported by ra-
dia from Saigon that the Filipino
community there was safe al-
though “sporadic genlive™ con-
tinued within the vicinity of the
Phitippine chancery up to mid-
alternoon.

Moreno said the Viet Cong set
off or hmarted 1wo to thice ex-
plosives at the embassy resi-
ance o pre-dawn atlack,
making the two-story house “'un-
livabte™ nad wreeking H\n rars
Ant'nl vl dnide tha aeeannibe |10
4aid the terrorists pnsxlhh “also
fired ¢ifle  preaades  at  the
hiouse.

Ramos cailed the atiack “a
mos! reprehensible act of tervor-
ism’ bt he alse commenides
the embassy <talf «avine their
foomipartment | . . la the face
of zetual danger feaves nothg
to be desired.”’

Wnprad - Nevwesivn

" & Pacific Stars & Stripes

Friday, Feh. 2, 196%

force and that all gatherings
and demonsirations weee bun-
ned  He warned tna any aruy-
#Hies harmiui (o public order
wouid be “'sevirely panished.™

The 45-year-old president cul-
led on his people o “renain
calm” in the face of the turbu-
lence ncross the country in the
last few duys.

Re said the Communista
“have suflered heavy losses
everywhere” and added that
“our armed forces have had {he
sityation under control since the
very outzel.

“The Cnmn'mnlul-z general of-
fennive ativ .Iniu T tu'wl e
pletely foilled.” the prexideat
sqid.

Thicu's power 0 declore
martial Jaw was not  entirely
clear, bui some goveromeniai
expeirtd said he acied under
article 84 of South Vietham's
constitution which enuble: the
president 1o sign decrees declar-
ing states of emergency  or
alert. The article states that the
Nationai Assenbly  musi  nreel
within 12 days o ralify, amend
or reject such deorees, Accord-
ing to some inlerpretations,
Thiea's dectece wax  within
the conctitutiomd feameweork ol
thouph the artiche daes not spe-
ciiically moention martid law.

Thieu's messape proclaiming
mactinl faw made no mention of
suapending the Natitonal Ax
sembly.

cnl“ﬂ.“ Cﬂﬂl o s

Ameciests slrersft on Viet Cong
around Tan Son Nhut AB about
three miles north of the city's
conter,

Eere in the REX and tne
adfoming U.5. press venler the
windows are curtained and ouly
what lighis are T:;Ihsolutely
DeCessary are on. cre  are
men with oak leaves and eagles
on their shoulders and machine
guas in their hands ap o Lhe
roof and in the hall. There are
soldiers and Marines (oo, tonse
and wary.

It'z been a strange day . Mot
of us awoke to what we thought
were Tel firecrackers and dis-
covered they were for real.

News correspomlents  sched-
uled to fly north “lo go where
the action is” found the action
had come Lo them.

But even with bullets flying
up and down the avenues, Sai-
gon didn't seem to believe it

In the eariy afternoon. with
fights raging at the U.S. Em-

coirner,

bassy foar blocks east, and on
the palace grounds five biocks
in the other dircchon the open
terrace of the Hotel Continentsi
wias crovded. Customers sippad
drinks and chatted e the tune
of the guefire, fliaching only at
the mpact of a nearby rocket
or grensde,

At 3:15 p.m., A cowering clus-
ter of pewsmen (three of us
were pinned behind a low stone
wall, and then a tree, by
ricocheiing burst of machine-
gurt fire) gaped as a pedicab
carryving a Vietnamese woman
and twd small children rolled
leisurely np Nguyen Du Ave.
A hundred feet behind them,
U.S.., Korean and Vietnamese
troops were trading hot and
heavy fire with a haif-dozen
Viet Cong who had holed up in
a four-story building next 1o the
Korean Embassy., A dead VC
was sprawled om the sidewalk.
The pedicab proceaded calmly
vp the street and around a

Dodging Bullets in Da Nang

A Vietnumese fsther. his child clinging te kis weck, runs for
the cover of 2 sandbap harricade during sireet fighting in Ia Nang
us Souin Viciaaiicse seldiers wail to resume the baitle with Com-

munis! guerrithas,

AP Radiephata)

nl l“'lﬂh-

JUIgoI STCUIS, wUNKET oUYyS

SAIGON (UPH—U.8. Ambas-
sador Elsworth  Bunker ap-
peared en the  back  steps
of the American Fmbassv undor
heavy puard Wednesday night
and told newsmen none of the
Viet Cong attucks m the Saizon
area had been suecessful and
“‘Saizon is secwre now.”

“We've all been aware ol the
buiiup heve amnd w1 the north
and of the enemy’s deciared in-
tentions,” Bunker said. 1 ex-
p\‘\i gk \'i}nl IR TRTRY] ll.\\r
all read the Natisnal Liberation
Front radio statements.

“They are makiny srossly ex-
apeceraled claims,”

The NLE radw claimed 200
viviltans killed in the embussy
attack alone.

Bunker read a bnel prepared
statement b which he said the
Viet Cong attack on the vmbissy
was  “obvieusly  premeditated
and planned well in advance ™

He awifd it i eonallv eionr
that attack wos carefully  co-

ordinated with similar attacks
elsewhere in the Saigon arca amd
other popuiuted arcax  sround
the country.

“This calious disregard of the
announced truce for the truadi-
tional Tet holidays tiweugh acts
af  terror  and  assussination
gusingt tha ecivil asnulation of
South  Vietnam ix an accom-
paniment to the invasion
open aggression in lhe Northern
i Corps arva by North Vietnam-
¢s¢ torces direcied against doutn
Viclnam,™

Bunker said the main parpose
of the YViet Cong uttack it
the embassy  “lailed boeitise
|l|p_\- were pever ahle 1o onfer
the choncery huailding”

Ve Pl ibuie o e diatine
and military  policemen who
died defending thee embassy.

*The attacks have been large-
W agamst civilians and civilians
have heen the prestest coffon.
ers. . . " DBunker said,

FLLSWORTN RUNKFR
‘Aware of Buildup’

Don Pratt, Vietnam buresu
chief for Stars and Stripes, and
Gerard Focken, staff  corre-
spordent, reported that Viet-
namese nationnl  policemen,
governmeni iroops and Koresn
and U.S. MPs lought a day-
long oaitle in an effort to rout
a large Communist ferce from
a six-story building near the
Presidential Palace.

During tivw battle, Forken
narrowly escaped death when a
Communist greénade rolled up
beside hitn as he was pinned
down hohind a car. It failed to
explode, He had to lie near the
grenade for pearly 30 minutes
as Comiunist fire kept him
trapped.

[t grew quiet a few hours be-
fore dusk, But when the sun
went down the VC came out
again.

Ard if they weren't sure
carlier, the people of Saigon
knew now that they were al
war,

Sergeant

Kiiis VC
Captor

SAIGON (UPly — Sgt. Wil
liam Jdacksan, a 34-year-old
Texas phorographer for the US.
Mission, was caplured by Viet
Cong duving street fighling in
Saigon Wednesday,

Jackson escaped his kidnap-
ers after a grueling few minulox
being marched threugh & Viet
namese graveyard with a car-
bine wuzzle against his neck.
One of his vaplors was shot by
a Vielnamese governmenl soi-
dier.

He said IhN"l' was fighting in
llll .‘l t.‘. l '.Ill. [ ) 4 ll\. :II L+ 3 -lld
he weat oul with & Vietnamese
to tuke photoxraphs.

“We werg in the comctery
and il vou put so much as
finger up it would gel shoi off
by & sniper Snap, like
That,” he said.

“Ihe first 1 knew was | pat
my hcad vound to take a pheto-
praph and fell a carbioe in
my neck. They took my gun and
stavied  Laking  us  oll, Tinn
someone gol one of the guvs
benmd me, and tae olher one
Istinked when he shouldn't have,
I got him with his knife.”

Juekeon te o Korean War vetls
Coait and formerly svoved with
the 23h Inf. Div. at Ca CUhy,
about 20 miles from Saigon.

Red Diversion

gnnn l‘\\l Wactys
w v wrwd ’
5AIGON (U "I} — Widespread
enemy attacks throughout South
Victeatn,  including  widespread
tecrorism  in Saigon, were
“diversionary  efforts™ o take
attention away from the coun-
try's embattled northern areas,
Gen, William Weslmoreland
said Wednesday

“The cnemy has  deceitfully
taken  advantage ol the et
Lace o owde o create maxi-
mum  eousternation  in South
\'leln‘nn par‘ti(n!.n‘\ in populu-
‘-. Westomre? nou»j N ]
dfl(‘l viziting the U8, Fmlassy
here,

“Tuesday. the enemy exposed
Trnseil and e sullered predt
casualtivs, When [ leflt my of-
live basl nighn (Toesday), we
bl accounied for almost 700
enemy Kliled. MY Zuess 1S the
namiber peobabiy will be move
than 7M. My guess is the cne-
my's death to!! Wednesday will
be comparable to Tuesday,” the
S commander in Vietham
saidl,

e
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They showed he said, that the

In 5 000 sorties (luumr a four-

“month period the A47 pxoved to

be ideal for close air support,
armed escort of Almy convoys,
combat air patrol,
‘control, ~armegd
and .
, lexdlctmn missions, he said

The A37s were also - tops in

tests under emergency combat
operations

hase.
where"

“and - austere

conditions maintenance

‘and repair facilities were limit-

ed he - said.

" Bottomly also saxd that al the
time the squadron went to Viet-
nam last summer the testers ex-
peeted to be shot out of the
sky by enemy ground fire he-
~cause the A37 lacks armor pro-
“tection. Instead only 13 aircraft
received minor hits and none
was lost he scud

Knowlion Named
To 9th Inf. Post

LONG THANH, Vie¢tnam (10)
— Brig. Gen, William A. Knowl-
ton, 47, of West Springfield,
N.H., has assumed thc duties of
assistant commander of the Yth

Inf. Div,
Knowiton replaces Brig. Gen.
William B. Fulton, who has

been assigned to 't Polk, La.,
as deputy commanding gencral.
Knowlton has been in Vietnam
since Aug., 1966,

- of gr ound sﬁp ort that d
: troops need in South V1et~_ :

liéf A37, é’"conve (éd j" -
, is not thev
_ms of an"

AT is a 51mple alrcraft to fly
and maintain under the worse
~ possible  conditions - and excel-
~lent to use in coumerumurgency“ b
‘and close air- ‘support 1mssums..~ e

deal,
forward air
reconnaissance -
“fruck buslin’”*?nightﬁin- ~copt for the perimeter
- when-all hell br ol\e 1005(_‘ > Nel-
son_said. ~

»‘”satchol charges

st Df T)a Nang 2
rts, dated

"(:’

Mm/) last;
t dispensa-

’ epm ted 93 sick and wounded
m:d ()my 24 were

' .- most of

roy mxsmons e
'I‘h(‘ t{hnd captmed dacmnent .

The (‘nomv is How sta"
imnvd af Dong Lmh to conduct
hxx (-on‘tmuqus : uds ‘b(‘dl(h(‘

one . Commun
five got bette

tainous Jungl(, tenam aftu
ing held prisoncr 16 days m
North . Vietnamese Army

_camp northwest of Da Namr

Steven D.
S Nelson, 19, of Elkhart, Ind.. and
" Lance Cpl Michael- R Roha, 20

g | ~of National City,
= .squachon {0 Pentagon newsmen.

The Mari mes, Cpl."

Calif.,

forccs
Jﬂn 7 ‘
AL a- pwss confmonu,

ultlmate escape.’ -
“Everyone was’ slu*pmg X~

“The enemy was

continued.
the popular force {oops irom
the NVA.

“We could hear ﬁwm wllms;,
‘ Surr ender,

no die!’ ,

I‘hmknw that the two Marines
were the only ones lelt in the
compound, Nelson ran to the
radio room to check on suppoit
units and artillevy — but the
commumcalmns ccntm was - af-
lame. , ;

“l was running back to the
bunker to inform Roha about the
Jack of communications when
six. NVA jumped me and
wrestled me to the ground,”
Nelson said. At first 1 tried to
escape but they held my hands
and legs and finally tied my
hands behind my back.”

Meanwhile, Roha heard some-
one br uathmu heavily outside of
the bunker. Uv locked out to sce
a Marine, leg severed from he
knce,

“I ran out to help him,”
Roha. I tock off my bcelt

said
and

Crippled Orphan

UDORN RTAFB, Thailand
(OI) — This base was “cap-
fured” recently—by a cute littie
orphan named Agnes.

Agnes is a 6-year-old Thai girl
who came to the base to he
flown to Bangkok for medical
tireatinent. Before leaving, she
managed to captivate every air-
man she met.

Agnes came to Udorn's St
Mary's Orphanage as a babv.
Polio had crippled her left leg
and confined her to crutches,

Two doctors at the 432nd U.S

Ay Foree Dispensary  hoped
that in Bangkok she could be
fitted with a brace to make
walking easier and to determine
il an operation would help her,
Eitorts to have Aznes flown
to Bangkok were started by
Doctors (Capts.y Lesliie W
Nesmith, 27, and Michae! (.
Murphy, 29, After almost a
week of coordination, the doc-
tors arranged to have the gl
fiown to Bangkok on an Ajr
Force piane,
The day came

and after a

moun' \ ‘j ,mdtto

~but T ran on, searchmﬂ fo
corpsman, :
- **My sear ch ('ame to a :»uddvn
halt when an NVA officer. stuck
a. pxstol in -my stomach.
~tied my hands and took me to
; “they had Ndson — we
J;\wrc pnsonels : :

were
‘members of Combined Action .
Platoon Hotel-7, which came un-’
~ der heavy attack by an éstimat- .
“ed 150-200 NVA . regular -
~at 3:30 ‘am.,

“where

ldstl
weck at the Combat Information
- Bureau, Da Nang, the Marines,
“ong still in shower shoes due to
swollen feet suffered in the or-
“told of their captme and

guards

sway mnw '
through the compound throwing
and has.,mcnta».
tion grenades at everybody,” he |
“It" was ha-d to tell -

e : _‘f'tred a tommquot amund his ]01;
’ , _.ecemly madu
darm"_ escape through

S knew he would di¢ in a

o1 the. cor psman
T ran past

f'»gmup of men

NVA' toek - Nelson

‘Both Malmes were bawl‘oot

~Nelson was clad only in under-
_shorts and’ Roha had a T-shirt
: «md tmusels :

U.I\/\C ’
CPL. STEVEN D. NELSON

‘of minutes il he dndn l, “a village that the CAP umt Thad

~get some. medical ald so l‘ ran.

T thou"ht ‘were ~poptlar. fm' Ce
troeps.: Thev ordered me to stop
.4»"‘]!0“
oowest lmfards thc, mountains,

- 40n

They

ol our
CAfter the battle had onded tho
and Roha.
~away [from the compound dlld
g bumed it.

miles, the group arvived at what

later proved to be an cnemy
mouniain. rest area. Therc was

~Marines were imprisoned.

Ceuts and blisters on his fect.

T SR

'[‘ho envmy mov('d the two Maaf
rines down Highway 1 thr ough -

“helped pacufy Villagers peered:
~through openings of the thatch(,dj.
“huts at the two pn.sonel.s, ap-g
parently afraid to help. iy
CAfter a mile on the roadway,
the _enemy led  their captives

our - way ﬂuough (he ‘
“mountains they tr eated us as we
‘would an cnemy prisoner,’ smd ’
‘Roha. “When our feet were in
100 bdd condition to walk, {wao
captors gave "us their.
slippers and in» other places
they helped us cross uvels dnd
climb stecp hillsides,” '

 After walking for about three

one thatched hut with- a large
bunker underneath where  the:

seemed  like @
transient
“There
and go-

“The hideout
recreation - center - or
facilily,”” said Nelson.
were new troops coming
ing constantly.” : ,

The NVA treated Roha lor

“We received almost as good - UsMe
treatment as any of their sol-
diers.” said Roha, “Our basic
was rice cooked in salt
water, but we could get as much
as woe wanted.” :

LANCE CPL.
MICHAEL R. RONIA

“It wis just alter  our noon
meal,” Roha said. “We knew

» _ , they wouldn’'t-be in o check on
I'he Mavrines, on the alert for us until the evening,

a means of escape, noticed that *The guard, as usual, had fal-
the longer they were there, the oy aslecp. We just ¢rept by him

more relaxed the enemy SOMNWS and were on our way to free-
became. ‘ dom, )

“The  guards  were  getting “Following an unused {rail.”
lazy,” stated Nelson. “They sel  Rohy said, “we made our way

up a hammock and when one of

: 1 through the jungles.
their fcaders wasn’t around, the

“Coming to the top of a moun-

guard would go to sleep. tain we  could sce the ocean
“They did not understand any-  (South China Sea) in the dis-
thing we said and once broucht  {ipce. We knew that the high-

in an interpreter, but his In-
elish was so bad we could not
understand it.

“Continuously  we talked of
ways to eseape, but could not do

way ran parallel and this would
be our only chance of survival.”

On Jan. 23, approximately 23
hours after the Marines had es-
caped, they wandered throush

'ins Fleet of Friends

tearful farewell at the orphan-
gee, Acnes, her nurse traveling
compaiiion and Nesmith headoed
for the base. There they leamed
the plane would be delayed a
few  hours,

The hours passed quickly for
Acnes and  the hospital  staff.
The girl impiex's'(d cvervone
with a show of her agility on
¢ utches and hier bright smile,
She wus treated o & movie
and refreshments,

Again  departure
aguil the plane

can  and
waus  delayed,

auything antil Roha’s feet got (o perimeter of the 1st B,
well enoagh so he could move.” 11y Marine Rey. '
Finally the opportunity came. “Those tents were the most
beautiful sicht T had ever seen

momy life,”” said Roha, b zot

a big lump in my throat and

tears began flowing down my

echeeks. T never thought I'd bhe

this time until noon the next 0 happy 1o see w bunch of Ma-
day. The doctors had no chojee  FHICS L
but 1o retuirn Aunes to the op- Fhiey were tiaken to Do Nang
pliznase for the nieht for medical treatment and ve-
. «3 P

The next  day she  arvived rovery. o
again 1o see the aireraft wait- SO escapees were meritoi-
ing on the 61h Aerial Povt ramp, Oy promoted o their preseit

She was heiped into the aiy-  Faiks by Lt Geno Robert g

craft by her many new friends  Cishman Jrocommanding soi-
and took her seat, e -al, 1 Marine  Amphibicus
Force. They are to be rews

As the plane prepared to take
off, one airman voiced the un-
antimous feeling of those wha
had et her: “hood-bve,
Agnes. Please come bavk soo™

sizned by the US) soonh.
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{Contioncd Frem Page 1)
the 1all, graying U.S. Mission
coordinator, George Jacobson,
& veteran of hine years in Viet-
Bam and a reiired Army coionel.
Hearing heavy weapous fire
in the embassy grounds below,
he grasped the only weapon he
hgd, an M26 grenade, and wait-

ed.

At 2:53 a.m. in the Aoodlit em-
bassy lubby. Sgt. Ronald W,
Harper of Cambridze, Minn.,
the scnier Mavine guard, was
fdling gwuy the hours before
dawn,

A fow seconds later a Viet
Cong sapper dropped & grenade
tiveugh the smashed embassy
window. Soen afierwards anoth-
e rocket smashed through ithe
door.

Rockets fived from across the
road tore four jagged holes in
e concrete lattice-work Tacade
of the building, Bullels tove into
the scalloped portive,

One Marine guard in the em-
bassy fell dead and seven oth-
ers, intluding Harper, were
wounded, the  sergeant  only
Lightly, Two Vielnamese embas-
sy drivers were cut down Ly
bullets,

In his two story frame house
50 fect from the embasny, Ja-
CONGaY vanuaily famta uver e
telephane Lo his fricnds and su-
periors,

Phone Hnes {o the guards in
the embassy were cul but he
kitew 1hal one  Marine wuy
woundid sovieusty sl oeerieg
evacuation, that onc was dead,
wnd that the handful of civilians
working late in the uopsiairs
floovs woere still safe.

The Viet Cong, mranwhile,
segrched in darkness Tor ancih-
er enlrance 10 the building. The
ciaerrywood doors of the muin
entrance, althmugh battered by
rockels und greaudes, held fast,

tne part of the Viet Cong
force was Lrying (o hoid olf (he
Amevican reliel troops with groe-
nades and small arms five while
the other part lovked for & womld
pince to plunt explogives,

Ple. Paul Hesley of Holbrook,
Mass,, called from his U8, mili-
tury police putiod, was crawling
up near the outer wall. He loxt
ane buddy killed, then ancther,
and he was pinned down,

Other  wmilitiiry  police  had
sculed an apartmoent house op-
pusite the cmbassy and  their
heavy fire inlo the embassy gar-
den cut down sotne of the sap-

s,

("ant. Rahart {VRrien W of
Marshhield, Mass,. commander
of & fivsh US, Marine yunrd
unit, decided a countersitack in

A L e

Battle Saves

;he darkness would be too coste
y.
By radio, he asked thase in.
side the einbassy if they could
bold gut until dawn. They said
they woutd try. '

Bpt tie wounded Marine need-
ed immediate evacuation, A hel-
icapter was czlled 1o land on the
heii-pad on the embassy roof.
JAL 5:30 am. its bright flood-
lights picked ouy the pad but the
Vict Cong diove it away with a
fusillade from the yround,

Fiftecn miles away a battal.
fon {rum the “Screaming Ea-
gles,” the 10tst Airbeme Div,,
was secking Viet Ceng sap.
pers who had  infiltrated the
Bien Hoa air base.

Alaj. Hiliel Schwartz, 33, of
Taeoma, Wash., newly arrived
in Vietnam, was called urgently
to his ficld radio and told his
first helicepter assault in Viet-
nam would be sgainst his own
embassy,

Crouched ouiside ihe embas-
sy, lealey and a score of others
wore guiclly pgiven the order
o move.

“My job was (0 vpen tire frent
gale and get inside,” Hesaley
said. He siemmed against it
with his shouldir amd he was in-
side,  sprawied e the
Zrass,

Schwnetz and two platoons of
his “Sercaming Fagles” para-
II'O‘OD@I'.‘; raared over the embas-
sy rool bul apain the Viel Cong
opened un with beavy fire and
Sclwariz ud to turn gway,

As prenades and avtomatic
woegpons  fire poured  out st
Healey and his buddies, they
presumed that the Viet Cong
had occiupied the lower floors of
the embassy building. Not so,
Harper said lalei: ““They tried
o et in, they nearly got in, But
in the end they did not make
| P

By 8 a.m, the military police.
men had  cautiously  occupied
the 3-foni wide lawn between
the embassy building and the
wuisiie [VET Mrk were Prepar-
ing lo enter the building.

With the outside prounds ap-
parently clear, the {roop-laden
helicopiers weie called back,

Arvannae
ASAA

From the first  chopper,
Schwarty end six other pare-
troopers Jeaped to the roof,

Sight sceends laler the helicop-
ter was poiwe and another was
hovering in. Jt was a perfect as-
sault i the most unusual eir-
cumstances of the war, but too
Tata far the kil Maoving down
trnugh the six-slery structure,
the paratroopers found no resis-
Lahen,

5,000 Communists

(Coatinued From Page D)
fields and other military instal-
Jatiouns,

South Vietnamese anthoyities
said 668 Viet Cong were killed
in Saigon alone in legy than tug
days of lightling.

The Communists captured
part of Hue, the old imperial
capital 4 miles north of Sai-
gon. and seized conbrol of half
of Kontum in the cenatral high-
Jands, Two other major cities
glony the roeastiine in the north,
Mha Trong and Qui Mhes, comic
under fresh mortar attacks and
ground prohes  For the  third
straight day.

President Nguyven Van Thien
declared martial law themprhmit
the nation in the wake of e
Wednesday attacks against the
U.5. Embassy and military and
eivilign  intallations from Jlue
to the Mekong Delta,

The 115 Command repovted
shortly after midaight that the

Cavinmm  wsaen..
Cadijmiabs s

contral, bt soon afterward the
Viet Cony blew wp 4 pawer sla-
tion in the Cholon section and
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H i : avem sl o
situation in Wil )

aitacked iwo national polive sta-
tinas there.

The 1wo polive stations in Cha-
lon were attacked within 30 mis.-
ntes of vaciv othor with 40 to 3
Viet Oonr hissing awnr with
sinall arms and machine guns,
inforirants said.

There were severai minor at-
tacks ¢t LY, installations in
Saigon, where at least 12 U5,
soldivrs  and  Mavines were
killed in fonding off & puerrilla
onslaught at the U.S. Fmbassy

and other inctallutisng Wednas

day.
The U8 Command an-
nounced that 45 USRS, soldiers

had been kiticd and 313 wounded
in the Fast 74 Linvrs of firhline in
the Saizon drea but outside Sai-
aon itself,

In the western suburbs, 300
Viel Cong attoeked the head-
quarters of 1he  South  Viets
mnpese I5th Inf, Diy,

“I i folt thad we now liave
he nialve aind Uind we are e
Ionger reacting to enemy-initint-
vd actions but me seeking out
the enemy” the U.S. Cosumand
said at 12:30 a.m.

But  smaltarms fire still
sounded, (ere were fires in the

South Korran students and citizens burs 3n
eliigy of North Koreun Premier 1 Sung Kim in

front of ihe Scoul City Hall during wnli-Uommunist

raflios Woducsday.

k)

MACV knew Profest in Seoul

Enemy’s Plan

WASHINGTON (UPI) — The
White House snid Woednesday,
the American Command in Sai-
pon had “advance information™
on the situal day the Viet Cong
would lauach ils comdinated at-
tacks acrosx South Vietnam,

GUOrEE  LNTsUAn,  Fresaeent
Johnson's news secrelary, said
information coilected by Amer-
wewn and Vietnamese ineiligence
was 1a the offvet that terrorist
activiticy would begin in South
Vielnam at ihe start of Tet,
the Junar New Year, even though
the Communists had preclaimed
& veasefire for the holiday
period.

The President met Wednesday
with Demaociatic and Republican
leadave of tha Manes ond Sannta
Armed Sevvices ak) Appropria-
liors commitiees,

Die in Attacks

outskirts, and parachute flares
lighted the night sky, where rov-
ing fighter-bo nbers and helicop-
ter gunships lashed at the ene-
my.

Cammuenict . martars . ham-
mered the big US. arbielq, the
1st Ficld Foree Arvtilery head-
gquarters and the 5th  Special
Forces headquarters at Mha
Trang, on the coasi 1H miles
nartheast of Saizon, in another
phase of a Red drive lavnched
Tuesday at the outset of the
greatest of the Vietnamese holi-
days, the lunar new year Tet.

While claiming a heavy toll on
allied installatlons, the Commu-
nist hizh command sacrificed
manpuweir at an anesial rate,
Rows of guervilla dead in Sai-
gon, Da Nang and other centers
testified to the allied reaction.

Militury apehesmen said ab
lied ferves had killed 2,643 Com-
munist freomns acress the ecoun-
Gy i the 48 hwdrs up o noon
Wik aduy, it et it uau-
ally kiibvd in a week.

Preliminary reports said 68
Anrericans and 78 South Viel-
namese soldiers died in the ac-
tion, which would mean the Red
deluchments were Josing 10 meg

(Coatinued From Page 1)
prevalling mood in Seoul.

At Assovisted Presx repoert,
based on a random poll of Seoul
citizens, sald, “There wax a lot
of talk about 106 much ikik by
the United States sl the present
time.* A bank clerk sutd about
the Pueblo seizure and olher in-

. L]
cidante Aotion dhptc gl thg

Communists ever understand.”

Lee Bryung Don, vice dirsctor
of the NOK Central Inlelligeme
Agency, was quated in a UM
report as suving the U8, should
hlast 2l major North Koreun
cilies with massive air sirikes.
Lee said a raid on Wonsan,
where the Pueblo wus taken &f-
ler the seizure, would be inade-
ouate and might provoke a
North Rurean iuvasion,

POV Bonpime Minizizr Chal
Kyu Hah, according to AP, said
his government “categmically

for every onc of the allies they
killed. But countless civiliana
alse perished in the fighting.

Damage te militury installa-
tions and aircrait and to civilian
penters rAn inta manv millinne
of dollars, just how much to
wait later invenlory.

Gen. Wiillam C. Westmore-
land. commander of U.S. forces
in Vietnam. said he betieved the
atlacks were a “diversionary of-
fort to draw atiention from the
northern part »f the country,”
the hotspot soCior BETow the e
militarized Zone,

Ercemy  sunipers operated at
one time Wednesday night as
close as 200 vards from West-
marsland’e headnoartere the
new “Pentagon East” al Tan
Son Nhut airbase northwest of
Saigon. U.S. Army helicopter
guntships worked by the light of
parachute flares o erase that
threat.

U.8. military poiicemen and
patatioopers ol e U.d, 10tst
Airborne Division joined in des-
troying a 20-man Viet Cong sul-
cide squad which had beld part
of the compound of the U.S.
Embassy Tor six hoars starting
abuut 3 a.m. Wednesday,

oppesed” gny Amerlegn moves
1o plave the main emphasis of
the curvent crisis on the Pueblo
snd less on other Communist
moves,

There was a oneday lull in
hostilities and flare-ups along the
demilitarized znne during Lunar
New Year's Duy, AP reported,
Yol by laie Tucsduy fuur sepas
raie inflitration aliempis had

.been repulsed by Ind Inf. Div,

{roops.

Bombing Target
That Talks Back

AUCKLAND, New Zealand
{UPI}—The Waikate Skindrivers
Club has complained that the
New Zeuland Air Foice had been
veing them for hombing prac
tice.

The club said onc plane
drepped five bombs around their
lau wh as they swam nase vel.
canic White Isiand. No lajuries
were reported,

The Air Force said it ways in-
vestigating.
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U.5. mission coordinator Geerge Jacobson killed a Viet Cong during gun
v, Buel on second Floar of Exbazsy cemnound house. (AP
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"A!GON POlICEMAN |.I=S DEAD B‘S!DE MQTORB! E AS ‘JI‘TNAMESE TROOPS BATTLE aERﬁORiSTS U\Pi

U.5. EMBASSY IN DOWNTOWN SAIGON WAS SCENE OF HEAVY FIGHTING WEDNESDAY BETWEEN U.S. TROOPS AND TERRORISTS. {AP)  MP TELLS GEN. WILLIAM C. WESTMORELAND HOW U.S. TROOPS FOUGHT VC SUICIDE SQUAL AT EMBASSY. (AP}

| A New Vietnam Battleground— '
| The American Embassy in Salyon

T it -

TWO SOLDJERS KILLED IN EMBASSY BATTLE LIE IN FOREGROUND AS MPS BATTLE VC NEAR U.S. CONSULATE. (AP} HELICOPTER DROFS TROOPS ON ROTCF OF U.S. EMBASSY DURING BATILE, (AP}
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