Red Death Toll for 3

Clambering around the outside of an uncompleted 40-room
hotel near the Presidential Palace in Saigon, Allied soldiers mop
up a nest of Viet Cong snipers who had held the building for a day.
A soldier climbs from one balcony to another, while another at

right, below, fires into a room.

SAIGON (AP) —US.

(AP Radiophoto)

military headquarters an-

nounced Friday Allied forces have killed 10,553 Commu-

nist troops so far in the savage fighting thi

week and

said the enemy failed to hold any major cities.

Allied forces also captured 3,076 enemy suspec

in a little more than three days of fighting, along with
2,100 weapons, U.S. headquarters said.

In a communique, the

American Command said:

“Although the enemy raided numerous cities and towns

throughout the Republic

One-Man
Traffic Jam

HOPKINSVILLE, Ky. (AP) —
ver (ry turnin your car
around inside the garage? Ches-

ter Porta did

When he ished, the 1915 foot
long auto was trapped length-
wise in the 20 foot wide buildin

“It took a lot of patience on
my part to get the car in that
position,” said Porta, the city
treasurer and former mayor

His problems started when ice
coated the driveway and he was
unable to get up enough traction
to back up the incline leading to
the street.

A service station mechanic
placed a jack under the rear
wheels, moved the car a few
inches, then went around to the
front and repeated the process
with the front wheels. One hour
later, Porta was able to drive
out of the garage.

The next time there's ice on
the driveway, he said, “I'd do
better turning the garage
around.”

and achieved some temporary

successes, they have failed
to take and hold any major
installations or localities.
Although some enemy units
are still occupying positions

| for 3 Days: 10,553
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in a few cities, they are
rapidly being driven out.”

The U.S. Command gave this
breakdown of casualties among
Allied forces for the period 6
(Continued on Back Page, Col. 1)
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Asks ‘No-Strike’ Pledge

HOLD WAGES,

PRIGES—LBJ

WASHINGTON (AP)—President Johnson called Thursday for tighter
voluntary reins over wages and prices, sought a no strike pledge in key
industries and set up a cabinet-level commitiee to oversee the entire

price question in 1968.

In his annual Economic Report to Congress, Johnson avoided even

Nixon to Seek
GOP Nomination

one mention of direct wage
and price controls. And he
placed the emphasis on con-
trolling inflation in higher
taxes and a new style wage-
price guidepost.

He called anew for enactment
of his proposed 10 per cent tax
surcharge “in the next few
weeks” and forecast a healthy
economy throughout 1968 if Con-
gress and the nation accept “‘the
hard choices before us.”

Johnson blamed Congress for
rising interest rates, a declining
trade surplus and the more rap-
id pace of price increases in the
last half of 1967.

“Damage has already been
done to interest rates, to our
trade surplus, and to the level of
prices by the failure of Congress
to act last fall (on higher tax-
es),” he said

“But it is still not too late to
avoid far more serious prob-
lems if action is taken in the
next few weeks,” he added

It was the second strong ap-
peal by Johnson this week for
Congress to pass the surcharge
which the President in his budg-
et message last Monday labeled
a war tax for the first time.

In his economic message,
Johnson reviewed the balance of
payments program he outlined on
New Year's day, again urged
Americans to defer travel out-
side the western hemisphere for
(Continued on Back Page, Col. 1)

NEW YORK (AP) — Richard
M. Nixon announced Thursday
in an open letter to the citizens
of New Hampshire that he
would be a candidate for the
Republican presidential nom-
ination.

The former vice president told
the people of that state ‘“‘the
choices we face are larger than

VWomcm Teaches
At West Point

WEST POINT, N.Y. (AP) —
The first woman has been ap-
pointed to the faculty of the
United States Military Academy,
breaking a tradition of nearly
166 years.

Elizabeth Matthew Lewis, 50,
an artist, sculptor and mother,
joined the Point’s all-male facul-
ty at the start of the new seme-
ster last week. She teaches art
history to 15 senior cadets.

any differences among Republi-
cans or among Democrats, larg-
er even than the differences be-
tween the parties. They are be-
yond politics.”

Nixon said in his long-expect-
ed declaration: ‘‘Peace and
freedom in the world, and peace

Related stories, Page 4

and progress here at home, will
depend on the decisions of the
next president of the United
States. For these critical years,
America needs new leader-
ship.”

Nixon told the voters that he
learned ‘‘the awesome nature of
the great decisions a president
faces” during his 14 years in
Washington, and said he had
had a chance to reflect on the
lessons of public office and
measure the nation’s tasks and
problems during the past eight
years.

“I have sought to apply
(Continued on Back Page, Col. 1)

To Seek Pueblo Release at Panmunjom

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
United States said Thursday it
iIs prepared to try once again
through the Korean Military Ar-
mistice Commission at Panmun-
jom to win release of the Pueblo
and her crew from North Korea.

State Department Press Offi-
cer Robert J. McCloskey an-
nounced the U.S. intent follow-
ing a North Korean indication
that such a course might have
more effect than a move

through the United Nations.

The United States first ap-
pealed at Panmunjom Jan. 24
for return of the intelligence
vessel and its 83-man crew
which North Korea had seized
the day before. A routine com-
mission meeting had been
scheduled for some time.

The North Korean spokesman
responded then, however, with a
harsh denunciation and a de-
mand for a U.S. apology. Wash-

ington authorities considered
this a rejection.

Indications of a possible
change in  attitude came
Wednesday in a broadcast of a
statement by Kim Kwang Hyop,
a secretary of the communist
Korean Workers party, in which
the North Korean official brand-
ed U.N. discussions of the affair
as illegal. Kim said “it will be a
different story” if “methods of
previous practice” are followed.

McCloskey, citing the broad-
cast, said: “The United States
is prepared to deal with this
matter through this Military
Armistice Commission channel.”

There was no indication, how-
ever, any meeting has been ar-
ranged. The commission, set up
at the end of the 1950-53 Korean
war, meets periodically.

“The interest of the U.S. gov-
ernment is in obtaining the re-
(Continued on Back Page, Col. 3)



Defend Homes

U.S. Givilians
Take Up Arms

SAIGON (AP) -~

young Americas Civ an
crnuched Thurwia; s the stance
of an ladian fighter defending
his log caben

He bad & pistel strapped o
Ms thigh aad a Mghpowered
rifle in Ms hands. His clothes

Pictare on Page 12
were dirty and he hadn’t shaved

for two days

Ron Pleming. M. 3 Harvard
Usiversity graduste, was de
fending Bix Saigon home. Like

scores of other Americans in
the embatiled Vietnamene capt
tal., Fleming bad discovered
that law and order had broken
dows in many places and it
was every man for himsell

The youmg peywar operative
crept along the high concrete

VC Move

Openly
In Saigon

SAIGON (AP) — Viet Cong
soldiers and cadre began o
surface openly in some beavily
populated parts of Saigon Thurs
day. amid reports that the Com
munist National Liberation
Front had announced the forma
tion of revolutionary council to
Saigon

In 8t least two city areas, one
surrounding the militant Bued
dhist pageda, An Quang, and
the other in the suburbs of Chi
Lam, men were knocking on
doors and telling bouse occw
pants and passersby, “We are
from the National Liberation
Front. We have come to liberate
Saigon.

Government forces, assisted
by US. military police and some
US. infantry troops including a
battalion from the 1st. Div
were attempting Thursday to
clean pockets of armed Com
munists from several areas of
the city

The Communists were surfac
ing not only in the areas where
fighting is taking place, but also
in other crowded places
oty

Their appearance is pre
part of the overall (
strategy to use both the
and political arms of the Conm
munist movement (0 get the
best possible effect
current offensive

Associated Press

in the

from

Vietnamese

photographer Le Ngoc Cung was
told by a Vietnamese male
dressed in a green shirt and
bloe trousers behind the An
Quang pagoda Thursda “We
are forces of the Liberation
Front. We have come to liberate
Saigon ™

The man was carrying a car
bine, and Cung reported he saw

another score of men similari
clad and carrying weapons. The
man told Cung not to take
pictures. Then he added, ““There
are more than a hundred of us
e

Red Report on Saigon

TOKYO (UPI) — Radio Hanoi
saidd Thursday “national
peace” alliances have been set
up in Saigon and Hue to govern
the cities and deal with the Viet
Cong when the Americans pall
out.
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and

wail and motioned these behind
M to stop. He put his fiagers
o his Sps to call for silence,
'nwv‘ the M4 rifle to

concrete
the compound. Fle
ming said, “He's not there now
Mastbe | zot him That might
be the end of the friendly neigh
borhood saiper

A few minutes later two bul
cracked in the air. The
per was still there. Fleming
began staling hm again, just
as b been dotng for 38
A

homes =

had
s

All over Saigon
in the heavily

oty waburds

particularly
populated outer
Americans ke
ing have taken up arms o
homes

We bhave no choice said
missionary Richard Taylor, of
the Christian Missionary All
ance. “We have bullet holes in
our shutters. Men like Fleming
afford some degree of protec
tion.”

Fleming occupies one of a
cluster of five concrete bouses
in & compound in the Chi Lang
area of Saigon that adjoins the
province of Gia Dinh. Scores of
Americans lve in this region
Within two blocks of the
Fleming compound there has
been some of the heaviest fight
ing in the battle of Saigon
Some of it has spread 10 the
edge of the compound

Nine men, three women and
four children make up the little
American community in the
compound. It is like an island
in a boiling ocean

For most of the past 38 hours
the main highway running
alongside the compound had
been deserted. Helicopters have
straffed in the rear

Helping Fleming in the com
pound defense is Don Wil
a shightly built American ¢
mat who, like Fleming
been in Vietnam for
months

The most enemy the defend
ers have seen so far are sol 3

on

o
has

mine

Viet Cong on nearby roof
Thursday at 10 am. Fle
fired at one blackclad a

soldier who was wedged

roof of a house 50 feet

Marines at Work Near DMZ

Marines of the 3rd Ba., Ist lm nndnlha‘- umwmm-—d

ing force rum to their p

U.S. Jets
Hit Ships:
Peking

TOKYO (AP) — Communist
China rblrxrd Friday US.

Viets Mop Up VC
At Tan Son Nhut

SAIGON (UP1) — Tough South
Vne(nnmm Marines and para-
roopers mopped up remnants of

- Viet Coog tnndon force just
nt Tan Son

planes on b
over North Vietnam attacked
Chinese [reighters anchored at
North Vietnamese ports Jan. 20
and 27 in “deliberate provoca-
tions* against the Chinese peo-
ple. The broadcast charged was
monitored here

Hsinhua, Peking's official
news agency, said the Chinese
freighter Hong Qi No. 152 was
bombed by US. aircraft while
anchored at Hong Gai port Jan
2. The Hong Qi No. 153 was
again bombed at the port of Ca
Pha Jan 27

It said “several” crewmen
were injured and the ship “se-
rious damaged

Phoenix at Haiphong
PHILADELPHIA (UPI) —
Quaker yacht Phoenix has
ed in lLl phong with $7. Wl
of '1“') -l"" surg
the Red (mn
m and the Na
Front (Viet
aid Thurs

pokesman

Bunker's Home Ringed
With Guard of Armor

\\[l ON (AP) — US. tank

\mb.hu T
after Viet

close to the en

Bunker

altacks

voy's home
The US. co
hat the Viet Cong
Claymore anti
near Bunker
on the first

e d two
personnel mines
puse Wednesday
of the battle
damage was
nmand said
m ary police un-
¢ d TNT charges with tim
in t.(».x es in the old French
y across the street from
Small arms
reported
the ¢ nvoy's

s the Viet Cong at-

4'..- n began “l'}n(-‘
day, year-old Bunker wa
whis ¥ 1o a secret place
of safety but later in the day
he went to his office in the U.S
Embassy, itself the scene of a
bloody six-hour battle
Tﬁursda morning, thres
merican t 15 armored per
~r:'m~l carriers and a contingent

of US. troops were deployed
around Bunker's residence and
the entire area was blocked off

Also in Saigom, a Viet Cong
arms and munitions cache was
found by police in a house about
two blocks from the residence
of Gen. William C. Westmore-
land, commander of US. forces
in Vietnam

y.

There were bullet holes in al-
most every house along the road
for about a mile. Civillans had
fled the area.

A US. 7th Air Force spokes-
man said there was ‘“no major
damage” to the vital airfield
itself and that air traffic had
been restored.

A Vietnamese Marine battal-
ion, with machine guns blazing,
retook the Vietnamese armored
command headquarters, about a
mile northeast of the air base,
where a handful of Viet Cong
were still holed up.

The Viet Cong held the com-
pound for about 36 hours but
offered only light resistance
when the Marines moved in be-
hind armor.

It was more difficult rooting
the Viet Cong out of a corner
of the Vietnamese armed forces
general staff headquarters adja-
cent to the base.

Leaves Extended
For Gls on R&R

HONG KONG (AP) — More
than 150 U.S. and Allied soldiers
here on rest and recreation leave
he Vietnam war have had
ir eave

s extended because of
the closure of Saigon and Da
Nang airports, a US military

pokesman said Thursday.

The spokesman said he ex-
pected at least a 24-hour delay
in the return of the soldiers to
their bases in Vietnam,

Omit Casualty Report

SAIGON (AP) — The US.
military command failed to issue
s weekly casualty figures
Thursday because of the criti-
cal situation in Saigon and else-
where in the country.
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Asks R.P.
To Fight
In Viet

SAS Philigpines Bureou

MANILA, R.P. — The
Philippine government was
urged Wednesday night to
take an active part in the
Vietnam War in the wake
of a recent attack on their
embassy in Saigon.

Rep. Felix P. Amante,
a Liberal, filed a bill in the
house authorizing President
Ferdinand Marcos to send
two combat battalions to
fight alongside South Viet-
nam's anti-Communist al-
lies. The Philippines have
a non-combat force helping
Saigon now.

Amante said he filed the meas-
ure as a result of what he called
an unwarranted attack on the
embassy by Viet Cong this week
No embassy personnel were in
jured in the attack. After filing
the bill Amante addressed the
house, condemning the attack
as an act of aggression against
Philippine sovereignty. Sources
later said the legislative bedy
listened intently to the pro-
posals

Rep. Ramon P
a Liberal, opposed Amante's
bill, the sources said. Mitra
questioned whether the attack
was actually carried out by
Vietnam Communists. Mitra
said the reports he had read
said only that bombs exploded
in the embassy compound and
there had been no verification
that Viet Cong were responsible.

He said it was important that
the enemy be known. Mitra in
directly blamed President Mar-
cos for the incident

He charged that the Philip-
pines became a co-belligerent
in the war when Marcos signed
the communique at the Mani'a
summit conference pledging the
anti-Communist allies to con-
tinue with military activities in
Vietnam.

The Amante bill called for $10
million to be appropriated for
the combat battalions

In his address he questioned
the motive for the attack. Phil-
cag, the non-combatant Philip
pine Civic Action Group, is sta-
tioned in South Vietnam

Meanwhile Rep. Jose C
Aquino, a Nationalist, issued a
press statement calling for an
appraisal of the repercussion of
the embassy attack

Aquino condemned the attack
as an act of harassment in viola-
tion of the extra-territorial rights
of a sovereign nation. He cau-

Mitra, also

tioned against magnifying the
incident and igniting a war
scare.

(AP reported that there was
some speculation here that the
attack on the embassy, which
was badly damaged by grenades
and rifle fire during Wednes-
day’s series of Viet Cong raids
in Saigon, was intended as a
warning to the Philippines not
to extend its war commitment.)

Fast Mover
In Mandarin

TAIPEI (S&S)—Many parents
have been surprised by unusual
report cards but Lt. Cmdr. Ro-
bert Castricone, public affairs
officer, US. Taiwan Defense
Command, and Mrs. Castricone
lay claim to receiving one of
the most unusual of all.

Little Evelyn Castricone, 12,
presented her parents with a bi-
monthly report card which rated
her 90 in Mandarin and 70 in
English

The Castricones confessed to
being nonplused because Evelyn
has been speaking English all
her life but started studying
Mandarin, one of the world's
most difficult tongues, only at
the beginning of the year.

U.S. to Permit Ryuky

To Elect Chief Executive

By ETSUJIRO MIYAGI
S&S Okinowa Burecu

NAHA, Okinawa—Ryukyuans
will elect a chief executive by
popular vote this November for
the first time since World War
II, US. High Commissioner Lt.
Gen. F. T. Unger disclosed here
Thursday.

Unger broke this news, long
awaited by the Ryukyuans, in
his annual message delivered in
the Ryukyuan Legislature on the
opening day of its 36th regular
session.

He said the latest change in
the election method was made
by a newly signed amendment to
the U.S. presidential executive
order governing U.S. administ-
ration of the Ryukyus.

The new system will replace
the current method of electing
the local chief executive indi-
rectly by the popularly elected
legislature, subject to the U.S.
commissioner’s approval.

Ryukyuans have been de-
manding this change for many
years, making it one of the key

‘45 Note to ‘Roll Out the Barrel’
Meant Freedom for Manila

By JUANITO PARDICO
S&S Philippines Bureou

MANILA—A pilot's note say-
ing, “Roll out the barrel,”
heralded the liberation of Mani-
la by U.S. forces 23 years ago
Saturday

An American oldtimer in the
Philippines, A.V.H. Hartendorp
vividly recounts the event in his
recently-published book “The
Japanese Occupation of the
Philippines.”

Liberation day found Harten-
dorp, 74, at the University of
Santo Tomas internment camp
in Manila where, at the out-
break of hostilities, the Japa-
nese had herded some 7,000
American civilians and other
Allied prisoners.

“Just after supper,” he tells
in his book, “‘some six or eight
American pursuit planes were
suddenly seen flying very low
and circling in single file over
the camp garden.

“Internees rushed out and
waved their arms and cheered
wildly. Later it was learned
that one of the pilots had
dropped his goggles with a mes-
sage, ‘roll out the barrel’
scrawled on a piece of paper.

“At almost 9 o'clock on this

Saturday night of the 3rd of
February, what started as a
whisper turned into a great

shout—‘They're here! The boys
are here!’

“Hundreds of internees were
coming down the stairs, jam-
ming the lobby of the main
building, where the guards
would not let them out. The
rumble was loud and very near.

“There was brief machine-
gun and rifle fire at the gate,
a few hand grenade explosions;
something vast and black burst
through the flimsy sawali inner
gate, then stopped as search-
lights flashed across the cam-
pus and rockets lit the camp
from end to end. ‘Those are our
people,” the internees shouted,
‘the Japanese don't have lights
like that.’

“The object, a tank, lumbered
toward the main building, fol-
lowed after an interval by other

juggernauts. Ahead walked two

Quemoy,

TAIPEI (UPI) — The Natio-
nalist Chinese government has
alerted its garrison troops on
the offshore islands of Quemoy
and Matsu for possible Chinese
‘Communist attacks in the For-
mosa Strait in the wake of Com-
munist provocations in Korea
and increased attacks in Viet-
nam, official sources said Thurs-
day.

Many government officials be-
lieve the seizure of the USS
Pueblo, the attempted assassi-

A. V. H. Hartendorp shows the old tin containers he used to hide

his manuscripts as historian of the University of Santo Tomas in-
ternment camp. The Japanese captors were searching for the
manuscripts, co Hartendorp placed them inside the containers and

hid them in a hole in the wall of the camp.

officers, later identified as Maj.
J.C. Gearheart and Capt. J.L.
Walters, the latter being an ex-
pert in mine detection. As four
of the tanks were coming to a
halt, a fifth continued to move
slowly around to the back of the
building to cover the rear gate.

“‘Hello folks!” an American
voice rang out.

“It was that of Gearheart.

“The guard could no longer
hold back the people. They
rushed into the plaza and seized
hold of several of the American

Matsu Alerted

nation of Korea President
Chung Hee Park and the at-
tacks on the U.S. Embassy in
Saigon and cities in Vietnam are
coordinated moves to force the
United States to pull out of Viet-
nam.

If this is the case, they be-
lieve Communist provocations in
the Formosa Strait are forth-
coming as they would further
embarrass the Johnson adminis-
tration.

Should the Communists choose

to create tension in the Formosa
Strait, the officials believe, it
would most likely come in the
form of artillery bombardment.

The officials think the Reds
will not make any serious at-
tempt to invade either of these
offshore islands as the National-
ist garrison troops are so well
dug in that nothing short of an
all-out attack would give the
Reds a chance to take the is-
lands.

(S&S)

officers and men and carried
them through the crowd up the
main stairway so that every-
body could see them and know
that they were Americans.
Cheering, weeping, the crowd
began to sing ‘God Bless Ameri-
ca,” then broke into ‘America’
and ‘The Star-Spangled Ban-
ner.

The prisoners were freed at
last by members of the armored
brigade of the 1st Cav. after
more than three years of
humiliation and starvation.
They remained at the camp be-
cause the battle for Manila soon
developed into fierce fighting
that cost the lives of thousands
and reduced to rubble and ashes
what was once a proud and
beautiful city.

As the camp's secretly ap-
pointed historian, Hartendorp
produced at the daily risk of
his life a running account of the
camp’s activities and the enemy
occupation of the Philippines.
The typescript, he says, ran to
some 4,000 pages, large sec-
tions of which were used by the
US. Army in the prosecution
of Japanese war criminals.

litical slogans in election cam-
popaignsandmersh- 3

have no part in determining
candidates as before, though he

‘has authority to remove any
office

person from public if ne-
cessary.

The first election under the
new system will be held in No-
T S
members of
elected, and the chief executive
will serve the same length of
term as that of the legislators
(3 years), according to the
amendment.

No exact date has yet been
announced for the legislative
election but it has been held on
the second Sunday of November
in the past. The government of
the Ryukyus Central Election
Management Commission has to
issue a notification on this mat-
ter.

Speaker Yasukuni Yamak
hailed Unger’s speech, saying
that it has given bright hopes
to the residents by showing that
their desires are being realized
one by one.

The speech drew favorable
comments even from opposition
parties’ members.

Okinawa Socialist Masseut
Party’s Tsumichiyo Asato said
that it showed ‘“a great im-
provement” over any high com-
missioner messages in the past
in that it touched only on essen-
tial guijdelines.

He :lso said ‘il sh:;;ed a
great departure from past
practice in that “it lacked that
ministrotion, by it
m exam-
ples of how it has helped Okina-
wans achieve their progress.”

Asato however said the popu-
lar election of the chief execu-
tive could have been allowed
much earlier than this. He said
some important technical prob-
lems must be solved before the
system can be enforced in a
fair manner. The division of the
election districts was one of the
problems he mentioned.

Currently, the ruling Okinawa
Liberal Democratic Party is re-
portedly backing Naha Mayor
Junji Nishi as its candid
for the election. The opposition
groups are rumored to be trying
to unite behind Chobyo Yara,
presid of the Oki Tea-
chers Association, as their can-
didate.

Manhunt
Continues

S&S Philippines Bureou

TACLOBAN CITY, RP. — A
suspect in last Sunday’s mass
slaying of 17 persons here con-
tinued to elude a large-scale

hunt late Wednesday.

Philippine Constabulars (PC)
and local police reported efforts
to find Isidro Fromentera, 31,
have failed. PC reports say the
suspect is still heavily armed
and dangerous.

Additional charges of robbery
and rape have been filed against
Fromentera along with a multi-
ple murder charge in the wake
of the machete slaying of 17
persons in a barrio near here.

The h for Fr tera
has spread into an area near
Cebu City about 30 miles west of
Tacloban across the small Ca-
motes Sea.

A joint PC-police posse is
searching caves in Pilar Town
following a report that Fromen-
tera escaped to Camotes Island.
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VC Mow Down
Children in Saigon Raids

ASSOCIATED PRESS RADIOPHOTOS
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Two self-styled American vigilantes, Ron | They are members of a vigilante group formed
Fleming (left) and Richard Taylor, watch for | to protect five American homes that have been
snipers from balcony of Taylor's Saigon home. | under repeated VC sniper attack.

ik S

e h

i :

Vietnamese infantrymen supported by tanks move into | Viet Cong resistance Thursday. Furniture (at right) was used
northern section of Saigon near Tan Son Nhut against heavy | by Viet Cong as a barricade.



VC Mow Down Children
in Saigon Raids

ASSOCIATED PRESS RADIOPHOTOS

g svicide

A Philippine soldi tands guard g the | in Saigon. It was damaged during Viet Con
dor’ attacks Wednesday.

rubble at the Philippine amb s idence

™

Vietnamese soldiers found this tragic scene when they retook APC
ing camp northern Sacigon. The camp commander's wife and
six children were hi d and col | decapitated by VC.

train
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VC Mow Down
Children in Saigon Raids
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A Vietnamese officer carries his dead child from his | while officer was leading his troops in street fighting. Viet
home in a Saigon military compound. Camp was overrun | Cong terrorists executed his family.
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Biggest Red Offensive
Coming in North: Westy

Compiled from AP and
S&S Vietnom Burecu
SAIGON — Gen. William C
Westmoreland predicted Thurs-
day that the Communists will
follow up the current drive
against cities of South Vietnam
with their biggest offensive of
the war
The coming offensive, West-
moreland said, will be a drive
in the northern end of the coun-
try. It will be the enemy’s
‘main effort,” he said, and “it

(Continued From Page 1)
p.m. Monday to midnight Thurs-
day

Killed in action — 632 South
Vietnamese military; 281 Amer-

ican military and four from
other Allied forces
Wounded in action — 1,588

South Vietnamese military,
1,195 U.S. military and 34 from
other Allied forces

The U.S. Command reported
Allied forces were killing Com-

Nixon—

(Continued From Page 1)
those lessons to the needs of the
present, and to the entire sweep
of this final third of the 20th
century,” he said. “And I be-
lieve I have found some answ-
ers.

He noted he had visited New
Hampshire often in the past but
said he was not asking the sup-
port of voters now ‘““on the basis
of old friendships. We have en-
tered a new age. And I ask you
to join men in helping make this
an age of greatness for our peo-
ple and our nations.”

The letter was signed “‘Rich-
ard Nixon.”

Correction
In its Jan. 27 edition, Stars
and Stripes incorrectly identified
the commander of the 6th ROK

Corps as Lt. Gen. Sea Woon
Kim. Lt. Gen Sae Ho Lee is
commander of the 6th Corps and
is the general shown in the pho-
tograph acc panying the news
story. Stars and Stripes regrets

the error

LBJ Asks

(Continued From Page 1)
two years, opposed import quo-
tas and renewed his pledge to
maintain the price of gold at $35
an ounce

The President’s economic re-

port foresaw a $61 billion in-
crease—the biggest ever—in
gross national product this

vear to $846 billion if taxes are
raised.

This would represent a 7% per
cent advance with price in-
creases of more than 3 per cent
and real output of more than 4
per cent—up from the 2% per
cent of 1967.

Administration officials con-
tend price increases in the last
half of 1967 ran at an annual
rate of 4 per cent and that this
gives the economy a running
start into 1968, requiring the tax
increase to stem inflation.

Johnson said most experi-
enced observers of the economy
now agree that the pace is too
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‘No-Shike

could come at any time.”

The four-star commander, ad-
dressing a crowded news con-
ference, said the campaign
would be the third phase of a
three-phase master plan hatched
in Hanoi last September by the
North Vietnamese leadership.

The wave of attacks against
major cities, Westmoreland said,
comprised the second phase of
Hanoi’s master plan and marks
a change in strategy

*‘He is using North Vietnamese

10,553 Reds Slain

munists at a ratio of 11.5-to-1.

There was scattered action in
Saigon Thursday night with rov-
ing bands of Viet Cong exchang-
ing sniper fire with troops and
police.

A Viet Cong squad attacked
a bridge on the Bien Hoa High-
way about four miles north of
the capital and held one end
until driven off by U.S. troops.

Elements of the U.S. 4th Inf.
Div. were lifted by helicopter
into the mountain resort town
of Dalat just before nightfall,
and the U.S. Command said
action there was continuing.

Earlier, the American Com-
mand announced the Viet Cong
had overrun a U.S. military po-
lice billet in Dalat and held the
center of the city.

The U.S. Command said ele-
ments of the 1st Air Cav. Div.
had secured Quang Tri, provin-
cial capital in the north.

Nearer the capital, South
Vietnamese Marines were re-
ported engaged with an enemy
force of unknown size two kilo-
meters north of Tan Son Nhut
Airbase.

Terrorism and bitterness
swept through Saigon, leaving
in their wake the lifeless bodies
of women and children.

A mother and her six chil-
dren were machine-gunned to
death when Viet Cong overran
the army compound in which
they lived. Beside the children’s
bodies lay a broken toy dog
and a shattered doll, gifts for
the Lunar New Year Tet. Their
father, Lt. Col. Nguyen Van
Tuan, commander of an ar-
mored unit training center, was
beheaded by the Viet Cong

army forces to spearhead his
terrorist attacks,” Westmore-
land said.

Westmoreland described the
current Communist drive as a
*‘go for broke propesition.™

He said the first of the three
steps in the Communist master
plan was largely psychological
and political, and included ap-
parent feelers toward peace
talks to drum up international
pressure on the U.S. to stop
bombing North Vietnam.

Westmoreland said that with-
out the bombing the enemy
would now be in “‘a much more
advantageous position than he
1S,

He said the allies had been
certain that Tet would be “D-
day” for the city attack, and
that he had held his command
“in a high state of alert.”

Noting the Reds’ use of civil-
ian “human shields” in some
firefights and their seizing of
schools, churches and hospitals
as bases of operation, he called
the enemy assault “deceitful,
treacherous’ and showing ‘‘com-
plete disregard for human life.”

Lt. Gen. Frederick C. Weyand,
commander of the U.S. II Field
Force which includes Saigon,
said allied intelligence has
identified five enemy battalions,
2,000 men, in the Saigon fight-
ing. He said the enemy ‘“has
the capabilities of renewing”
the same type of attacks they
launched Wednesday.

Pueblo—

(Continued From Page 1)
lease of the vessel and its
crew,” McCloskey said. “I do
not want to let modalities and
technicalities stand in the way.”

At the United Nations, a U.S.
spokesman said the Washington
announcement did not mean the
United States was giving up its
effort to settle the problem
through the U.N. Security Coun-
cil.

“The consultations
tinuing,” he said

He said also that the United
States would respond “in due
course” to a proposal by the
five elected African and Asian
members of the council that they
meet with the North Koreans
to try to arrange for the re-
lease of the ship and crew.

are con-

Know Nothing New, Marina Says

Mrs. Marina Oswald Porter stands with her hrsbald K;-d
a

Jess Porter in Dallas District Court to

ring
her to appear before a New Orleans grand jury. The widow of
presidential assassin Lee Harvey Oswald says she knows nothing
new that she can offer in District Atty. Jim Garrison’s investiga-

tion.

(AP Radiophoto)

AF Pilot Awar

= ;

Medal of Honor

WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-
dent Johnson Thursday present-
ed the nation’s highest award to
Air Force Maj. Merlyn H.
Dethlefsen.

The 33-year-old fighter pilot
from Derby, Kan., is credited
with helping to destroy a key
antiaircraft and surface-to-air
missile complex protecting the
approach to an important North
Vietnam industrial center.

In presenting the Medal of
Honor to Dethlefsen, now as-
signed to Vance AFB in Okla-
homa, Johnson noted he ‘“‘made
pass after pass at the site.”

With his flight leader disabled

fast for safety and will remain
so in the months ahead.

The gain in GNP in the cur-
rent quarter, he added, is ex-
pected to be one of the largest

in history. Officials have placed
it as beyond $18.5 billion—a
“record we could gladly do

without at this time.”

The GNP is the total dollar
value of the nation’s entire out-
put of goods and services.

Although avoiding for the sec-
ond straight year any numerical
value for the wage-price guide-
posts which fell into disuse last
year, Johnson said the average
gain in wages and fringe bene-
fits should move back toward
productivity gains.

The Council of Economic Ad-
visers, in a companion report,
said labor settlements last year
averaged 5% per cent with
some exceeding 6 per cent. The
council called for settlements
‘“‘appreciably lower” this year
but set no figure

It said a numerical target
would be inappropriate since it
would be unrealistic to expect
labor to accept wage increases

Pledge, Tax Hike

which recoup only last year’s 3
per cent rise in the cost of liv-
INng

1e Council’s 3.2 per cent gui-
depost of 1966 was exceeded re-
gularly.

The Cabinet Committee on
Price Stability—as the new
group will be called—will meet
with business and labor leaders
in an attempt to reach a consen-
sus on standards for general
price and wage decisions.

Price stability cannot be
achieved in 1968, the council
said, but a slowing down can be
attained as a first step.

In its report the council called
direct wage and price controls
repugnant and folly except un-
der all-out war.

In theory, the wage-price gui-
deposts call for wagc increases
in line with productivity gains
and relatively stable prices.

The new cabinet-level com-
mittee undoubtedly will discuss
a no strike pledge in key indus-
tries as part of the administra-
tion’s program to reduce the in-
ternational dollar drain this
year by $3 billion. A strike or

even the threat of a strike can
increase imports and thus re-
duce the trade surplus.

The new cabinet committee
will consist of the secretaries of
labor, commerce and treasury,
the Budget Bureau director and
the chairman of the Council of
Economic Advisers.

Johnson said there is danger
the wage-price spiral might ac-
celerate this year with a some-
what stronger economy and
with labor unions including ex-
pected price rises into their
wage demands.

“If it does, we face the pros-
pect that the spiral will still be
turning steadily in 1969 and into
1970,”” he added. “The longer it
turns the harder it is to stop.”

In urging higher taxes, John-
son said everyone will be ready
to act when the problems are
acute and obvious but then the
task will be much harder.

Failure to adopt the sur-
charge, he said, will risk a fe-
verish boom, an unacceptable
price acceleration, a possible fi-
nancial crisis and perhaps an
ultimate recession.

and his own aircraft badly dam-
aged on the first pass, he kept
on under constant attack by ene-
my fighters, missiles and anti-
aircraft to knock out the site,
“maybe on a wing and a pray-
er,” the President noted, “but
he did his job.”

With Dethlefsen’s wife and
their two children looking on,
Johnson said the major’s cour-
age spared ‘many lives and
“came not from desperati
but from dedication.” gtz
. The President said those fight-
ing t_he enemy now have a very
special appreciation of what air
power really means and men-
tioned that the Air Force is now
holding off 500,000 to 700,000
North Vietnamese.

World Weather
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