’ Strayed Near Hainan

Red Chinese Down U.S. Plane
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WASHINGTON (AP}—An unarmed propel-
ler-driven U.S. Navy plane was shot down by
Chinese Communist MIG aircraft after it *'i
odvertently strayed into air space” off Red
Chind’s Hainan Island, the Defense Department
announced Wednesday.

The Pentagon said the incident occurred

Tuesday night when twe unarmed Navy Al
Skyraiders “experienced navizational difficulties” while
on a ferry piane trip from Cubi Point in the Philippines
to the aircraft carrier Corai Sea in the Gulf of Tonkin.

“One of the planes was shot down by Communist
MIG aircraft,” the announcement said. It placed the spot
about five miles off the east coast of Hainan Island.

The second Al left the scene and landed at Da Nang
in South Vietnam, the Pentagon said.

“The pilot reports he Iaqi saw the other plane in a
vl..lu\.ul UAth Qi n.ljl\l}\lllﬁ' ult: bm‘.ﬁ.iﬂt:ﬂl. mlu

Fear Girl |

Seized by |
Strangler

GAFFNEY, 8.C. (UPD)
—A 15-year-old girl, wait-
ing for a school bus
was kidnapped and forced

screaming into the trunk

ol a <ar Tucaday, raising
fears that an at-large
strangler had struck again.

The kidnap wvictim, Opel
Diane Buckson, was pushed in-
to a dark blue scdan while her

_sister, Gracie, looked on in hor-

ror, police said,

The kidnaping took place in
the same arca where the aude
bodies of lwo women were found
Jast week.

'No afrplanes were uscd ina

[ ST ~L . . 1-F,
Guitless scaven for the Milsreisge

car and roadblocks wore sel up.

Sheadl Julian B, Weight said
Gracie Buck<on {old him she
had just started for tle school
bus stop when she heard her
sister scream.

Wright said Gracle lold him
she saw a man with brows hair,
wearing skacks and a jacket.
push Opel into the trunk of his
car, screaming and kicking, and
then speed away.

One of her sister’s shoes and
two schoolbeoks were found on
the highway at the bus stop.

Gracie described the kidnap-
er as 25 to 35 years old, and
ahout five feet, 10 inches tall.

Olficers feared he might be
the same man who telephoned
managing editor Bill Gibhens of
the Gaifney Ledger last
Wednesday  and - revealed the
lacations of the bodies of two
local females who disappeared
recently,

Both the victlims, a 20-year-old
housewife who vanished while
walking a poodle at night on a
Galfney strect, and a 14-year-
old junior highschool dropout
{Coutinued on Back Page, Col. 1}

Got the Message

CASA GRANDE, Arizona
{UPI)—Arizona's Indians sched-
tled a rain dance for the Arizo-
na all-Indian powwow here, then
canceled it because of a down-
pour,

Asst. Secretary of De-

All Aboard for Vietnam
Marines from Camp Pendlelon hoard plane 2t Ei Tore Marine
Alr Station, Calif,, Wednesday which will [y them to South Vietnam.
Ahout 3,500 combat-ready Marines were (o he carried on C-141 jet
iranz,porls as part of huildup announccd Tucsday by the Peatagon,
{AF Radlophoto)

fense Phil G. Goulding said
the pilot who reached Da
Nang reporled one Chinese
MIC was invalved, but
CGioulding said bhe did not
know whether thete were
mnre,

The Pentagon's chicl spokies.
man sald he did not know §f he
second plane which made Bts es-
cape  had been  damazed or
whether the pilot of that plane
had been injured.

Meanwhite, a Peking radio
hroadeast heard in Tokye sald
Communist Chinese forces huad
shot down ope 118, Navy pliane
and damaged another over -
nan Island.

The broadeast suid the United
States “carried out war prove.
cations” by flying 1wa Al
Navy plancy over Hiinnn island
off souih China on tne nmorning
of Feb, 14,

“Navy pilots of the People’s
Liheration Army  immediately
deait a heavy blow and shet
down one of them and diunaged
the other,” the radio sald,

A prelimbvary report in Wash-
imglon anid dival Gee piiel whoe
made it 1o Da Nanz hmd seen a
parachule descending fram the
plane that was shal down,

- Conuinunlat China oloims its
territorial  waters  extend 12
mites offshore,

This was the ninth iwcident in-
volving Chincse  Cammunist
forcex and American airerafl
sinre September, 1965, accarding
to Pentagon records,

The most recent one oveuryed
on Aug. 7% when twu Navy A6
Intruder bombers were chased
info Red China and probably
shot down by North Yietnamese
or Communist Chinesc aircraft
following a raid against North
Vietnam.

Goulding  refused
to say anything
Gowned pilat,

*1I am not going fo answer
any questions about the stalus

(Continued on Back Page, Col. 4)

repeatedly
about  the

8 Nuns,

ANN fZ.-la
yAVIVAR VT

Rescued

SAIGON (AP} — When
the phone went dead, Army
Capt, Robin Miller rushed
out and rounded up three
men and a helicopter for
R rescue mission thal
ended only when eight Ro-
man Ceiholic nuns and
nearly 200 Vietnnmese girls
were safe at the Vinh Long

airstrip. -
As his helicopter 1oft wilh the

last load, Viet Cony pverrillus |

WEre SWArmIng tnrough ihe
playzround of lhe Coenter of
Professionu] Guldasce for Girls,
a -school conducted by sisters
of the Good Sheplhierd order,
*The helicopter boys should
eich be piven a hala and a
palr  of wings,” said  Sister
Mary Hayden, the sciweol diree.
tor from New ltoss, County
{Continued on lhul. Page, Col. 1N
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A Valentme

LEWISBURG, Pa. (UPl) —
An afrplane towing a “Birthday
Greetings Jimmy Hoffa™ banuer
circled the federal prison heve

Wednesday ax the imprisencd
teamsters boss marked his dath
birthday.

Pilol NHaley Mansfield  suid
teamster union members in Max-
sachusetts paid foe his onchour
flight with the grecting,

The wunion  headguariers  in
Washington, D.C., disclaimed
any knowledse of the flight.

The 125-foot long banner with
red letters had a hnge heart an
the end of it as an additional
Valentine’s Day  greeting  for
Hoffa, who brgan serving an
cight-year sentence last Mareh 7
for his conviction in 1964 of jury
tampering.

Political Asylum for

LONDON (UPI) —1Is Arthur
(ke cat, star of television cal
food commervials, penned wp
inside the Seviet embausy in
London?

“'The question arose when acler
Toneye Manning said his pel
had vanished and he thought the
Russians had granted it political
asylum.

in 1964 when the cat was a stray
facing destruction, He looked
after Arthur until some one sug-
pested the cat be taken to a

The Russfans denied it,

Arthur is the subject of litiga-
tion between BManning and the
pet Tond makervs,

A judge issucd 8 temporary theatrical agent. Then came
injunction barring Manning from  stardom,

Arthur wound up living in a
kennel until Manning got an
vrder for his custody last week,

Manning said he returned

taking Arthur out of the coun-
try or harming him.

Manning tells it this way:

He teoh Asthue ido his home

British TV Cal?

Arthur to Lontlnn, stopped a ti-
plomat emerging (vom the us-
stan embussy  Sutgdiay  night,
and entrusted Arthur to bim,

*] asked him if he woutd give
political asylum to i cal, At
tirst e laughed, bhut whea | oex-
plained the sitnation 10 him, he
agreed he would look after the
{Continued on Rack Page, Col. 4)



2 MIGs

Downed

In Dogfights
North of Hanoi

S&5 Vlelnum Bureau
SAIGON—Two Communist MIG-17s were shot dow
over North Vietnam Wednesday by two Air Force F4
Phantoms in dogfights northwest of Hanoi.
The MIGs were reported destroyed by air to air
missiles and 20mm ecannon fire.

The Air Force said the new MIG \1\1“91‘§ are Col,

David O. Williams dJr.,

Vlﬂage
Mortared, -
Burned

SATGON (Al — Marauding

Viet Cong guerrillas martared
the Mekong della lown of Rach
Gia lale Tuesday and then pui
the torch Lo 283 civilian houses,
a governmenl mililary spukns-
mau reported Wednesday,

Jie  added thal  another 46
hames burned down from the
barrage of 20 mertar shelly

fired into the coastal town 135

miles southwesl of Saigoen, Two
civiliuns were killed and ten

were wounded in the shelling, he -

acled,

Just four
Saigon, a sirike force af Viel-
lmmesa Taugers caugld up wilh

bund of J.,l.l{_‘.lll“d." Tuesday
aflunnon near the viilage of
Binh Chanh and killed §8. 1hey
also seized five prisoners and 19
rifles.

The Rangers loyt 12 killed and -

18 wounded, “They were sent on
4 swedp (o counler
who have been raiding police
stations in Saigun’s south-
ernmoesl 7ih and Bth distriels,

Strike Hits -
AID Office

VIENTIANE (UP—About 1,

008 Laotian emyplayes at the U5,

Aid Missinn heve went on strike
Weadnesday, in a dispule over the -
salarvies of employves hired by

the U.5. Mission in T.aos,

It was the first lme {he em-
bassy heve has ever been struck
in a labor cispulce.

At the end of & bavgaining ses-

sion, leaders af {he Laos Im-

plovers Associalion rojected a
final U.8, offer of an %8 manth-
ly increase for the lowest paicl
workors,

The sivikers formed a picket
line in {front of the U.5. Aid
compound northeast of daswn-
town Vientlane but did net {ry
to stop Amoerican employes from
gmnt: to work.

miles snuflwest of .

guerrillas -

43, of Clovis, N.M,, and 1st Lt,

Jamoes P, Feighny, 25, of Fort
Walton Beach, Tla., whu flew
one of the lula. and Maj. Rex
. Howerlon, 33, of Phoenix,
Aviz., and 1st T4, T('d L, Boight
11, 25, of Nelsonville, Chio, who
wore the pilots of the nther
Phantom.

The two MIGs were the 109ih

and 1LGth to be dewned in bat-
tles with 1.8, plares in the Viet-
nam  war, Forly U8, planes
have been lost 1o MIGs.

Pour weather aver North Viet-
nam continued to hamper U.S,
alr strikes, limiting U.S. pilots
to 67 missions north of the DMZ,
during the day,

Navy pilots bombed (he Kien’

An airfield six miles southwest
of Haipheng and cut the run-

way al Bai Thuong airfield, 22-

miles northwest of FThanh Hou,

U.5, olicials said the Bai
Thuong airfield has never been
eperaticnal, . bui periodical
strilces are flown against thig
largel lo insure thul il sfays
oul of commission,

Civilian
Casualties

At 20,000

SAIGON (AP)Y—Nearly 20,000
civilians were killed or swounded
during the fighting in South Viet-
num’s major population conloers
after the Communisis launched
their Mol offensive, U8, officinls
said Wednesday.

The eofficials said thal 3,730

svere  killed  and 16,000 were
wounded from Jan, 29, when the
atfacks were launched, to Teh.
9, an_arbitrary cutoflf dale . al-
though fighting has  continued
avpund many of (he cilies and
inside Saigon and Mue,
“In Saigon, 4,279 persons wore
treated in the municipal
pitals. The hospitals reported
anly aboul 250 persons died, a
ligure which appears low when
compared with the killed-waound-
et ratio for the rest of the
counlyy,

The ndhmlquc' ligures are atlll'

considercd incomplete, cspeeinl-
ly 1hose from Hue where ficres
fu,himg cantimies,

hos--

Clearing the Way for an Advance in Hue
meninied o8- syechanieal mlo: 'Zc}'ff:’i}'fi’f\si g 1o

vlear the way across a blitlge in the battle with
(,ommum‘;t fovcey ul Thie, Vietnam,

(UPI Radiephoto)

Marine Jets Pound Citadel
To Soften Up Red Defenders

SM’GON (AP)—-11.8, Marine
jut Tighier-bombers pummelted
a seelion of the old, imperial
Citadel in Hue with rockels, na-
palnt and lear gas Wednesday in
altempis to cul a path oy Ma.
rine ground forees frying to root
oul remnants of a North Viel-
namese regiment.

Just” before the Marine jels

entcred the 15-day ballle For Hue -

for the first time, the Marine
ground troops. pulled Dback *a
shorl distance™ 1o allow the
boubers {o come in, a U8, mili-
tary spokesman in Saigon said.
He o osaid, lhowever, the groand
troaps remained inside fhe
Citadel ilsell ready 1o assault
once the hombers had finished
softening up the Norlh Vietnam-
ose positions,

The T.5. 7th Air Force an.
neupeed i ois investigating ve-
ports that bombs dreopped dur-
ing a B2 slvike neur Saigon
Tuesday . affernoon Tell onlside
the tavget area and caused some
ecasuallies. If proven trte, it
would mark the first reporled
bombing error Ly the B#2s in
nearly three years of raids in
Victnam.

Associated Press pholog.laphu'

Al Chang veporied hrom Hue,
that U8, bMarine jet i‘ighlcr-
bumbers streaked into the eity
to bomb, strale and rockel a
section of the Citadel,

- The batile for the Citadel en-
{ercd its third week Wodnesday
with remnants of the North Viel-
namese regimenl stubbornly

holding on to their positions.

The jets made pass afler pass
attempling  to Dblast a  hole
through an ouler wall of the
fortress so that Marines could
drive through and uassault the
North Vietnamese troops held-
ing the inner Citadel.

Bul the Norfh Vielnamese
troops confinued to lay down
heavy barrages of five from the
battlements of {he walls they
held on Marine j;usitions only a
few hundred yards away.

While it mar kcd the firsl time

that American jet I1ghter-bomh-
ers had enteved the hattle for
the Ciladel, South Vietnamese
air force Sl‘y aiders had bomb-
ed and sivafed the Conununist
positions Monday after several-
days ol low-hanging clouds and
500-fool ccilings Degan to lift,
The air sirikes were direeted
only against the wall of the
Citadel. The interior arvea con-
taining 19th Cenlury monuments
and the old ecmperors’ (hrone
mmn is still evidently off limits
ocause of ity histovic value,

91 VC Slain, 13 Caught
In Battle Near Saigon

585 Vietnain Burpay

PIIU LOT—8onth thmmwe
{roops of the §5th Tnf, Div. killed

91 Viel Cong and captured 13

in a fievee five-hour bakile en
miles nmthmet of Smgon Thes-
day. :

. The government trnops launch-
ed a surround and destroy op-
erafion shortly alter dawn and
clashed with a batialion of black
pajama-clad Viel Cong belore
noon.

Unils of the 1st Cav. Rept.
caught the Vief Cong in the open
as  Lhey crossed rolling  hilly
where there was it le veaotation,

Supported by infantrymen-

from (he 7th and $1h Begls,, the
5thh ARVN Div. forces ]]lltbtl(.(l

the encmy as they sought to es-
cape aloug u 15-foot deep ditch,
- U.S, and Vietnamese Aiv Foree
planes blasted e vea, and
Cobra helicopter gunships were
called in to suppavl the govern-
ment troops.
" Contacl was broken when the-
Reds fled into ncarh,\' populated
arcas. Contacl in the area was
reporied as sporadic duri ing the
ddy Wednesday.
Government  casuallies
reported o be lght,
Sporadic ground fighting was
reported throughout Soulh Viet-
nam Tuesday hut the inlensity
of the fighting was 1le Tighlest
since the Conmmunist Tet offen-
sive bt,g,'m Jan, 31,

were

Saigon Pays Tribute to MPs Killed at Outset of Batile

SAIGON (UPD)y — “}\(,('('pt
these sacvifices,” the priest in-
toned.

On a table eoverad with svhite
cloth in [rond of e allar, 27
olive drab helmets made two
neat rows, ..

The priest’s words were fhe
ritual words of {he ¥Mass of Re-
quiem,

Zach of the helinets represent-
ed a military peliceman killed
in the opening hours of the hat-
tle of Szigon. On ecuach helmet
wasg the Latia motto of the 0.8,

é Pacific Stars & Strlpe‘l
¥riday, Feb. 16, 1968

Jicemen in

Army "\Ilhicllv TPolice —
ordo,” law and ordey,
‘Behind the altay and the orpan
and the lecterns- for the three
thaplying were six military po-
green  fatigne  uni-
forms, Luch held the stundard
of an MP company thul took
part in {he batlle of Saizon,
The small, white, prefabricaied
chapel on the edge of Tan Son
Nhut AB was jummed Lo capae-
ity for the 45-minute service,
UK, Ambassador Ellsworth
Bunker was thore,

Col, Kyang Sang 1lce, provost
marshal for Koreun forces swas
theve. 1le arrived in a sedan

“lex e

followed b\’ a ]C(}[Jlﬂdd of Koe-
reait MPs and anether jeep load-
ed with flowers,

Gen., Wiliam €. Westmore-
Land, commander of 11,8, forces
in Vietnam, also was there.

About 400 soldiers  jammed
inlo every seal and down the
side aisles and across the back
of the chapel. The Prolestant
chaplain gave many reasons for
the homage being paid the dead.
He also said, ‘*“They were our
Iddies”

Many of the fatigue-clad MPs
wore their sideacms.

“Is it proper to walk into a
church armed,” one asked an

offu.u The aofficor noddod

The chaplaing’ words were
drowned oul by {hrobbing heli-
copters, Janding jets and heavy
trucks passing by, The steady
chatter of the MP radio filtored
through ihe walls Irom the wait-
ing ieeps.

When it became too loud, a
stocky first sergeant nodded at
a young MP and indicated the
door wifli a tilt of his head. The
MP slipped out and the radio
volume was turned down,

The printed programs listed
the men being honored,

The oldest was born in 1017
but the majority were “war

babies,” born in 1946 and 1047,

Pre, Wlllldm Sebust of Albany,
N.Y. celebraled his 22nd birth-
day a week before the battle of
Saigon starled.

. Pie. Warren B, Kenorly of
Griffin, Ga., would have been
22 a week latey, ’

They came from many states
and - Puerfo Rico, but all had
one thing in common—the line
that 1de “Dicd Jan. 31, 1968.”
- At the beginning of the list
there was a quolation from the
Bible:

“Greater love hath no man
than this, that a man lay down
his life for his {riends,”




f"fdnswcrcd tlw dls

.:ker tfrom a qubmarme in t e
' f Siam by the Roya]"‘
q. at Uta-

. Thal Navy Air
~ pao Royal Thai Auﬁe]d

[‘nvmomdn 3 G

ws calll
“An “HU16 amphibian’ ;anc aft

was dispatched and landed near
the submarine,

‘the 11th USAI*
,treatment He' was - wpm tod
satxslauorv COndlthH

'I‘he Bu'*.na was conductm

anusubmdnno operalions

. ihe dcudent occuned

L _one
Awar d

- to
" AF Major

QOUTHEAST ASIA (01 )-——The o
day began normally enough for
James D,
S.D.,~ cAal 2 ‘
- -many which' the tenders ‘handle-
onam

omilitary vessels is new and still
The Coast Guaird
has seat three-cutlers to Viet-

nam at intervals of six

Air  Forece  Maj.
Gormley, 36, Rapid City.
~‘a member of a flight of-
Thunderchiefs on their
~a target in- North Vietnam,

However, events did not (on-
tinue “normal” and Gormley’s
actions that day earned him the
13th Air Torce “Wull«Donc"
award.

F-105

Shor tly after mkemr (,m mlvy S
inopera-,

Thunderchief became
tive. ‘He disengaged purt of the
stabilizer system to regain con-
trol of the aireraft. The F105's
ultrahigh frequency radio was
out of cornmission and Gormley
decided to head home.

Despite  these prablems,
Gormley mancuvered his air-
craft back to base and made a
successful emergency  landing
at his home base.

The “Well Done” award. pre-
sented by Col. John €. Giraudo,
355th Tactical Fighter Wmo com-
mander,. said, "Ma,). wormley’s
professional response to an in-
flight emergency, his  keen
knnowledge of the aiveraft and
its systems and his outstanding
airmanship resulted in the re-
covery of a valuable tactical wir-
ciraft.”

Appeal Bfings Vaccine

KUALA LUMPUR (AP)—Ma-
Jaysia plans to send about
250,000 doses of choleva  and
typhoid vaccine to South Viet-
nam b response to its appeul
for aid in the form of food.
medicine  and clothing  {rom

frieudly nations.

'hat He

CAMP FRENZELL-JONES,
Vietnam (10) — Fortunately for
a platoon sergeant of A Co., 4th
Bn‘, 12th Inf., of the 149th Lizht
Inf. Brigade, the conients ol a
mound of dirt he had been sit-
fing on nad toe be command
instead of pressure — dctonat-
ed.

Platoon Sgt. Slan W. Camp-
Lell sut on the leal-covered pile

Clinz 10 buoys

f“]__'?bj inging

equipment, -
8 WIlh
~the Royal Thai Navy l«lm wlwn

.. ous,

sudden:

wav to

‘-;;ahmes ol Sbuth Vletnamy ’aqf
“?U

Coast Guard buoy ten-

'I‘he cuuer -

Guam, compl(‘tvd her  30-day

tour with her busmbt day wmk i

in the harbor  of -
~the central coastal city of Vung
‘involved
the buoys aboar d
“cleaning and repairing electrica
replacing” power®
packs and replantm ‘the buoys, -

Tau. “The - operauon

‘_'whxch ranged in weight frem
- T60 pounds to hvhted ﬁvoton_’»_
cseasaids. o

“It's not as. easy as 11 looks.~
_says one of the Lutter’s botnt
~swain’s mates.

Buoy work dt best. is hazmd

socured on ‘deck. At' this point

‘:d ‘heavy roll of the ship ov a-
mooring

‘pull- on the

chain du(, to cunem'; can cause

v’lho buoy to swing w1ldly over
the deck. Although the buoys
presently used in thnam are

not “as -large or as - heavy as

in nfh(,r'a) cas, it is still a chal
lenzing oper almn

“Be,svdes bad weather mlothorf

dangerous feature of working in

‘these areas of Victnam ‘is inter-
ference by other vessels travel-.
ing in the vicinity,” says the
Robert Q.-

commanding officer,
Stade. ,

“All - through our tour here
we were plagued with this prob-

Memorial
To Heroes

WASHINGTON (S&S)—Woik-

~men are putting the finishing

touches on a small section of

“the Pentagon that has been set

aside as a permanent memorial
to the nation’s bravest fighting
men.

It will be known as the Hall
of Heroes in honor of the 3,000
soldiers, sailors, airmen and
Marines, who have been award-
ed the Medal of Honor since the
Civil War, Dedication is expect-
ed some time in March.

The memorial centers around
three  large replicas ol the
medals awarded by the Army.

Navy and Air Force. Surround-
ing the medals will be 3.060
bronze plagues  bearing the

names of those who have won
the nation’s highest decoration
for heroism.

of dirt to record the findings of
a !uud cache discovered by his
company in a Viet Cong base
camp.

lie finished the task and had
s 10 another area of the base
camp oo report te company
connnander, Capt. Peter H, Al
bers,

i

As he was talking to Albers,

s abhsh and maintain
‘a system of navigational
. “buovq at the en’rrance to
Cmany of thm Loun{r s
. ports, e
‘The most xccent to b]l]l ,l’h’(‘ =
: hm" experience. and sp"cmluvd
mumnwnl of the. Coast Guard.
~in buoy work to Vietnam wag
~the. U.S. Coast: Guard - cutlm,' :
B asswond o
A located: across -
the Gulf near the island of Ko
~Samui. A small boat transferred
‘the. m]umd man to the plane.and
‘he was returned to Utapad and
Dlsp(‘mmy lm ;

501"”

dp(@x:aiing”‘, o‘utvjor' =

esp(‘mally when' the  buoy
s out_of the water but not yet

“Hot- (om])letn

namese coastline,

[

lem. 1t's not-that they set in

the way on purpose, but I think -
that this operation ‘is basically

new to this-area and they just
don't- know. 1h¢,
ldu’" w

~ The pm(oss 01 mdl\mg Vw
safer for merchant and

for 30-day tours to cstabllsh new

aids and reservice already es-

tablished aids dotting the Viet-
With some 70
meschant ships arriving month-
I‘v and hundrvds .Of military

ff

Wli’h

I)/\ NANG, Vietnam (10) —
Men of the 37th Signal Bn,
shown their
people  of
program
“Operation

here
concern for
Vietnam by
appropyi-
Con-

have
the
launching a
ately  called
cermn.”

~Coast Guardmen tug a large buoy toward their
cuiter off the coast of South Vietnam, After wineh-

pr oblems we
oworking

‘months

eraft plyving - the coastal waters

daily, the buoys play an im-

‘portant factor in the upkuop of

the yx‘z'zt' val

are many problems
this: far from  home.
Hew ul)v “Coast

There
without
mm)ly of buoys, n
batteries,  flashers . and
However, the Basswood
to this type . of

moory-

paits,
is no stranger

ing the buoy aboard, r :
c.placed back in the water. .

Guard
base or buoy dopols with their
“ready
ings,

repairs are m.ldo ‘md 1( is

(US( G )
- tion - aids system w hl(‘h was
Cadequate for pre-war shipping.

~However, the rapid development

of port facilities and U.S. bases
in areas where previously theie

-~ was little 'shipping. created a re-

quirement which they: (ould not
meet by themselves. :

The U.S. Coast Guard'is pro-
viding advisory  assistance to>

the direcmr{-nu so that  South
Vietnam will ceventually be able

~eperation, having operated in. to maintain the entire system.
vthe Pacific - for many years. In the mvmtmw the - Bass-

The Victnamese Divectorate  wood and other 186-foot  buoy
of Nuavication has one buoy‘ tenders are becoming a fami-
tender and maintaing a naviga-  hay sight in Vietnam,
lain, and about 100 still do not  help from the Police Athletie
chave a resular souwrce of sup-  League, He said he wanted (o
port, repay that help.”

The money given by the men “Operaiion Concern hasn't
goes la buyv clothes, food and been FUNINE lony,™ said Chap-
oier necessities, A school op- Jain OConnor, who came 1o
erated by the fathers of the  Vietnaw in October. “But al-
China  Beach  Orplanage  re-  yeady we have the support pro-

The battulion, part of the 21st
Signal Group, Ist Signal Byi-
cade, donates money to heip
woth the upkeep of the children
ol the China Beach Orphanage.

“Richt now we have 13 men
who donate $10 a month, Each
man supports one child,” said
Chaplain (Capt.) John O’Connor,
“Muany others donate on a one-
time  basis to help these or-
phains.”

About half the children in the
orphanage  lost  their  parvents
during the war, said the (:hap-

édn t Know Didn'i

Platoon Szt Joseph Bongard
came up and laughingly asked
lim i he happened to kinow

what he had been sitling on
b( e t‘ “}\‘} [N
CWind?U asked €ampbell,

noticing the zrin on his iend’s
face.

“Well, one of my men found
aocouple of louse wires leading
intn one of the bunkers and he

cesves supplies purchased  with
monaey donated by the battalion,
“The aen are free to choose
any child they wish to support,’
sa d the chaplain,
“For oexample, one man sta-
tioned in o company in Chu Lai

(azbout 50 miles south of this
nocthern constal city) told me
he wanted to support “a bad iit-
tle boy.’

“Apparently  this o man had
been ca bad little boy™ himself
in New York. and had received

? g gﬂ
putied them up out of the dirt
antit they finglly ded o vour
poreht

“Yeoh, what was i 7’7,
Campbell asked. grinming nery-
ousiy,

“Nothineg muchs just g 105

round,”” Boneard replicd,
“You've hiddin? ™
“Nope check o ont”
Preodid — and 1t

IPRER

giam; we zive Idnglish lessons
once a week, we make regular
visits, and we had a pageant
Christimas Fye in which both
the men and the orphans sang
eirols.”

One  of the chaplain s main
projecis siice he came o Da
Nang has been building a chapeld
for the hecdguasters compound
here, That work is ahmost fin-
ished,

Fires 50,000tk Round
BINH PHUVOC Vietieon (i)
—Sor L RieR st 21 of O

ford Junetion, lova, who fived
the first rotad for Botyv, B 2o
B, dih Avey . Fobo 101967, e
cently undenshod the unit’s Hi-

go0th round o Viethnam The soee
tion chicl “vas very surprised
aud  honored”  do record  the

milesione belore he returned to
the Staies for reassionment,
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2 MIGs

Downed

In Dogfights
North of Hanoi

S&5 Vlelnum Bureau
SAIGON—Two Communist MIG-17s were shot dow
over North Vietnam Wednesday by two Air Force F4
Phantoms in dogfights northwest of Hanoi.
The MIGs were reported destroyed by air to air
missiles and 20mm ecannon fire.

The Air Force said the new MIG \1\1“91‘§ are Col,

David O. Williams dJr.,

Vlﬂage
Mortared, -
Burned

SATGON (Al — Marauding

Viet Cong guerrillas martared
the Mekong della lown of Rach
Gia lale Tuesday and then pui
the torch Lo 283 civilian houses,
a governmenl mililary spukns-
mau reported Wednesday,

Jie  added thal  another 46
hames burned down from the
barrage of 20 mertar shelly

fired into the coastal town 135

miles southwesl of Saigoen, Two
civiliuns were killed and ten

were wounded in the shelling, he -

acled,

Just four
Saigon, a sirike force af Viel-
lmmesa Taugers caugld up wilh

bund of J.,l.l{_‘.lll“d." Tuesday
aflunnon near the viilage of
Binh Chanh and killed §8. 1hey
also seized five prisoners and 19
rifles.

The Rangers loyt 12 killed and -

18 wounded, “They were sent on
4 swedp (o counler
who have been raiding police
stations in Saigun’s south-
ernmoesl 7ih and Bth distriels,

Strike Hits -
AID Office

VIENTIANE (UP—About 1,

008 Laotian emyplayes at the U5,

Aid Missinn heve went on strike
Weadnesday, in a dispule over the -
salarvies of employves hired by

the U.5. Mission in T.aos,

It was the first lme {he em-
bassy heve has ever been struck
in a labor cispulce.

At the end of & bavgaining ses-

sion, leaders af {he Laos Im-

plovers Associalion rojected a
final U.8, offer of an %8 manth-
ly increase for the lowest paicl
workors,

The sivikers formed a picket
line in {front of the U.5. Aid
compound northeast of daswn-
town Vientlane but did net {ry
to stop Amoerican employes from
gmnt: to work.

miles snuflwest of .

guerrillas -

43, of Clovis, N.M,, and 1st Lt,

Jamoes P, Feighny, 25, of Fort
Walton Beach, Tla., whu flew
one of the lula. and Maj. Rex
. Howerlon, 33, of Phoenix,
Aviz., and 1st T4, T('d L, Boight
11, 25, of Nelsonville, Chio, who
wore the pilots of the nther
Phantom.

The two MIGs were the 109ih

and 1LGth to be dewned in bat-
tles with 1.8, plares in the Viet-
nam  war, Forly U8, planes
have been lost 1o MIGs.

Pour weather aver North Viet-
nam continued to hamper U.S,
alr strikes, limiting U.S. pilots
to 67 missions north of the DMZ,
during the day,

Navy pilots bombed (he Kien’

An airfield six miles southwest
of Haipheng and cut the run-

way al Bai Thuong airfield, 22-

miles northwest of FThanh Hou,

U.5, olicials said the Bai
Thuong airfield has never been
eperaticnal, . bui periodical
strilces are flown against thig
largel lo insure thul il sfays
oul of commission,

Civilian
Casualties

At 20,000

SAIGON (AP)Y—Nearly 20,000
civilians were killed or swounded
during the fighting in South Viet-
num’s major population conloers
after the Communisis launched
their Mol offensive, U8, officinls
said Wednesday.

The eofficials said thal 3,730

svere  killed  and 16,000 were
wounded from Jan, 29, when the
atfacks were launched, to Teh.
9, an_arbitrary cutoflf dale . al-
though fighting has  continued
avpund many of (he cilies and
inside Saigon and Mue,
“In Saigon, 4,279 persons wore
treated in the municipal
pitals. The hospitals reported
anly aboul 250 persons died, a
ligure which appears low when
compared with the killed-waound-
et ratio for the rest of the
counlyy,

The ndhmlquc' ligures are atlll'

considercd incomplete, cspeeinl-
ly 1hose from Hue where ficres
fu,himg cantimies,

hos--

Clearing the Way for an Advance in Hue
meninied o8- syechanieal mlo: 'Zc}'ff:’i}'fi’f\si g 1o

vlear the way across a blitlge in the battle with
(,ommum‘;t fovcey ul Thie, Vietnam,

(UPI Radiephoto)

Marine Jets Pound Citadel
To Soften Up Red Defenders

SM’GON (AP)—-11.8, Marine
jut Tighier-bombers pummelted
a seelion of the old, imperial
Citadel in Hue with rockels, na-
palnt and lear gas Wednesday in
altempis to cul a path oy Ma.
rine ground forees frying to root
oul remnants of a North Viel-
namese regiment.

Just” before the Marine jels

entcred the 15-day ballle For Hue -

for the first time, the Marine
ground troops. pulled Dback *a
shorl distance™ 1o allow the
boubers {o come in, a U8, mili-
tary spokesman in Saigon said.
He o osaid, lhowever, the groand
troaps remained inside fhe
Citadel ilsell ready 1o assault
once the hombers had finished
softening up the Norlh Vietnam-
ose positions,

The T.5. 7th Air Force an.
neupeed i ois investigating ve-
ports that bombs dreopped dur-
ing a B2 slvike neur Saigon
Tuesday . affernoon Tell onlside
the tavget area and caused some
ecasuallies. If proven trte, it
would mark the first reporled
bombing error Ly the B#2s in
nearly three years of raids in
Victnam.

Associated Press pholog.laphu'

Al Chang veporied hrom Hue,
that U8, bMarine jet i‘ighlcr-
bumbers streaked into the eity
to bomb, strale and rockel a
section of the Citadel,

- The batile for the Citadel en-
{ercd its third week Wodnesday
with remnants of the North Viel-
namese regimenl stubbornly

holding on to their positions.

The jets made pass afler pass
attempling  to Dblast a  hole
through an ouler wall of the
fortress so that Marines could
drive through and uassault the
North Vietnamese troops held-
ing the inner Citadel.

Bul the Norfh Vielnamese
troops confinued to lay down
heavy barrages of five from the
battlements of {he walls they
held on Marine j;usitions only a
few hundred yards away.

While it mar kcd the firsl time

that American jet I1ghter-bomh-
ers had enteved the hattle for
the Ciladel, South Vietnamese
air force Sl‘y aiders had bomb-
ed and sivafed the Conununist
positions Monday after several-
days ol low-hanging clouds and
500-fool ccilings Degan to lift,
The air sirikes were direeted
only against the wall of the
Citadel. The interior arvea con-
taining 19th Cenlury monuments
and the old ecmperors’ (hrone
mmn is still evidently off limits
ocause of ity histovic value,

91 VC Slain, 13 Caught
In Battle Near Saigon

585 Vietnain Burpay

PIIU LOT—8onth thmmwe
{roops of the §5th Tnf, Div. killed

91 Viel Cong and captured 13

in a fievee five-hour bakile en
miles nmthmet of Smgon Thes-
day. :

. The government trnops launch-
ed a surround and destroy op-
erafion shortly alter dawn and
clashed with a batialion of black
pajama-clad Viel Cong belore
noon.

Unils of the 1st Cav. Rept.
caught the Vief Cong in the open
as  Lhey crossed rolling  hilly
where there was it le veaotation,

Supported by infantrymen-

from (he 7th and $1h Begls,, the
5thh ARVN Div. forces ]]lltbtl(.(l

the encmy as they sought to es-
cape aloug u 15-foot deep ditch,
- U.S, and Vietnamese Aiv Foree
planes blasted e vea, and
Cobra helicopter gunships were
called in to suppavl the govern-
ment troops.
" Contacl was broken when the-
Reds fled into ncarh,\' populated
arcas. Contacl in the area was
reporied as sporadic duri ing the
ddy Wednesday.
Government  casuallies
reported o be lght,
Sporadic ground fighting was
reported throughout Soulh Viet-
nam Tuesday hut the inlensity
of the fighting was 1le Tighlest
since the Conmmunist Tet offen-
sive bt,g,'m Jan, 31,

were

Saigon Pays Tribute to MPs Killed at Outset of Batile

SAIGON (UPD)y — “}\(,('('pt
these sacvifices,” the priest in-
toned.

On a table eoverad with svhite
cloth in [rond of e allar, 27
olive drab helmets made two
neat rows, ..

The priest’s words were fhe
ritual words of {he ¥Mass of Re-
quiem,

Zach of the helinets represent-
ed a military peliceman killed
in the opening hours of the hat-
tle of Szigon. On ecuach helmet
wasg the Latia motto of the 0.8,

é Pacific Stars & Strlpe‘l
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Jicemen in

Army "\Ilhicllv TPolice —
ordo,” law and ordey,
‘Behind the altay and the orpan
and the lecterns- for the three
thaplying were six military po-
green  fatigne  uni-
forms, Luch held the stundard
of an MP company thul took
part in {he batlle of Saizon,
The small, white, prefabricaied
chapel on the edge of Tan Son
Nhut AB was jummed Lo capae-
ity for the 45-minute service,
UK, Ambassador Ellsworth
Bunker was thore,

Col, Kyang Sang 1lce, provost
marshal for Koreun forces swas
theve. 1le arrived in a sedan

“lex e

followed b\’ a ]C(}[Jlﬂdd of Koe-
reait MPs and anether jeep load-
ed with flowers,

Gen., Wiliam €. Westmore-
Land, commander of 11,8, forces
in Vietnam, also was there.

About 400 soldiers  jammed
inlo every seal and down the
side aisles and across the back
of the chapel. The Prolestant
chaplain gave many reasons for
the homage being paid the dead.
He also said, ‘*“They were our
Iddies”

Many of the fatigue-clad MPs
wore their sideacms.

“Is it proper to walk into a
church armed,” one asked an

offu.u The aofficor noddod

The chaplaing’ words were
drowned oul by {hrobbing heli-
copters, Janding jets and heavy
trucks passing by, The steady
chatter of the MP radio filtored
through ihe walls Irom the wait-
ing ieeps.

When it became too loud, a
stocky first sergeant nodded at
a young MP and indicated the
door wifli a tilt of his head. The
MP slipped out and the radio
volume was turned down,

The printed programs listed
the men being honored,

The oldest was born in 1017
but the majority were “war

babies,” born in 1946 and 1047,

Pre, Wlllldm Sebust of Albany,
N.Y. celebraled his 22nd birth-
day a week before the battle of
Saigon starled.

. Pie. Warren B, Kenorly of
Griffin, Ga., would have been
22 a week latey, ’

They came from many states
and - Puerfo Rico, but all had
one thing in common—the line
that 1de “Dicd Jan. 31, 1968.”
- At the beginning of the list
there was a quolation from the
Bible:

“Greater love hath no man
than this, that a man lay down
his life for his {riends,”
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