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POPE AFB, N.C. (AP)

— President Johnson
told Vietnom-bound
men of the 82nd Air-
borne Div. Saturday
that duties of freedom
may become more dif-
ficult and dangerous
before this planet

knows a secure life.

Johnson made a sudden,
secrel light from Washing-
ton to visit paratroopers of
the 82nd waiting t; board
2 transport plane for Asia.

Jolinson trooped the line apd
grected men in green fatijue
uniforms, many of them already
Lattle-hardened in Vietnam. And
tien e meved over to a giant
C141 Starlifter plane and watch-
e<d 93 of the them board it io
reinforce the Allied treops in
Vicinam. -

. The President mentioned what
ne catled a second wave of ter-
ror striking at citics and bases
in Viciuam and he said the an-
swor musl he clegir—an unswerv.
ing determinaticn to resist as
other attacks have been resisied.
{Continned on Back Page, Col. 2)

Hero’'s Mother

AcceptsMedal

WASHINGTON (UPI}—A for-
eign-born draftee killed while
cleaning out a nest of Viet Cong
enipers {0 save his platoon was
honored posthumously Friday
with the nation’s highest award
for valor. ‘

Army Seccrctary Stanley R.
Nesor presented the Medal of
Honar,. wan by Pfc,

banese, in ceremonies at the
Pentagon. The slain saldicr’s
futher, Ralph G. Albanese, and
his 16-year-old sister, Rosita,
were also present. -

Ple, Albanese was born in
Venice, Italy, but emigrated to
the U.S. as a youngster, He was
a graduate of Franklin High
School in Scattle. He was draft-
ed in 165 and seni to VYietnam
in Augusl, 1966, wilh the st
Cav. Div, e was 20 at the time
of his death,

Describing his herolsm near
(Coutinued on Back Pnge, Col. 4)

 Troops Get LBJ Sendoff

. .AP Rodiophyto
PRESIDENT JOHNSON SHAKES HANDS WiTH DEPARTING 82ND AIRBORNE TROOPS,

Downed U.S. Pilot's Beeper
e Sl Heard 8 Hours After Crash

WASHINGTON (UPI) — The

Dofense Department said ¥ri-
day electronlc ‘‘beeper'” signals
were heard frem a US, pilot
eight hours after his plane was
shot down by a Red Chinese
MIG Tuesday.

But by the time naval
destroyers rcached the search
area, necar the Hed Chinese
coastal island of Hainan, no
further signals were heard from
the pilot, L. (j.g.) Joseph F.

" Dunn, the Pentagon said. The

search wase called off Thursday,

‘The department Issued a
statemzal  on the  ineident
apparently in response to a
Capley News Service slory
which said Washington officials
refused ta give U.S, 7th Fleet
permissicn lo pick up Dunn
because hizs plane went down
100 close ta Red China.

‘the statement did not men-
lion the Copley story hul went
into some detail about the
attempts to reach Dunn.

Dunn was plleting an un-
rrmed Al divebomber from the

Philippines s a U.S. carrier in
the Toukin Guil when his plane
straycd o within five miles of
Hainan Island,. the Pentagon
said.

A pilot who was flying on the
samie mission in another plane
escaped and flew back to Ida
Nang Air Force Base In South
Yictnam, the Pentagon said.
The second pilot  reported
hearing “'a good beeper” from
Dunn's plane.

But the battery operated
{Centinued en Back Page, Col. 5}

NEW RED ASSAULT

SAIGON {(UP})}—Com-
munist forces launched
coordinated rocket and
moiiar attacks against
Allied bases through-
out three-quarters of
South Vietnam early
Sunday. It appeared to
be another cycle in the
Communists’ general
offensive.

The Reds hit Sairon's
Tan Son Nhut Airbase with
powerful rockets., Fires
erupted on the flight line.
The bive chuapel was Dt
and buming.

Mortar rounds landed near the
“Pentagon East" hendquarters
of Gen. William C. Westmore-.
land - and the Joint General
Staff, ihe top Vietnamese milie
tury headquariers.

Some of the girpiancs at Tan
Son Nhut, Salgon's International
airport, were hit and spokesmen
reported at least 3% persons were
injured. The Communists struck

The battle for Hue conilnurs,
page §. Piclures, page 11.

with & light ground saltack al
one gate of the base.

U.S. efficials alsa reported
SRaOting near the 'ree World
Forces compound, headqguarters
far Australinn, New Zealand,
Thai, Korean and Filipino forces
fizhting in Vieinam, in Saigon's
Cliolon  district.

Helicopter gunships and (win-
engine Dreagonshing sent tyacers

{Continued on Back Page, Col. 1)

12 Perish -
In Tavern
Holocaust

MOBERLY, Mo. (UrD) — A
heavily-tatoced ex-convict, in-
censed because he was banned
from a tavern, Saturday was
charged with {urning it into
an inlerno with a gasoline can
and a match Friday, killing 12
persons,

The man, William E. Coteman,
handeuffed - and staring al the
floor, heard the reading of 12
charges of first-degree murder
accusing him in the holocaust
that enveloped the neighbor-
hood tavern in a matter of
scconds,

Magistrate William M. Strin-
ger, who barred the courtroom
of all picture-taking, saying it
(Continued on Back 'age, Col. 2)

A Family Affair

NORDHORN, Germany (UP1)
—-Police lannched a hunt for 2
car thief when a 47-year.old
clerk phoned them and said *“a
yoimg, fair-haired man, aged
about 22, had just driven away
his ear. Several hours laler they
received an embarrassed  call
from the same man, “Sorry,”
he satd, It was my wife”



his ammo clips.

A U.S. Marlne uses a brcak in the. fightmg in Hue to refill
Below him, a tank stands amid the rtﬁm. of a-

housing area. Marines and S(lllﬂl Vletnamese tronps are fighiing to

clear Red forces from the city. More prelures, Page 12,

Allies Inch Ahead in Hue,

Reach Citadel's

~ BUE, Vietnam (AP)Y—A Com-
unist force of about 500 men
entrenched in the ‘old walled
Citadel of Hue wdas beaten back
200 yards Satarday under sav-
age pounding from aviillery.and
ground assaully. hy American
Marines and South Vietnamese
soldiers.

A spokesman said the leh
Vielnamese battalion still - hold-
ing out in the Citadel- was
evidently determined to fight tu
ithe last man, 4

The American and South Vlet-
namese forces were pushing the
Communists ‘back along a mile
.and one half .front toward the
southeast wail of the -Citadel,
bordering the Porfume River
which Dbisects Hue, )

The American Marines were
fighting a house-te-house battle
aon the left {lank . of the allied
line. .
South V:etnameqc soldiers.and

Murines were in the center -and

on the right. The Scuth Vietnar-
ese were responsible for assaunlt-
ing. the inner Citadel, site of
Vietnam's imperial throne and
many ather historical, nionu-
ments, .

The Vietnamesé forces reached

* the wall of the inner Citadel but .

were unable to enier the ini-
perial area.

Heavy clonds again - settled
over Hue Satuiday, precluding
air support. The Lexlmg was only
500 feet.

-U.8.  Marines
'make repcau,d contact

continued to
with

North thnamese forces alnund
the southern edge of the city,
Coimmunist mortarmen Satur-
day sunk a U.S. Navy landing
craft in the Perfume River and
damaged five other Navy craft,
One Marine was known killed

‘aboard the sunk craft and ail

least 12 marines weré waunded
aboard it and other landing

‘craft docked at a loading ramp

on the north side of the city.

The Navy had beon moving
men, equipment and  supplieg

acress the river to US. forces.

Meanwhile, Communist jabs at
U.S. troops, artillery shelltng- of
government military headquar-
ters and the sighting of threo
tanks menacing another Marine
sir mu,pomt at Can Thien raised

ICC to Probe
Laos Charge

VIENTIANE, Laos (UPI) —
The TIuicrnational Centrol Com-
mission announced Saturduy
that it will nweqt:gate Laotian
charges that North Vietnamese
troops are-attacking Saravane,
358 wiles southeast of here.

The ICC, in a brief press re-
lease, said it has decided 1o
vigit th(, Saravane area as 5001
as pmuble

It is expected an advame
party of iwo officers will go {0
Pakse to make arrangements
for-ihe visil.

- fighting.

the possibility of a simulianeons.
drive by the North Vietnamese .

alt  across the -demilitarized

rane,

Alout thirty miles riortheast
of Khe Sanh, three North Viet-
numese fanks were sighted in
the nerthern half- of the DMZ
Friday afternoon north of .the
Ben Hai- River by Marine ob-
servers at a forward sutpost
.near Con Thien.

Just fo the we‘;t of Gio Lmh
Friday, U.S. Marines clashed
with Communist iroops 'in an
eighi-hour fight that left four
Ledthernecks dead and eight
wounded, There was nv report
on enemy casualties; Communist
gupners meanwhile hammered
South Vietnamese pgovernmoent
sector headquarters fi Gio Linh
and nearby Cam:Lo with nearly
N0 rounds . of 105-millimeter
howitzer actillery, 240-mitlimeter
rockets and mortars,

ourteen miles below the east-
ety hualf of the DMZ, north of
Quang Tri City, helicopter-harne
infanttymen from the U8 1st
Air Cav. Div. killed 3¢ Commu-
nist troops: in ‘a day of fierce
Four air cavalrymen
were killed and seven wounded.

In a delayed report, U.S, head-
guarters said that paratreopers
from the U.S. 10ist Airborne Div,
and air avdllymen killed &7
Communist Troops in two sena-
rate fights Thursday south of
Quang Tri City and northeast of
Hue, U.S. casualties were three
killed and 14 wounded

(AP)

Shell Kl"S
Doctor,
Patient

SAIGON (AP) — A_V’ie;t Cong
mortar shell scored a direct hit
on the operating rodm of a U.5,

-Army field hospital at Tay Ninh
"Friday night and lkilled the

Army doctor and the patient oo
whont he was working” = an
American serviceman wounded

" a short time earlier in the samea
- enemy shelling.

.. spokesman said a moi-
tar and rockel atiack hit the
headquarters camp of the 1st
Brigade, 2ith Tmf. Div. at Tay
Ninh, 40 miles northwest of Sai-
gon. Several sérvicemen were
wounded, the spokesman said.

Two hospital attendanls also
were wnunded

‘Plugue Reporied
In 3 Viet Cities

" SAIGON (AP) — Soine cases

~of hibonic plague have been re.

ported in three cities where

“fighting” occurred  during  the

Communist lunar new year of:
fensive, U.5. ofﬁuals said Sat-
urday.

They said the cases wers
usual for-ihis {ime of year and
that government health officials

were taking normal  precau-
tions. _ ‘
The exact number of cases

was not known, bul the reports

c¢ame from Tay Ninh, 70 miles
northwest of Satpen, Can Tho,
80'miles southwest and Ben Tre,

‘4.1 miles southwest.

3 Freed U.S. Pilots Whlsked Homeward

CLLARK AR, Philippines (AP)
~—Three TU.S8. fliers freed by
Hanoi look off- for- the United
States Saturday afterncon from
this big American air base in
the Philippines to complete their
journey home after some five
months of Communist captivity.

One of the three, Alr Force L.
Col, Morris M. Overly, 38, of
Wheeling, W, Va., fold newsmen
hefore d(’p&tii!‘l" “All we can
say is we're all feehng well and
in good health.”

They were cleared for depar-
‘ture after a medical checkup at
Clark’s modern base hospital
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_-shnwed them to be in

“ooad
physical  eondition,” an  Air
Force spokesman q‘ud

In Washington the Peuf:lp’ou
said the pilots were due 1o reach

-Andrews Air Force Base.outside

Woshington around midoight
and would ‘go on fo hospitals
near their homes.

A military spokesman said the
fliers would not make any state-
maents upon’ their U8, arvival.

Lt. Gen. Benjamin O. Davis,
commander of the U.8. 13th Air
Force based at Clark, told nows-
men the three had a heariy
sieak dinner during their two-
hour 40-minufe stopaver herc.

They flew in at 12:30 p.m. and
declined to meef the press, they

issued only a brief siatement - -

saying “we are certainly glad
1u have been released and to he
returning to the States.”

Overly consenied to make his
brief remark upon depariuve,
but all three turned down a
radio correspondent’s  request
that they say something for
Lroadeast to their families.
Overly said they had Sspoken
with their families by .phone ¥ri-
day but did net say from where
the calls were made.

The other iwe are Air Force
“Capt, Jon D, Black, 25, of John-
son City, Tenn,, and Navy Lt.
(j.z.y David P, Matheny, 24, of
South Bend, Ind.

O\rerly ‘was shot down over
North Vietnam last Sept. 11,
while Black was downed last
Oct, 27, and Matheny, Oct. 5.

The three had been released
by the North Vietnamese inlo
the custody of two niembers of
an American peace movement,
Jesuit father Daniel Berrigan
and Prof, Howard Zinn of Bos-

‘ton University. These two, how-

ever,  did not accompany the
fliers on the {light te Clark, and
Air Foree officials said they gdid
not know the present where-
abouts of the peace delegates,

The fliers were {irst taken to
Vientiane, capital of Laos, then
reporfedly to Udorn in Northern
Thailand, site of an airbase,

'SP4 Thomas M,

‘Pfc. Rene -
. Pic. Fred W. Junsonlus

jRa TN

Casualties

~ WASHINGTON (5&S) — The
Defense Department has  an.
nouniced the. following casualties
in connection with the confhet in
Vietnam.

KILLED IN ACTION
Army

-Cpl. Tennyson A, Thomas, Bessemer Ala,

WO Tommy G. Sondefur, Lo Grange, Go.,
5P4 Joseph Sanfos, Sacramento, Callf,

- Cpl. WHIls G, Cordin, Son Lerenzo, Callf,

Pic, It.Jume.-s D, Van- Hooks Leng Beach,
Calff
Pfc, Timothy J. Dineen, Vallefo, Callf,
Pvi. Larry E. Wittier, Petaluma, . Callf,
5FP4 Leon F. Huber, Tampy, Fla:
Fic. Gene .. Keahl | Ewa Beuch, Huawoit,
1LY, Gerald F. Pelimunn, Chicige, I,
5P4 Conrad E. Ress, Richmond, Ind,
Pfe. Mark J. Allstott, French Licl, Ind.
SSEf Michael W. Websler, Manhatian,
un.
Pie. Russell D. Bryant Jr., Fart Palk, Lo
5gt. Jack A. Beard, Boonsbarg, md.
1Lt. Redney A. Aliang, Malden, Mass,
5P5 Richard Connolly, Nabnosset  Moss,
SP4 Willlum A. Sowyer, Rochester, Micl,
Cpl. Edward J. Bovo, Wayne, Mich.
Cpl. Ronald W. Bryant, Detrolt, Mich,
5P4 Leon Hamner, Porterville, Mlss.
2Lt Harold A, Kram Jr., Clayian, Mo,
SP4 Larry V. Clasplll, Kansas City, Ma,
Pfc. Zock O. Rowlond, Bushy, Maont,
5Pd . Timothy C. Ochs. Daylon, N.J,
2Lt Kenneth E. Golden, Fort arugg. N. C
3P4 David M. Mabery, Asheville, N.C,
Pic. John H. Jackson, Kent, Qhio.
1L1. John J. Mc Hugh: Lonsdale, Pa. -
5P4 Lawrence G. Grussi, Bradierd, Pa.
Pfc. Jomes F, Porter, Warrlngton, Pa.
Plc. Hilberto Orfego, San Antonle, Texus,

© 5P4 Glenn D. Taylor, Redrmond Wash,

5P4 Leon Reid, Everctl, wash.

Pfc. Gary L. Compen, Woshougal, Wash,
1Lt Lynn H. Smith, Cudahy, Wise.

Pic, James M. Vielbcmm,‘ Slinqer, Wisc,

: Nov
HM3 Donald A. Klrkhum, Brookltield,
Wisc,
T Mering Corps
55pt. Alvin P. Mason, Carisbad, Calif,
PEE' Ralph  L.. Thompson, WIiminglan,
ol !
Plc. Willlom 5.
D.C

Gordon_  Washington,

1L, Donald D. Perklns Jr., Winnetka, Wi

Sat. Howard G. Vouughn, Chlcaga, 1.

L. - Wayne A, “Washburn, Peorla
H=ights, 111,

"Plc. Alfred L. ¢ MNabhb, Chlcoga, FI,

Pfc, Saul Zayas, Betrolt, Mich.
L'ERI Roberf N, Hutler Jr, Melghbors,
Cpl. Themous A. Meade, Orunqe. N
LCpl. Billy W. Wilson, Trentan Texus.
Put. Willlam D, Selders, Cody, Wya.
Ait Force
ME].I Robert G. Lupham,
allt, -

.

Bana Polnf,

DIED OF WOouND3
Marine Corps
pl Vernen C. Randolph, Mallne, It
P’NE.J Richard A. Feufhersfune. Rillsldea,

MISSING TO DEAD—HOSTILE
Army

SP-! Owen E. Mebust, Lynwoad, Cullf.

‘8P4 Ralph E. Whifs, Compton, Calif,

2!_11=f Davls J. Beardman, Miami Beach,
Pié Rnbert A Gates Morth Palm Bewch,

CWO Robert C. Biegel, "Chicago, It
Williom M. Sebast, Albany, N.Y,
SPJ Richard W. Perdve, New Salem, Pa.
550t  Archle Burnelte Jr., Abardess,

Wash, .
MISSING IN ALTION
Army

Muoj. Henrv G. Howentt

Coi. Robert G, Keals
Cob. Jumes E. Reed
1Lt Gerald B, Greendykea

LY Hugh R. Ac -Kibhin Jr.

SFC Jahn L. Church
Sgf. Charles T, Parker
5508, Guy R. Hively
S5nt. Bernard 5. Ryan
58gi, Steven W. Ziegler
S5gf. Roy T. O'Keefe
Snt. Kenneih L. Rogers
Sal. Kenneih J. Willioms

-5P4 Charles L. "Adkins

SP4 Quentin W, Bindar
SP4 irvin Brown

SP4 Philllp ©. Guillen
S5P4 Peter H. Heissenhutisal
SP4 Willard V. Johnsen
5P& Gilbert R. Lish

SP4 Danny R. Morihcuit
5P4d Edward Mc Corvey Jr.
Ross

Pfc. Roder D, Alberis

Plc. Gerald R, Andersan
Pic. Charfes J. Bauer Jr.
Z. Hernander

Pfe. Raymond E. Kromer
Pic. Thomas M. Mortlch
Pir, Allredo Medina Jr.
ic. Selmer E. Sulveston
Pfc. Paul A. Stender -
Plc. James D. Youwnghom
Pvi. Arthur F, Ellof
DIED NOT AS RESULT
OF HOSTILE ACTION
Marine Corps
Mark M. Langsten. Partland, Ore,
MISSING NOT AS A RESULT
OF HOSTILE ACTION
Army
Cpl. Donald P. Burphom -
CORRECTION

2t Jerry T. Bergen, USMC, Change
to read; 204, James T. Bergen (11, Ausiin,
Texus.

58gt, William A, Berry, USAF. Change
stafus from-died not os a resull of hostile
action to kilted In oclicn,

. S8gl. WHilam A. Berry, USAF, Changa

Saf. Renald Fair, USMC, Chonge siotus
from missing to deod-non  hesille fo
missing to dead-hosiile,

Thai Troops for Viet

BANGKOK (UPI) — Gen,
Prapas Charusatien, . depufy
premier, minister of the interior
and commander of 'the Thal
Army, said an additional 10,000-
plus Thai soldiers will seon go
to -South Vietnam to help the
allies fight the Communists.



ready at Song Be,
north- nmtheast of Saigon.’

~ground - forces will Lontmue.-

., The bulldup in men and equip- - -
““ment  was. the prelude to. the
. opmalmn o
e :au'me the S(mg Be area, .
. During the move, the ls't Bm-
. gade of the 101st.- All‘b()l‘n
was. air
55 mﬂes‘; .
‘of Song Be. At the S
airhorne
. troops were flown in from Phan
~ Rang, Phan Thiet and Bien Hoa.
Equipment ~and supplies were
also broughtin from these three

1018t - Aivborne’s

Ecwle,s”
Bao Locf

- “Screaming’
Slifted” nom
northwest

‘same  time, -

othu' ’

Jocations, pluq ‘Phuoe Vinh, Phu
Lot
<Vuna Tau.

Among thé ' vqmpment “and

'supphog airlifted were fuel, am-]
munition, food, howitzers, jeeps,
trucks, tr aller,s and other heavy

~ equipment.

- C-130 Hercules; 0123 P1 ovid-
ers and C7A Caribou tactical

aivlift aircrews of the 834th Air

Division flew 596 sorties in sup-

port of San Angelo and- anothei

44 sorties on regular resupply
missions to Song Be. The bulk
of the move was done by C- 130

airerews.

‘The man mspom:ble for the
over-all Air Fo-ce portion of the
airlift, Col. Malcolm P. Hooker,
, cal]Ld Army and Air Force co-
operation outstanding,

Air Force teams helped Army
personnel prepare loads - and
weigh equipment the day before
the move,

50,000 Sorties

For Phantom Jets

CAM RANH. BAY, Vietnam
(O) — In less than 26 months,
Air Force cicws of the 12th
Tactical Fighter Wing, flying
the F4 Phantom fighter-hbomb-
er, have ficwn 50.000 combat
sorties, The 12t TFW averaged
1,920 combat soities a month.

The 12th, commanded by Col.
W.E. Davxs, is the largest tac-
tical lighter wing in Vietnam
and has bheen flying combat
strikes  since carvly November,
1965,

L A(lchtloml tons of car rfo were-v'
~an‘hfted to ruupply units al-
75 miles
. The
o airlift s complcto but regular
- restipply missions to support the |

- Pfe. Philip R,

_enemy barrage,

Makmg

the Jobi Harder"szor Réd Inhlt;'ahrs'

Flarcs lcaxe smulw tralls in the skv ovcr Da Ndng as tlle nvor rvllccts the hvht dcsxgncd to e,\posc mmtramrs.

v(U‘SMC)

’Help Cr ry

Cam’ ‘Ranh de AB,. and_;

Impels GI
To Rescue

IxHE SA'\IH Vietnam. (T‘SO)——‘
A cry for help brought a Ma-
“rine “mortarman- {0 hrave
‘enemy bauage to aid a;wuund-
‘ed comrade on HIU 861. :

“Three of fmu enemy mos-
tar rounds bad struck the hill,
so I took off running and
jumped into oui un pit,”” said
Ballar, “Just as
I got under cover, I heard someo-

“body scream ‘lelp me'”

Ballard dashed ow. into the
looking Toy the

wounded Marine,

He found him lying “ nearby
and told him he would carry
him to a nearby trench.

“I' managed to pick him up
all right, but he was heavy,”
Ballard said. ““As T started tak-
ing a few steps, ail hell broke
loose from the NVA mortars,

“I said to mysclf ‘There isn't
anyone else around’ — then 1
picked up a head of steam. ran
over and jumped with him into
the treneh.”

A corpsman arrvived to treat
the Maiine's wounds. He was
medevaced from the hill and
later reported in good condition,

Ballard is an assistant gun-
ner with a 8Imm mortar sec-
tion, attached to clements of the
26th Marines,

AF Colonel Sets Mark
Of 1,600 Combat Hour

TUY H()f\ Vietnam (()l)
Flying Iluu different aireraft
in three different wars to com-
pile over 1,060 hours in combat
1s the achievement of Lt. Col.
Hubevt N. Shidmore, 44, of

Hendersonville, Tenn., com-
mander of the 363th  Tactical
Yizhter Sq. here.

Skidmore passed  the  1.000-

hour mark flving his F160 Su-
persabre on a close air support
mission near Khe Sanh in Guang
Tl Province near the DMZ re-
cently.

In World War 11, Skidmore

flew  combat missions i C47s
over China. In the Korean con-
flict, he flew F86s in combatl and
has logged 161 combat missions
in the F100 with the 31st Tace-
tical Fighter Wing.

His  toial  {lyving time  now

tops 5.000 hours in the air of
which 3,700 have been in jet aiv-
craft, Of that toial, 2,600 are in
fighter aireraft,

brave &n

Col,

V DA NANG, Vietham ISO) —"
Supply denks, forklift drivers,
bakers: and mechanics doubled
as infantrymen during  the Tet
Cterrorist
Logistic. Command reactionary
forces. killed 30 enemy north-
west of Da Nang.

period - while

Reactionary units from ]si
dad 3rd- Military Police, Maint-
enance and Headquarters &
Service - Bns., conducted - pa-
trels,  search and destroy mis-
sions  and sweeps against. con-

centreted enemy  action which
began Jan. 30.
After the Da Nang air base

was hit" by encmy loc‘kels Lt.
T.R. Hill, comnmndmgr of-
ficer of the 1st MP Bn. in charge

of Camp Books defense, aleirted

the reactionary units,

‘blocking force to seal
~cape roules if the attad\ came
“from the north.

Force:

~towards Combined Action ;
setting-up

hours two

The 3rd ieaction platoon of,‘
Bn was trucked to the

Maint. S
north cad of the air strip as a
off es-

'The second platoon shor (ly af-
ter dawn moved east of the field
Pla-
toon IEcho 3. After
outside the CAP unit they came
under - scattered small
{ire,

The 1st MP reactionary wunit

‘had  been  dispatched at 5:30
At 6:30, heavy  contact was
made 800 meters  south of the

Da Nang rviver bridge. The Viet
Cong were in a small villag
and (ree line less than 200 me-
ters away. In the following three
MP’s were killed and

But Can They Read English?

A rudio vperator with M Co.,

Trd Ba.

3th Marine Regt. hopes

fully broadeasts his tours status durving a sweep south of Ba Nung.

(USMC)

S were 30
“termined numbu' woundvd

broken

arms
Sing the

losses
unde-

Six woundvd
dead

ltncm\
cand - an-
Both

Cos psmen . and the bat-

Ctalion sergeant majon were . in-
Jjured - while carrying

Marines to salety. Contact was
‘when - the “MPs  began
laying down a heavy b.lse of
fire and a Huey gun.s_lup opened -

: U])

The MPs were wloc ated - dur-
morning on the road
from gate four to the Cam Le
bridge. There they joined units
from Maint, Rn’s reserve unit
and D Co., 3rd MP Bn.

Second Lt. Terry Johnson, a
platoon commander said, ‘*‘the
saquad leaders took control of
the moen, directed fire and saw
to the evacuation of the wound
ed — it was their fight.”

On Jan. 31 the Viel Cong
moved into Nam-O village north
of FLC. Vietnamcse Army
tangzers were assigned to clear
the village with FLC's unit as
blocking force.

That night the H&S Bn. pla-
toon guarded the refugee camp
which held Nam-0O villagers whe
fled as the VO moved into the
village.

On Feb, 2 and 4. they swept
the areas south and west of the
compound. The VC. after re-
portedly suffering heavy casual-
ties, withdrew from Nam-O,

11,918 Viets Get
U.5. Medical Aid

CUoCHIED Viemam 110y —
American medical and civie acs
o peosonnel teeated 114918
Vietnumese in medival civie ac-
tivtt programs throuzhout Haou
Nenda Provinee lust month.

Alag. Robert Ho Stecker, eivil
aifiivs officer for the dnd bBri-
vade, Yith Ind. biv suid ihe

toral  mioked  an neresse  of
JAGD patients over Decembeey
1057,
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" Reds Unleash Barrages at Allled Base

{Contluzed From Page 1)

streak.ng through the pre-dawn
sky near Tan Son Nhut.

Explosions ripped through
two ummunition dumps at Long
Rinh, the headquariers area for
the U.5. Army in South Viei-
nam; and nearby Blen Hoa AB
15 miles north of Saigon also
came in for heavy bombard-
mants, -

(AP said there was a report of
a pground assault following
shelling at Tay Ninh, 50 miles
northwest of Saigon near the
Cambodizn border. No other de-
tails were available, Tay Ninh
had been one of the few major
cities pot hit during the lunar
new year offensive.)

Scatlered atticks were report-
£d throughout a2 458-mile streich
of South Vielnam. The attacks
appearced as widespread but not
ay severe as the kick-off of the
Junar new year offensive Jam.
29 which sent an estimated 50,-
000 Communists inlo virtaally
every population center in the
country and convalsed the na-
lion lor two weeks.

Most of the atlacks were
made with mortars and rockels
hat veynral hm m and m““-.r-}v
positions in the dl!lld. were hit
with rifle and machine gun fire.

The first sketchy reports said
At least 29 citics or major mili-
tary positions were hit.

Here s 2 dundown acewding
to early reports,

Mekong Dejta: The provincial
cupiluis of Ben Tre, Kien Hoa,
Soc Twang, Rach Gia, My The
and Can The were morlared.
Nha Be, the US, Navy bane amd
big supply depot where Amerl-
cin merchant ships lrequently
cill also was hit,

Xl Corps Area including Sal-
gen: Ammunition cexplosions &t
U.S. Long Binh headquarieis
arez znd damege to HBlon MHoa
An Altm-ks al,niml US mh
JMI. l)lv. W‘l“\l“ [1LH 1) \-U Llll
Tne provincial capitals and dis-
trict towas of Lid Khe, Phu Loi,
Ben Cat, Cat Lal, Thu Duu.

. Binh Loc, Long Phan morlared,

Central Jighlands: Mortars
shunmed Inio {he Konlum air-
licld, several positions in Quang
Due Province and near ihe
mountain resort of Dalat. Hesvy
aliacks on Gia Nghia, capital of
mountainous Quany Due Prov.
Ince und a series of positions
clmh-hinn tow nw" Hnn l"cnnlvmll
an border and I'iuhllng Near
Phan ‘Thict, capital of ceasial
Binh Thuan Piovince,

World Weather

USAE Weather Centrof
TORYO J\RL:\

Sunday Niah: Modtly clovdy: Low 20's
Monday: fastly cloudy: Hinh 45
TEMPERATURES
Fed. 17

H L H L
Bonpkok 3 iS5  HNoho 39 52
Chitoue 2 0 Zalga | T ]
Giam n s Secut 41 15
tlaiuke 4@ N Taipel 59 0
Monilg 85 a5 Tokyo “n

H L R L
Alssny 7 o7 Loulswllle & 4
Albuque 32 25 Melboumme 95 &5
Amarlile £ 2 Memphis 1 26
Allanta M7 Mlami 7 57
B'munghom 32 31 Milweykee 47 12
BismorsX 13 -3 Moicow 1w
Bolse 45 ¥ NYC » 2
Bezlon — ) M. Pighe 42 W
Chicano 7 7 Oklo.City 4 N
Cincinnatt 45 21 Omaha 0w 7
Clevelang H 11 Porfs 0 X
Denver 42 20 Phila, @ M
Des Malnes 43 18 Phoenix &3 44
Detrcl? & 1 Pirburph ¥
Duluth B -9 Pert, Q. £ 29
Folrpanks @ 16 Ramig Cly 27 16
Farno w4 Reno n 77
Fori Worth 83 31 Richmand 51 1A
Hong Kong 51 T Ihgopore &7 75
Honolulu e Shbouvis 3 N
Houston 54 M 5t Poul n 9
ind'poi ks 45 1% Soi Luke 40 24
Jocktville &7 4 S.Anlonle 48 32
Jakorig 3 W SanDiega A8 55
Konsos City 56 25 SunFran. 57 54
K. Lumgur 38 id Seciiie MO
tonVenns 42 43 Shrevenawl 40 37
Loundon 43 31 Sydney 0 A5
LA, 7 s Wash, 49 27
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1.8, Marines fighting In the Citadel in Hwe come wnder sniper

fire, A platoon lexder and his radie eperator press into the rubble

fer cover an anolher Marine opens fire on the North Vlchﬁmese

sniper.

{S&S Radiophoto by Spec. 4 John Olson)

LBJ Hails Troops—

(Continwed From Page 1)

Johason said that in Vietnam
“American security ax well as
Vietnam's frecdom 'is now fac-
inz A dangcrous challenge.”

“1 know,” he said, “that you
will serve the cause of ficedom
just as your forefathers served
i

Speuking from = platform look-

ing vul weruss (v men musiered

before him, with & strong wind
fapping their battle fiags, the
President said:

“We, all Americans, ate proud
ef you and 1 come here 1o speak
to you on behall of all Ameri-
vans and tell you are the finest,
because you are the Alrborne'

The troops answercd with a
roar; “All the way."

Johnson decided Saturday
murning Lo fly to North Cal‘ulina

and then on to the West Coast
o visit ciements of the 10.508-
man pool of reinfercements now
flowing o Vietnam.

-He expected to stop at Marine
instiailations in Calitornis.

" Here at Pope AFRB, iinked to
Fort Bragg, which i the home
of the ¥ind Abrborne and the
Green Beret
ommum wns m‘“&\ﬂl Aty
the ranks of massed men hy the
find’s commander, Maj.
Richard R, Seltz,

The general introduced ofii-
tets and men aidke, The Prosl-
dent shook hands with many,
patted soldlers on the shoulders,
and was told when he met the
gun commander of B Co. that:

“They call them (he devils in
bagey pants, sie.”

Spcciu! Porces,

Medal-

(Cotinued From Page 1)

Thu Muu on Dec. 1, 1968, the
Army aald:

“Disregrrding danger 10 him-
sell, he advanced 106 meters
siong a diteh and killed six snip-
ers with awtomatic weapons.

“When his aminunition was
exhausted, he engaged and kill.
ed two more enemy soldiers
i Dorce Band-tehaind woiutbul,
In this fizht, which zaved the
llves of many members of his
plateenn who otherwise would
huave fallen lo spiper fire from
the diteh, he was  motially
wounded.””

Albanese was the 28th mem-
her of the military services to
be accorded the Mcdal of Honor
far hevaism in Vietnam, Fifteen
of the awards have been pest-
humous.

(Continued From Page 1)
could weejudice the case, set
Coleman's arralgnment for Feb.
28,

Palice hrought the 37-year-old
Coleman, whom they described
as the town troublemaker, from
the safety of an unnamed jail
where he was held in scerecy
overnight te the couuty court-
house.

Eigzht men and four wamen
perished in the hotel lavern
blaze.

Coleman, his dark brown hair
badly mussed and clad in a
brown jacket and wash pants,
arvived shortiy after a coroner's
jury ruled the 12 victims *‘died
by accident due to the act of
man,"

He spoke in a low tone when
he told the judze he had no

allorpey  and  nwo money 1o
employ one. He was informed of
his rights.

Coleman was remanded te the
city joil without bond wuatil
Wednesday, when he was to
report his progress in obtaining
an attorney.

Sherllf Amos magi'u(u':a said
Coieman would be kept in the
Moberly jail unlil the county
jail at nearby Ilunisville could
ke strengthened,

“Ile's (Coleman) tore that jall

up so miich fn the past I have
to fix it up before I can pul him
in it," Magruder sald. Coleman
has a record of colght juil
escapos.

Fire Chief Leroy Willis, 47,
sald Coleman *did it as a
grudgze” because he had heean
banned from the tavemn,

Most of ke bodies, six at one
funcral home and six at
another, were burned beyond
recognition in the explosion and
firo, . .

Willis said “there was an
instant fire all over the place.
Thosz poor people didn't have a
chance.”

Their kodies were found piled,
like haphazardly stacked cord
wood, against the door of a
storaze room at the rear of the
building, a door that opened in
instead of nut and against which
they apparently hurled them-
selves in panie,

Coleman had been barred,
because of his long criminal
record, from the tavern on the
ground fleor of the ancient
Ruadolph latel, & palat-
chipped, thren-slory brick strne-
ture localed in a low-rent
districi. Four persons scated
near the front of the tavern
escaped through the front door,

Ex-Con Held In Fire Deaths

-l’llllm oleman sls I
Moberly police station after be.
ing charged. (A¥ Radiophoto)

Fate of Pilot
Still Unknown

HONG KONG. (UPI}—Com.
munist sources here have glven
no indication of the fate of the
pilot of an American Navy plane
shot down -last Wednesday by
Red  Chinexe warplnnu near
Halnan island.

llowever, a repart in the ofs
ficial organ of ithe Red Chinese
armed forres sald the American
plane “immediately exploded”
when one of the Chinese plancs
seored a “'dlrect hiL”

The American plane was an
nharmed, propeller-driven Al
Skyralder, according (o U.8.
Navy officials, It was piloted by
Lt. Joseph Dunn, 27.

Pilot—-

{(Continned From Page 1)
rescue device was heard only
once during search opcrations,
for 20 minutes late Tuesday
afternoon, ahout eight hours
altee Dunn's plane went down.

By this time, the statement
said, the aircralt carriers Coral
Sra and Kearsarge and several
testroyers were heading toward
the scene of the crash but were
still 10 hours away [ram the
point where lhey could have
launched helicopters to pick him

up.

The Copley News Scrvice
version ‘of the story, written by
L. Edgar Prina of ijis Washlu;,--
ton bureau, said the 7th Fleet
cnmmander, Vice Adm. W:lliam
F. Bringle, notified the Penta-
gon Tuesday night that he was
ordering an aircraft carrier and
iwo destroyers 1o pick up he
pilot.

Prina said the order was
blocked *‘presumably by offi-
cials at high levels of govern-
ment” and U.S. helicopters and
other aivcraft were orderad not
1o approach closer than 12 miles
off Hainan Island.

The Non-Candidates

CAUSEY, N.M, (AP) — The
filing deadline for the March 5
election of miunicipal officers
has passed and no one threw a
hat in the ring.- Village Clerk
Mallie Parnell said an election
will be held anyway 1o give vol-
ers a chance t0 write in names.
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