'REDS DOWN €123’

 Fear 49 Dead at Khe Sanh

SAIGON (AP)—Mili-
tary spokesmen an-
nounced Thursday

that all 44 US, Mo-

rines ond five Air

Force crewmen were

@ presumed dead on a

C123 transport plone

shot down by Nerth

. A 1 P BTrARERIT (5] . Vietnamese unfire
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« for a fourth stra:ght day,
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. Bwes fields, m:ht;ry p'(;sts and

populatmn centers in scat-
tered parts of South Viet-
nam.

Reporis from Marine  Fead-
quarters al D Nang, 110 miles
southeast of Khe Sanh, said the
stricken  aircraft woenl  down
Wednesday about five mites cast
of the combat base in South Viet-
nam's northwest corner, The
million-doflar pline wus hit by

1 0-caliber machine pun fire, the

' reports said,

Several other transport planes
and heliceplers have been down-
«i in and around the Khe Sanh
perimeter,

The {"17%c krvnun 1o the Mna
rines as “Mortarmagneis’™ be-
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D 32000 Y e W CALUMET, la. (A?) —
Twenty-one miners  were
lrapped deep in the cerie cav-
erns of a sait ine carly Werd-

i hesday wftor fire broke mo in 4

i shult and severed an clevator

J huist,

i : A The last word heard fraom ihe

! AP Radiophoia men,  about  midnight,  was:

! DEMOMSTRATORS PROTESTING SALISBURY HANGIMGS CLASH WITH POLICE OUTSIDE LONDON'S RHODESIA HOUSE. “Pull up the caxe!™ After that,

. ___communications cvables  wege

; ] burned and severed. leaving

5, Comnlled- From AP and LR ,' l “ thase on the surface unaware of

- peerenssy Top Czecn Poiitical Officer &

: }'an_ged three A“E‘-'_a“s fitwisi Emergeney  unils  swarmed

7 reprieved by Queen Eliza- into the remole marshy arca

; beth in an execution that bordering the Guil of Mexico,

mav force a final shawdown Ips U o odey s s sy um where sait mini:;;.: s @ multi-
P ot : tillion dollar industry,

with Britain over indepen- ) . N . . State  Police Supt. Thomas

dence. WASHINGTOL\_: (UPIY —The the United Siates an(l_ had  just as secretive nhpm the route  Byrbank scaid trowpers ar the

) Rhodesia's hangman, a cafe  top political officer in Conunus  requested permaunent resideace  of the defection as it was of the  scene reported workers were

; owner, had stood by at Salis-  nist Czechoslovakia’s army has  in America. Sejans” whereabouts, but it was  rving lo build another shafl in

! bury's Central Prison since defecied to ihe United Siates While McCloskey  stopped  believed the three lefl Hungary (( ontinued on Back Paee, Col .:,

. varly morning to execule the where he  seeks  peemanent  short of  calling Sejna a where they had been visiting -

! three Neygro Alfricans, residence, the State Department delector. other State Depzrt-  and traveled through Yugosla- l,l” TU’(G 'rhose

| They were James Mlambo  said Wednesday. ment officials said there was  via and Trieste envoule o Italy,
atd Victes Rhilanidnd, coenviciad The delectivie of Maj. Geno Juide  praciical diifeienee i Mun. Sejng said her hushand

! of murder in the firchomb death  Jan  Sejna, who fled his arking for permanent residence told her he was poing to visit '—And $1001000

: of a while molorist and Duly homeland 10 days ago, was secn and political asyvium. relatives in Bohemia when he CINCINNATI (UPDh—Al air-

| Shadrack, sentenced to hang for as a valuable windfall for U. 5. Seina was accompanird on his  1eft home Feb. 25 My hushand  port limousine chaufirur Jolm

i tiie murder of an African wribal  nteliigence officials. flight to tne United States by did not arouse in me even the  Feucht  did  was give

. chief, Sejna, 40, is hidden away  his son, Jan, and his son's  shadow of suspicion,” she said.  passenger two suiteasex, The

: Experls said the mornping  somewhere in the Umited States, hancree, Evzenie Musidova, “Ite took only a dispatch ca~e  man pointed foward them il

snap of the hangman's rope al-  apparently undereecing thoroush Seina’s wife was quoted in a  from home.” said, “Tl take thase”

most certamly foreshadowed an  briefings with U. 8. officials. Prague newspaper Sunday as McCloskey said he could not PPalice reported $100,000 v orth

imminent severance of the tasy Staie Department spokesman  saying that the girl had told her predict whether Nemma would  of diamond  rings, bone
\ thin ties linking Britain with Robert J. McClaskey told she intended to become Mrs. apply for U. 8, citizenship, handled by Morry Aucrbick, a

the white-ruledd colony  which  reporters that Seina left Rome  Sejna’s “legal surcesvor.”™ Theoretically, an alien can  sulesman for the LD Co,

(Continucd on Back Fage,Col. 1)  I'el. 28 on a visilor's visa [or The Stute Departmenl wus  (Contlaued vn Back Page, Cal. 1) Inc., of New Yok, were luken,



B52s Hamme!r
Red Positions

Near Khe Sanh

sAS Vle'!num Byreay -
SAIGON—BJZS made three separite ralc]s on enemy
positions around the besxeged Marine - outpost of Khe

Sanh Tuesday.

Supply dumps, . autnmatxc weapans sites and enemy
troop positions three miles south of Khe Sanh were the
targets for evening B52 raids. The. bombers returned to
the general area. later at night to strike at bunkers and

50,000

Reds Dead

In1 Month

SAIGON (AP) — U8, officers
said Wednesday the North Viet-
namese and Viel Cong have lost
50,000 dead in their opevations
against cities . and other major

centers in South Vielpam from '

“ Jan, 30 unlil midnight Tuesday.

2

As against  this, - Americans
kllled were listed at about 2 000
and South Vieinamese, at 4, [100

- Figures for the wounded on
both sides .were not relcased,
but thé over-all losses of South
Vietnamese froops killed,
Wwounded e.nd nusqmg were
‘placed at 97

The Suulh thna]11e=ae, a sen-
foir 1.8, commander said, arve
working lavd to rebuild their
forces and alveady have 1uduu,-
e 14,009 new men,

Th:. Soeuth Vlemam(sc, this
officer said, “have speeded. up,
their training program, shorten-
ing the former 13- wu_L\ training
period to nine wecks. ™

“Ihe future is a conlest 'of ve-
building forces—the battle of
thie rebuild,” he said. "‘And the
enemy has a forniidable task i

U.S. Releasing
3 N. Viets -

SATGON - (AP) — The Umted
States is releasing. three Nerth
Victnamese sailors, the - U.S;
Mission annonnced Wednesday.
U.S, sourees said they were be-
ing freed in exchange for the
three Ametican fiiers released
last menth by Haoei.

A spokesman jor the U.8. MH-
sion said the three Communist
prisoneis are fram o group of 19
North Vietnamese seamen cap-
tured by the U.S, Navy off the
coast of North Vietnam in- July,
1966, Twe of the group were re-
leased in the spring of 1967.

The spokesman said the mis-
sion has asked the International
Control Commission to take the
three prisonevs 1o Hanol on an
1CC plane as soon as space is
available,

‘bivouac. sites.

These raids fol-
lowed an early ‘morning attack
on. enemy troop- positions two
and eight miles west of Khe
Sdnb

- The huge hombers alqo hit
anti-airerait sites, truck parks
and infiliration routes L% miles
nocthwest. of A Shau and 23
miles north northeast of Saw{m
dm ing the day.

In. the air Wd[‘ in- Nmth Vlet~
nain, #1035 Thunderchiefs  from
the 383th Tactical I"ighlu Wing
silenced-a surface-to-air missile
site 24 miles north northeast of
Mu Gia pass Tuesday. F4 Phan-
tomq [from the 8th. TFW bombed
A rajlvoad yard 42 miles north:

west of Hanol Tuesday, but poor N

weather prevented an
mcnt of damage.

Storage areas and commuinica-
t:{m lines. iu the panhandle wers
attacked by other- Air Force
pilols diving the day, The.pilots
1L|m1ted dthlO\’lﬂg or damag-
ing four storage structures and
four barges. Roads. were cut in
five places by thesc pilois.

. Meanwhile, carrier-based Navy

aS\Ebb-

© A Intruders caused three sec-

ondary explosions and two fires
in a truck park six miles north
of  Gio Linh, just north of the
dumhtduze{l zone, Three fort-
1[1catmn‘; were also destroyed
in the Navy raids.

The Intruders also bombed the
Nam Dinh railread yard 45 miles
southwest of Haiphong and rail-
road sidings 10, 12 and 40 miles
riorth northeast of Thanh Hoa.
Poor weather prevented damage
assessment, however.

Other A6 pilots cratured thie
approach to a highway ferry.38

miles souilicast of Vinh and hit -

a boat yard 23 miles east norih-
east of Haiphong..

Marine pilots also bombcd the

Gio Linli area. They caused bwo

secondary c‘cp!oqmns at an artil--

lery position in the DMZ, near
Gio ILinh, Five bunkers. nine
miles from Con Thien were also
destroyed by Marine pilots fly-
ing F8 Crusaders.

Col. Hood Takes Post

CU CIII, Vietnam (I0)—Col,

Burion F. Hood Jr. has suc-
cecded Col. Jasper J. Wilson as
the 25th Inf. Div. chief of staff.
Wilson has been reassipned . as
the deputy post comniander at
Fort Hurlchuca, “Aviz.

Villager or Viet Cong?

US Marmes check the credenlisls of a Viet-
namese evchst at Ieft, and ol vl!lagcrs on a

heavily laden bus er a highway- near Hue.

(Pl

SAIGON (AP) T A senior

U.S. officer said Wednesday lie-
believes ithe baltle-ruined city of -
Hue and not Khe Sanki is .the’
nexi objeclive of-the Norih Viet-

namese- forees. :

“3 don’t vule out an ﬂttack
against Khe Sanh,” the' top-
ranking mililary source said,
“hut my impression is thai he
{the MNorth Vietnamese) has.a
greater interest in Hue.

“In-omy opmlon, Hue . 15 his
nexi- nb]ectwe

The senior officer, who asked
that his name not be used, said
the North Vieltnamesa also were
interested in capturing Quang
Tri Cil), capital of South Viet~
nant's northernmost province.

Like Hue and Xhe Sanh,
Quang Tri.is in the fronfier area
where the North Vielnamese
have deployed four divisians—a-
bout 40,0007 men—plus some 1o-

Red Mine Kills

UPI Cameraman
SAIGON (AP) — Hiromichi

‘Mine, a Japanese photographer

for United Press International,
was fatally .injured Tues.day
when the military vebicle he
was riding in struck & road
mme

Mine, a prize winning pho
tegrapher firom Tokyo, was cov-
ering the 1st Cav, Div. necar
Phu Bai in -northern South Viet-
nam when the mishap occnred.

The exploston also claimed
the life of a soldier. .

Mine had been-on temparary

"assignment here from his post

in Tokyo.

Westy Clears Air on Command Shif

TSES Vleinum Bureaw
SAIGON -—— Gen. William C,,
Westmoreland, commanding
general of all U.S. forces in
South Vietnam, said Wednesday
the changing of command in
the I Corps lactical zone was
not a reflection on the U.S.
Marine Corps and the 3rd Ma-

rine Amphibious T'orce,

In a statemeni to the press,
Westmoreiand said, “It has dis-
tressed me preatly- (o learn
that some news arlicles have

- & Pacific Stars & Stripes
Friday, March 8, 1568

interpreted the changing com-
mand arrangements in the I

Corps tactical zone as a reflec-.-

tion apainsl the U.8. Marine
Corps and the 3vd’ Amplnbmus
Foree.”

Wcstmmeland ‘said, “Contra-
ry to thesa. qpccui'ltlv_e news
slories, I wish to make it ahb-
soluiely clear that these ai
rangemenls are based on tacli-
cal and management considera-
tions and have nothing to do
with the performance of the
Marines, which is, and always
has been, excellent.”

Westmoreland said in veler’

ence to the pgreat U.S. troop
build-up in South Vietnam's
five mosi northern provinces

‘that “one of the principles of

military management is that
the span of contirol of com-

- manders must be kept within

normal bounds. There is a limit
te the number of subordinate
units that any one commander
cun conlvol efficiently."”

He concluded his statement
by saying, I wish to state em-
phatically that I have great
admiration for the U.5. Marine
eonfingent in Vietnam, from its
commander down te the lowest
private.” - -

The -military source, who hids
access 1o highest intelligence in-
formation, said the North Viel-
namese have “better than a di-
vision {(more than 16,000 men)
deployed- around Hue.

The «city, the 1%th
imperial capitai

cenfury
of Vietnam,

>, Not Khe Sanh Next

: ca} Vlet Cong wnits.

was {*apiurcd by the . Commu-
nigts Jan, .31 in their lunar new

year offensive against cities and

towns. The allies recaptured it
in the fiercest suslained hattle
of the war, which lasted through
rearly all of February, but
miich of the cily of 140,600 now
is iu ruins.

Vietnam Casualties

. WASHINGTON - (S&8) — The
Defense Department has  an-
notnced the [ollnwing casualiies
in counnection -with the cnnihct
in Vietnam,

KILLED 1IN ACTION
Army
Pfc. Breadus D. Hilyer, Opellke, Ala.
Sgé Raymond D. Burboge, tong Beach,
alti.
Spec, 4 John 'R, Stevenson, Walaul.. Calit,
Spee., 4 Terry L.:Vinge, Venfura, Callf,
Pfc. WiHiom D, Choi, Soguel, Calif.
Pvil, David R. Lehr, Sun Rdfael, Callf.
Pl Iﬁlchurd D. Willtams, Sen Bernardinag,
Cn
Plc. Lesile -R. Lewis, Chicaga, W,
Col, Randy €, Moore, Trolalgar, Ind.
$5g. Willlam L. Walsan, Vaolley Smllun.
Ky,
Sgl, Nalhan L. . Rebinson, Huarredsburg,
Ky. .
Spec, 4 David 1som, Manchesier. Ky.
Pfc. Frederick J. O'Connor Jr., Stmer-
ville, Maoss.,
Sgt. Dennis F. Gulich, Delroit, Mich,
Spec. 4 Woync E, Pinge!, Lapeer, Mich.
Pfc. David J. Link, Grond Raoplds, Mlch,
Spec. 4 Gerald F. Tracy, Dennison, Ainn.
Pfc. Walter D. Faith, Berline N. L
Spee, 4 Potrick Skeet, Galiup, $.m,
Spec, 4 Charles E, Robens, Rochester,
N.

Y.
Spnr 4 Lean E. Walers Jr, Oneunm,
Y.

Sic Duane H. Snvder, Fayelleville, N, C,
Pic. Williom L. Newsome, New Rachelle,

N. Y,
Pfe. Willie F. Shipmon; Bladenbore, M. C,
Spec. 5 Rey R. Robinsan, McArthur, Ohio.
Spec, 4 Robert L. Heard, Clevelond. Qhlo.
Col, Frank J. Wolle, Wescosvllle, Pa. -~
Spt. Robert L. Simmans. Ridgeway, §. C.
Pfe. Moble Collins Jr., Segum, Tex

MNavy
SN Rnchurd C. Adama, Wacdhuvcm N.Y,
Marine Corps
Ple. Rlchurd A. Huetlner, Oceonside, N, Y,

Pie. iSt:lmutﬂ D. Mcinturf McConnelsville,
Ohiio.
Pwvi. Joseph M. Sinkewicz, Plymouth, Pda,

Air Force
5Sgl. Willard F. Hayes, FoyeHlevllie, N. C,
DIED OF WOUNDS
Marine Corps
Alan G, Floyd, Decalier, Go,
MISSING TO DEAD—HOSTILE
Army

Ple. David J. Mencavage, Scatisdale, Ariz,
Sgt. Charles F. Strack.’ Santez, Calif.
Cpl. Larry A. Pe Lo Resa Jr., Baldwyin

Park, Calif.
Spac. 4 Ronnie J. Bskew, Yuba City, Callf,
Spé:c‘ f4 Thomas H, Pchzrmun, Montelalr,

ali
Spec. 4 Thomas €. Vaughon, Beli. Calid,
Pic. Morton Z. King, S&n Diega, Callf,
Piz. Frank D, Ortego, Saugus. Colif,
Ple. Denpls E, Mussman, Benver, Cols,
Plc. George G. Lescarbeau, Hartford,

Lonn.
559, Rebert L. Mosley, Atldnla, Ga.
55q. Aleki Jeremio, Hdnolulu, Hawali,
Pfc. Darryl W. A, Poinier, Gillespie, NI,
Spec. 4 Barton W, Brooks, Clayton, Kon.
Pic, Charies R. Horfon, Levisville, Ky,

Pic.

.
551,

JILh

~ Pfc. Dopcld D. Philbeck, Richmond, Ky,

Spec. 4 Anthony J chdersun, Morgunzu,
Ln,

Pic. Howard L. Pulnler, Muskeqon. Mich.

Spec. 4 Joe H. Brown, Jacksan, phiss,

Pic. Rohert L. York, Maple Shade, N.J,

Spec. 4 James H. Milich, Cornwall, N, VY.

Pic, Frederick T, Willioms, New York
City.

W0 Kenneth D. Scott, .Bear Creek., N, C,

SFC Jonuthon R. Gaddls, Fayetteville,

C.
Clilferd €, Sims, Fayejeville, N. C,
Pic. Roger D. Alberts, Fort Totten, M. D.
55g. Ronoid L. McCeollum, - Shreve, Ohie.
Spec. 4 Tenald T, Ewall, Parma,. Qhio.
1Lt. John C. pdartin, Mewton Square, Pa.
P{c. Tervence E. Fedor, Allentown, Po,
: gerpn:le M, Bozorih, Beech slond,
Plc. Sllos E. Glbs_un. Greenville, 5. C.
Plc, James b, MECoy, Trenion, Tenm,
$gi, Lorry D. Neashill, Guorlund, Tex.
Sgl. Aurelio R; Ramaon Jr.. Edroy, Tex.
Soec, 4 Gerorge W. Rushinn, Conroe, Tex.
Pic. lose A, Soldivor, E{ Pdsa, Tex.,
Pic Raylleld -‘Wiltiams, Tallos, Tex.
Spec, 4 teonard M. Pilpps, Renlon, Wash,
Pic. Gearwin P, Tousey, Green Bay, Wis,
Muorine Corps '
Sql. Themas F. “oung, Hot Springs, Ark.
Cpl. Dovid F, Schnelder, Aven, Chie,

MlSSlNG IN ACTION
Army

Muaj. Michael J. McGinnis,
11, Rodger R. Herlel,
Spee, 4 Po'rick H. Dawney.
Spec. 4 Jerry DL Evans,
Spec. 4 Richord J. Foulkner,
Spec. 4 WIHTe L. James,
Spec. 4 Jomes E. Murray.
Spec. 4 Edward Singleten Jr.
Spec. 4 Mehvin U, Wonogeshik.
Snec, 4 Albart Word,
Pic. Gerald W. Allen.
Pic. Douglos M. Bocal,
Plc. Gola C. Belleyvoun.
Pic. Dewales J. Burdick,
Pfc Earl E, Parker.
PFc. Mlchael D. Sheghan.
Pwvt. Edward J, Torin,

Air Force
#aj. Crosley J. Flitlen Jr,
tAal. Gilbert 8. Palmer,
Capl. Cleveland 5. Harris.
Capt. Thomas T. Wrighi,

Havy
5N Larry E. Sinks. )
DIERP HOT AS A RESULT OF
HOSTILE ACTION

Army
Sgk. Elvein E, Nlous, $an Francisca, Collf)
Spes. 4 Thamas A, Eckl, Pomena, Calif.
Cnl, Jack G, Krider, Carben, Ind. .
550. Willlom E, Boone, Now Yark Cily.
Spec. £ Micholus P. Llgemmari, Jamese
inwn, N, Y.
Spﬁc.cs Lavney E. King, Fayetleville,
WO ¥illlum R. Highl, Charlesten, 5. C.
55p. Forresi F. S. Spltler, Denbinh,- Vo
MISSING TO DEAD—NON KHOSTILE
Artmy .
CWO Roy B, Parsons, Dalevilie, Ala,
WO Stephen J, Cohtn, Mlami, Fld,
CORRECTION
T5gt, Albert H. Kehrii. USAF, Chunge
Namez to reed: TSgt, Herberl A, Kehrll



g 7?;‘ were maskmgi

The Seabees fell - ,ﬂont

: pm‘xmeter

" bobbed - ‘down: ‘a_ridgeline. “By

~ U God; they drm t even care about’
S bmn"
sald :
Mor tar 1'ounds splashed 0ut_
the lights con- .
tinued- nuanderm'r into a valley, -

seen

into the ridge,

500 -meters flom the saulhem
perimeter, - -
-~ The attack came, but at xmd-

night, not at 9 p.m., -and it was

a Sapper battalion, not the two

infantry divisions known to be
Jurking amidst ‘the " gray- gicen

- Khe Sanh hills.

In his red dirt twnch on a.
knoll outside the southern peri-

meter, Capt. Waller
lantem-jawed rangy
viser, clung to the carth as his
exposr‘d position came under a
rain of mortar and rocket fire.
The Vietnamese Rangers Gunn
advises were grafted on to U.S.
Marine lines one month ago,
The Communists had tunnelled
to within 50 meters of their peri-
meter wire during the weeks of
fog and rain.
’I‘he Sappers

Gunn, a

lashed into the

Vietnamese positions in  the
main attack. »
Rockets flying red tails

whirled into the baqv. A direet

i Bevond the thinly 58 ndba;géd”
trench lines of the Khe Sanh -
red and white. h ghis =

a ‘30abae svnh y gt

U.S. Ad-

mortar lnt haxdly scary o
- six-foot deep ‘rock roof on tlu, :
. “Scabee bunker. A direct artillery i
~ hit'in Marine lines at the north-
“west corner killed five Marines.

The Vletnames

a good night.

dew L slipped  in
cracks in the heavy mist, It

‘brought the whomp,ot a Commu-
‘nist  130mm . howitzer I
-Co Rac’
17,0600
yards to the west bevond Marine

» battery
that resides -in the
mountains . inside Laos

artillery range. The Marincs
prefer the artillery ta mortars.
The whomp of the shell firing
gives them a split second to
duck, and that is usually enough.

Gunn surveyed the triumphant
smiles of the acting Ranger bat-
talion commander, Lt. Truong
Thuoc, who had received a re-
port that 70 Communist bodies
were lying over the small ridge
100 meters distance, outside the
wire, Only a hdndtul of Rangers
were hurt,

- place,

thr ough :

‘,_»belwve us (,apt'un :
-check for. yourself
The red alert continued until -+
- two o’clock. By then initial scare.
‘reports of Commumsts ,
~.the wire had proven: erroneous. -
: Rang,ers were -
-~ slugging it out bullet for bullet
w:th the' attacking Sappers: but

no major & ound attdck .seemvdf
: mlmmmt ' '

The Seabees br eathed oaswr §
. The whole combat’ base ‘seemed
1o relax with a collective sigh,
“The worst had not come. It ‘was

‘No.- Ame) ican

koutqde the Khe Sanh wire be-
1n91de'*. -

cau‘;e'lt is ‘too ddngemus
“T ‘believe

Thxoe Banve
greeted . the

“'I‘hcus the h'oubln mth thzs

blown - away,” Gunn muttered,

rubbing the lluck stubble on hls-
chin.- ‘

An Air 'Force C- 1‘30 tr anspmt
plane flew over the base to air-

~drop supplies. Mortars exploded,
~ground fire crackled around it.

Cargo parachutes fluttered out
The plane was safe.

Khe Sanh Base Commander
Col. David E. Lownds, 47, held
his 11 a.m. briefing for a hand-
ful of newsmen. As he began to
speak, mortars cracked 70 yards
away, and he beckoned everyone
inside his deep bunker.

This was the fourth briefing
in a row interrupted by mortars,
But Lownds was happy.

“Well, last night was not their
best effm‘t,” he said of the Com-
munist attack. “I don’t believe

Cin the

fare allowvd;‘}j ‘would be a

« you Trung Uy.‘] g
:(lxeutendm) 5 (yunn 1'0phed' R
.stood up from
:then‘ bunlmrs and
:,,'_mummg with a stretch, An auto-
matic weapon cracked out. from
“the near mdge Twa fnll. serious- -
Iy wounded.

~that -landed . in- the: v
. wire-‘at the no] thwo.st edyo of
““the base had uncovered-a - deep

stand up and you  get

m'on,t'- in
around the base -
‘people
’"!nmvmg out ‘there, I thought it
“sizable attack. He
“hit’in th)oo places, But the blg«,
“ogest is yet to come.; It wa.s a
"‘good night.” ' - LR
A few mmufes latw Lownch
was told. Ihat an enemy rocket ~.b1azlng o
~“That’s hall a million do]lduw
“down the drain. o
-evervone aboard, the fnst time.

eal Iy “evening,

b3 2

newly dug tunnel that ran nndor

- Mavine lines. He had one more
~worry to add to his burdens.

In the varly “afterngon  a

~Special Forces patrol returned

from a nearby ridgeline where

a U.S. Marine platoon was wiped

out a week earlier. The bodies
of the dead Marines wer ¢ still

~out there, The patrol, made up

of Montagnards, reported the
Marmes dog tags, rifles and
gas masks were taken by the
Communists.

Another aireraff, this time an
Air Force C-123  transport,
ground onto the airstrip. Rush-
ing to hoard was Hugh Van Es,
a voung . Dutch soundman for
NBC  (National Broadcasting
Company). The aireraft moved
up the ronway with a burst of
speed, gripped a.t the sky, then
twisted to the south and smashed
into a row of hunkers,

Van Es and the other nine on

602 Reds
Come OQver

SAIGON (AP) — Six hundred
and two Viet Cong and North
Vietnumese turned themselives
over to the South Victnamese
government since the Tet offen-
sive, it was reparied.

The governmoent Ministry of
Chiru Hoi, or open arms. re-
pmtcd lhdt 217 of the wrncoats

came in between Jan. 29 and
Feb. 4. The Communist Tet
offensive was launched Jun. 31,
I‘he following week produced 264

“returnees” and 21 were re-
ported for the week Feb. 1218,

The toral fux tne yvear up (o
Feb. 18 was reported at 1,781,

U.S. Disputes Radio Hanoi

VC ‘Tet Viciories’

SAIGON (UPl) — The US.
military  command in Vietnam
has issued a statement disput-
ing Radio Hanoi’s claims of “un-
precedented  suecesses™  during
the Tet offensive,

Attempting 1o show U
forces in a critical situation in
Hne. Radio Hanoi reporiedly
broadceast on Feb, 2‘7 that Com-
nunist forces had “put out of
action over 16,000 encmy troops
and captured over 1,000 otheys.”

However, the US. command

said total allied casuvaltics were
490 killed and 2,252 wounded,
including 124 Americans killed
and 1,008 Americans wounded,
“Known enemy losses during the
same period were 4,393 Lilled
and 1,123 individual and 146
crew-served weapons captured,”
the statement said.

[t also described as  false
Hunoi Radio’s claim on Peb. 23
tnat “patviotic army men in the
puppet 625th Civil Gnard Cem-
pany, guarrisencd at the Lo Te

P —

alled Lies

Airfield in Can Tho, on 14 Feb.
revolted and coordinared 1heir
action  with  the revolutionary

arined forces in assaulting the
enemy there, wiping out more
than 300 encmy tigops.”

The U.S. statement  said:
“There is no 639th Civil Suard
Cowmpany. The regional forces
unii at Can Tho did not revoli

but rathier materialiv assisted in
the defense of Can Tho when it
caliec under enemy sinall arms,
gutemuatic weapons and gecuil-
less ritle five?

perimeter

~Khe

.copters, planc:

‘no natural -

';vboam sCramb]pd out tln ough a
tiny window,

cratched and

bleeding. The mmtar‘ that had =
knocked the aircraft. from jts
~course -slapped in three more
rounds, woun(hn;, both  pilots,
“three television. ('mre«p(mden(s‘ '

who had Tun to the scene, and a

vhalf a-dozen Marines.

A Marine officer watchmg the
plane. commented,’

But. we saved
a dozen

we have done that in-

: wwnks 'I‘hw is fine.”” =

Night slowly de‘sconded

‘Sanh, - erasing  the ._wh«;\ll~
pocked -roads, the  splintered
buildings, the carcasses of helis
s and jeeps.

In the decper bunkers where
light penetrated,
night and ddy have no meaning.
The meaning down there is the

~thump of the incoming  shells

and the continuing wonder if the .

~stout roofs can survive a direct

hit from the
guns, ;

In one such bunker Seabee Lt.
Lux informed his men that an-
other red alert had been posted,

heavier enemy

“that attack could be imminent.

“Just cross  your fingers,”
Lux said, his vouthful face
crinkling into a grin under his
steel helmet, “We survived to-

day. Today was a very good
day., Let us hope tomorrow is

v

as good, no

S. Viet Air Bases
Busiest in World

SAIGON (Ol) — Three United
States bases i South Vietnam
topped the air traffic control op-
erations {ast vear at the largestg
United  States  commercigl  aip
termingl — O Hare International
Alrport in Chivaoo,

A Forcee  Connmunications
Service headquarters @i Scott
AFB, I, lisied Bien Hoa's op-
eralions at 753873, Da Nang's
at 714350 and Tan Son Nhut's
648137, O'llae officials countod
645 578 (,fiil‘jf'ag 1967,

Warse,

I)(l(,iik{, E:tar:a & .St; ripes  F
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Senate Votes Ban
On Transporting §
Riot Explosives

WASHINGTON (AP) —The Senate adopted an
smendment to the Civil Rights Bill Wednesday which
would make it a federal crime to transport across state
lines molotov cockisils and other explosives for use in

riots,

The senators killed a second proposal which would
make it a federal crime to engage in sniping, shooting,

McCarthy
Scores in
Minnesota

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. (UPD)
=Minnesota's “‘concerned Dem-
ocrats” Wednesday claimed a

mnine vlatnwe for Can
McCarthy in his first national
showdown against President
Johnson,

Support for the peace candi-
datc al Dumciialic-at i
Labor party precinct caucuses
Tuesday night stunned party
regulars in the home state of
Vice President Hubert llum-
phrey.

Nearly compieie retums
showed McCasthy captured the
three congressional districts in
the Minneapolis-St. Paul area,
entitling him 1o at Jeast 18 of
the state's 62 delegates to the
Democralic  Nationral Conaven-
tinn,

Defects—

{Contizued From Page 1}

live in the Uniled States
indefinitely, hut the polilical
background of the Crech offiver
may require him 1o try (o
divest himsell of Crzech cilizen-
ship and adopt American
nationality.

Trrerorn
Lupont

Permit Arabs to Vote

JERUSALEM (AP) — The
Avabs of DLiast Jovuaalem: will be
permilled Lo vole i e coming
elections to the Jerusalem

municipality, Justice Mimster
Stimshen Shanira told the

Knesset, Isracl's  Parliament.
There are several East Jerusa-
lem Arab councitlers an the Haly
City's municipality. They joined
when the city was united June
28 last year.

destroying property or other
violence.in a riot.

Sen. Russell B, Long, D-La.,
author of both proposals, urged
the Senate to adopt them if, as
he put it, it wanis to do some-
thing about such militants as H.
Rap Brown and Stokely Car-
michael,

The ban oa trapsporting or
manufacturing *in commerce”
any fircartn, cxplosive or in-
cendiary device for use in civil
disorders was adopted by a
vote of 72 to 23.

It was made 2 nart of the
Civil Rights-Open Housing Bill
on which the Senate has been
working since Jan. 18,

The Senate amended the open
housing section of its bill Wed-
nesdav to reauire that charges
of discriminaiion must be based
on bona fide cffers to buy cor
renl a house or an apartment.

Sen. Gordon Allott, R-Cola.,
author of the amendment, said
bona fide meant that a buyer
must be ‘“‘ready, willing and
able to perform.”

His amendment was one of
three quickly adopled at Wed-
nesday’s Senate scazion to the
part of the bill thal would make
it unlawful to refuse to sell or
rent a dwetling breause of raee,
color, religion or nattonal origin,

Ship Ablaze
In North Sea

HAMBURG, Germany (AlF)—
The 10,8¢0-ton {reighter Bavaria
was rocked by explosions in the
North Sea Wednesday night as
fire swoepl through its holds.

The Buvaria reperied s cargy
of general freight and chemicals
wus ablaze,

Radio Norddeich — a ship's
radio stution—which picked up
the first distress eall 6 aeid
all heip and  assistance”  said
part of the ship was an inferna,
A series of oexplosions below
deck lad spread th'., fire.

the blaze canfim*d to tlw holds,
but the fire was “‘very ficrce
and breaking out lo the decks,”

There were no reports of any
injurics,

A Mariee at Khe Sanh diga B a Mitis dm push, while bis lmlﬂl man & wachine gun stop

In preparation for a long-expected Communist

{Continmed From Page 1)
an altempt to veach the isolated
men,

“Wa holipvn thgt the fiue is

out now,” & spoke.xman for Car-
gill Salt Mines said al mid-
marning, “We did have a fire
which damaged a hols!, and
thal's why we can't gel the men
our."

At its headqurrters in Minne-
apolis, Minn., a Cargill spokes-
man said its safety director,
Roy Grelrer, reporied that
CMergency oXypen cquipment,
masks and lighting was situated
in the mining area where the
men were located,

Gretzer sawd 1ne Federal Bu.
reau of Mines, whose negrest lo-
cation is Dallas, had bern in-
furmed and that an emergency
crew from the bureau was pro-
paring to go to the scene,

The Cargill spokesiran said
the night crew supcriifendent
had called from the mining lev-
¢l about 11:30 p.m. Tuesday and
reporivd & fire in the shaft, pre-
sumably near the cage lift,

Rescue  units  expeeled it
woeuid  take several hours lo
recslablish commuaications,

since it was not known exaclly
where the men werg stronded,
Shafts seach to differcat Jdeptlh
levels and the miners could be
as deep as 1,200 feet.

Cargill's area headonarters is
in (_,.;Iume but the mine is lo-
vated 14 miles south in the
marshes reachable oniy by boat
or airplane, New Orleans is
about 120 miles northeast of the
area.

the “w"a‘.'e. Y

{AP Radiophoto)

l\éd: h"""i‘l \ul‘O

{Continned From Page 1)
cause each time one lands on
the Khe Sanh airstrip it draws
fire fram the entrenched Com.
munists, are used to ferry in
suppliee &nd ammunition.

The teansport plancs aiso foerry
fresh troops inta the base and
bring out those whose lours are

Pp. .

The downing of the plane came
g5 North Vietnamese xhelling of
the beleaguered combat base
appearad to be easing, During
the past 24 haurs the Marines
reported a lolxl of 100 incoming
rounds, a far cry from the mas-
sive poundings which huve gone
as high ax L3807 roundds in =
day.

in other war action, South

Russ Harass
U.S. Fisher

CAPE MAY, NJ. (AP)—Thr
Coast Guard ordered an armed
cutter an special patral Wednes-
day following an incident in
mtcmnatonal walies Lutelin a
large Russian fishing trawler
end = small Amcrican fishing
boat,

The Coast Guard said 36 fich-
ing trawlers moved in close fo
the American  vessel, lhe 42-
foot Sum Pal, and one crossed
its lines and severed them.

A Coast Guard spokesman
said the incident occurred Tues-
day about 17 miles soulh of
Cape May and outside the 12-
mile fishing territorial limit of
the United Siates.

Defiant Rhodesia Hangs 3 Africans

{Continued From Page 1)
deciared independence unilater-
aily 27 montis ago.

A police major held the un-
signed execution announcement,
while 2 captain nailed 1t (o the
Central Prisen door at 913
a.m,

Iu Lundun, Brilain iy wigenl-
Iy considering bringing murder
charges against kKey Rhodesian
rilers and the hangman, the
gavernment disclosed Wednes-
day.

Commonwzalth Secretary
George Thomson told a tumul-

24 Facific Stars & Stripes
Friday, March 8, 1968

tuous session of the House of
Commons that Brilain's  Alloy-
ney General, Siv Elwyn Jones,
“is  giving  urgemt  considera-
tion” g all the legal implica.
tivns of the executions,
Laborite questioner  Andrew

Faulds hnd asked specifically
,r tha B:-ofn-‘—;

.......

':‘"C"'t' cnowoud
seck to pumsh-—ewn with the
death penaliy=-the “judges, of-
ficers of the socalled govern-
ment of Suuthern Rhodesia, tiie
warders and the hangman.”
homson replied: Al those
mailers are for the auorney
generai dhid, #y 1 bdve aiready
irdicated, Lc is giving them ur-
gent consideration.'” -
In & chamber secthing with

searcely-contained anger, lead-
ing spokesmen of Britain's
three main parties—the ruling
Laborites, the opposition Con-
servalives  and  the  mid-road
Liberals—joined in condemning
the action of the Smith v"imc

Alihvous aud ia

defving the roval repricve,

1.
il “'“H‘“Er the

A mile frem the Westminster
Parlinment a posce af 40 mount.
ed and foot police stood wuard
oulside the Rhedesian Mission
where banner bearing demon-
strators varaded their nrotects

arrainst the executions.

The decision to go ahead with
the hangings came after a

seven-hour meeling of Premier
lan Smith’s cabinet in Salis-
bury Tuesday to discuss the
conscquences of the high court's
riling Maonday that Queen
Elizabeth's prerogotive of
granting mercy to the three
was incffective in Rhodeaia,

Defiance of the royval re-
prieve, experts said, would al-
most certainly moan the lagt
break  between  Britain and
Rhodesia, which stil! recognizes
the quecn as head of state and
pays tribate to her oas UQueda
of Rhodesin”

......

Tn Washineton, the United
States  officially  dueploved the
exceution.

Vietnamese Military Headquar-
ters reported at least three more

Cominunist mortar shellings ear.
|w "I"hnvu drﬂ

s

One bombardment of an un-
defermined number of mortar
rounds landed in the city of Ca
Mau, capital of the southern-
mosi province of South Vietnam,

The spoliesman said casual.
ties had nol yet been determined
but that a number of civilian
homes had been burnt.

From South Vietnam’'s cen-
tral highlands, Associaled Press
pbot:grapher Joe Holloway re.

a day-tong fight between
gnvirament enldinee and o YWied
Cong force less than seven miles
narth of the Moantagnard city of
Ran Me Thunt,

The fighting near Ban Me
Thuot was one of several sharp
ground clashes between US,
South Vietnamese and Commu-
nhist forces, Official Communiques
released by Allied commands
listed nearly 500 Viet Cong and
North Vietnamese troops killed
since Tuesday,

"(:. lazacs wWore e -nulu oy

13 killed and 54 wounded; gav-

ernment  casualties were  de-
scribed as lisht.
Weather
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