. through the low tunnel to
the men and, lel he t;

'(:1 amped,m a coal

‘ma to stand.

AP Radiopholo

A MINER'S WIFE EMBRACES HER HUSBAND AFTER HE AND 14 OTHERS WERE RESCUED AT HOMINY FALLS, W.VA,

"World Cat’
Sails Home

SAN PEDRO, Calif. (UPI)—
The 43-foot catamaran World
Cat sailed into Los Angeles Har-
bor Saturday with her jubilant
crew of two after a 30,000-mile,
world-circling cruise that began
here July 2, 1966,

Skipper Juergen Wagner and
crewman Holger Rahlff weath-
ered seven gales and 60-knot
winds in taking the double-
hulled sailboat across the Paci-
fic, Indian and South Atlantic
oceans and up the coasts of
South and Central America,

SAIGON (AP) — Viet Cong

guerrillas, trapped in a bomb-
raked pocket on Saigon’s south-
ern edge, made a desperation
assault Saturday night against
U.S. infantrymen who Kkilled
more than 100 of the attackers in
a flare-lit battle.

There was no report of Amer-
jcan casualties in the furious
fight that erupted at dusk when
several hundred guerrillas

emerged from the rubble and
rushed toward the U.S. lines
shouting and shooting.

When the attack broke in less
than an hour, troopers of the
U.8. 9th Inf, Div. counterat-
tacked,

“The count is probably over
100 now,” one officer said.
“We're sweeping the area and
finding more bodies all the
time,””

Fails;
South Saic

The clash was dbout 700 yards

southwest of the Y bridge,
onie  of three main bridges

across the Kinh Doi Canal that
links Saigon with the Mekong
Delta.

The enemy troops, believed to
be the remnants of some 1,000
soldiers from two veinforced
battalions, attacked two sides of
the American perimeter,
(Continued on Back Page, Col. 3)

ffrepreseniqhves
South Vietnam cmdf,
| allied gavern-;,.

" ments, as well as of
Russia, China and the
,» Ccmg National =
Liberation Front, from‘_, e

‘the initial iulks.. S
. The rule probably will-
be changed if the two-sided
- discussions

- other

V;if',Vlef

B solution.

d set - to !
Monday succeed in solv-
ing the big problem before
them—how to end the U.S.

~bombing of North Vietnam.

~That problem, U.S. officials

-agree, is the central issue of the

next round’ of negotiations,
though . they say some North
Vietnamese show of
“restraint” is  essential to a
‘ According to North
Vietnamese statements, the
bombing problem is the only
problem,

CIf it can be solved, the full
‘ange  of  Vietnamese peace-

making issues is expected to
come up for debate. And at that
point the interests of allies on
both sides would become much
more deeply involved.
President Johnson
that

has said
South Vietnam and othey

allies would be bhrought more
dircctly into the talks. They
now have observers here, In a
Jater stage of the talks they
would presumably have full-

fledged negotiators,
Similarly, U.S. officials ex-
(Continued on Back Page, Col, 2}

Well, Charles
—It's a Start

PARIS (AP)~The newspaper
Figavo summed up progress in
the U.S.-Victnamese pedace invets
ings Saturday with a cartoon
showing President Charies de
Gaulle listening at the confer-
ence door, and reporting:

“PThey're coming aiong!
They're ending the beginning of
the preamble of the prelude of
the preliminarvies to the pure-
liminaries.”’

start .

military

io exclude}[‘_?"“""




o ’j‘untxl photo reconnals.sance de-

the fuel ‘dump,

X »;T‘.mxles northwest of - Dong Hoi.
- was destroyed - Friday by Air
- Force P)'dntom erews. In: other
coast Air’
Force pilots - bombed “another
‘setting off one
while a

~strikes - along the
. storage area,’
secondary. ‘explosion:
highway - b"xdge was. destroved
with its cazuseway, -

In. addmon, Air’ Force pxlotsj
cut 17 roads and silenced four

antlaxrcraft ltes, in the Pan-
“handle. )

Navy- pllot', flew 61~ mxssxons

the Air Forze 42 and the Ma
“rine. Corp~; 10 for Fnday s total

of 113 missions,..
Thieu Sfarisf
IC h ] ‘

wats’ on TV

SAIGON (UPI) — President
Nguyen Van Thieu plans week-
dv ‘“fireside chats” with his
people as did America’s Pres-
ident Franklin D. Roosevelt,

The South Vietnamese presi-
dent made the first televised
speech Thursday. He announced
he would make key changes in
his government,

Next week, he said he would
outline the changes, His speeches
also will be broadcast over
government radio,

VC Kill 2 Officials

SAIGON (AP)—U.S. Officials
said Saturday a squad of Viet
Cong disguised in South Viet.
namese Army uniforms en-
tered a hamlet in Binh Dinh
Province and assassinated the
deputy hamlet chief and a visit-
ing hamlet chief from a neigh-
boring community,

& Pacific Stars & Stripes
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A Vactnamese woman lifts her child onto a
truck as cwilians flee thting in ‘the (.holon ,

"Cho!ohiRestdem’s Flee Battle

section of Sazgon. (,ivilian refugeeq have been g
estimated at 80 000 in the city.

(UPI Radxophoto)

U.S. Envoy io Laos
Holds Talks in Pqns

WA‘&HINGTON (AP) — “Am-

to Laos William H.
Sullivan = will return to the
United States shortly for con-
sultations and home leave, State
Depaxtment officials said Satur-
day. _

Sullivan, who played an im-
portant role in U.S,-North Viet-
namese exchanges leading up to
the Paris talks, stopped in the
French capital to confer with
the American delegation before
returning home,

The Washington-Hanoi mes-
sages, leading to the Paris dis-
cussions, passed mainly be-
tween Sullivan’s embassy at
Vientiane, the Laotian capital,
and the North Vietnamese em-
bassy there,

The question of North Vief-
namese forces in Laos has also
figured in the Victnam contro-
versy. Secretary of State Dean
Rusk ha» mdwated 2 Commu-

bassador:

Newsman Hunted

SAIGON (AP) — A search
was ordered Saturday  for
Ignazio Escurra, Argentine
news correspondent, missing for
at least two days while covering
the fighting around Saigon,

nist WLthdrawal from ~ Laos

should be part-of any general .

Southeast Asian peace settle-
ment
Some U.S. estlmates place up

to 45,000 North Vietnamese

troops along the Ho Chi Minh
trail infiltration route which
passes through Laos. The trail
is used by Communist forces
invading South Vietnam,
authorities say. :
Sullivan was also a key Amer-
ican diplomat at the 1962 (iene-
va conference which drew up
an agreement for Laos inde-
pendence and neutrality,

30 Viets Killed
In Mine Blasts

SAIGON (AP) — Thirty Viet-
namese civilians were killed and
30 wounded when two buses hit
Viet Cong mines on Highway 14
in the Central Highlands, the
government news agency Viet-
nam Press reported Saturday.

The report said the incident
occurred half-way between the
market town of Ban Me Thuot
and the Cambodian border, 160
miles northwest of Saigou,

U.S, -

Red Defector
,','Tofal Declines

- SAIGON (AP) — More than

1,000 Viet Cong and North Viet-

namese defected to the Saigon

government last meonth, the
ministry for the Open Arms
program announced Saturday.

But the total for the first four
months of 1968 was less than
one-fourth the total for the
same period last year.

From April 1 through April
27, 1,061 enemy troops deserted
to the government side, They
included 14 regular North Viet-
namese soldiers and 250 dissi-
dent members of the Hoa Hao
Buddhist sect in the Mekong
Delta.

The total through April 27 was
3,601, compared with 13,551 for
the same period of 1967,

Thieu June Trip Hinted

SAIGON (AP) — President
Nguyen Van Thieu of South Viei-
nam will visit President Johnson
in Washingion and tour several
other American cities in the
second half of June, according
to an informed source,

il WYO‘ L

: LCDl

-7 Cal
LCpI

" LCok

Pic, Willie L. ,Ponder, Ene, Po »

Sgt. John ‘Pate Jr., Knoxville, - B
Sfe: Melvin:: Pryor ~Sr., Dallas,~Texy. o0 00
Sgt, - Evans B, Crocker: Jr., Orange,” Tex.»;: S

Pfc.’ Donald  R.:Johnsoen, Palesting; Tex
YLt D Howard  Ri Cro‘rhers,
'1 vllle,

New Mqrﬂn
W.Va. »
Darrius W, Adams, Ivydale, WVa. B
Richord M Mur'nn, Encompmem,_;

SP4 Sontlogo Rodriguez Lebron,

Fa]ardo, S
; Puerto Pico, : f; -

; HMsn Gregory - G Prlfcheh‘, , How?horne,
- Callf.. |
HM3 Gory L. Pursons, Enducoﬂ. N Y.

Murine Corps *
Cpl Steve C& Wilder,. Blrminghom, Aia.
LCn! Allen- L. Yerry,” Tucson, Arlz..
Pfc. John L. Crechowskl Jr., Mesa, Ariz, -
Pufrlck 1. Bruckner, ,Gronodo Hills, -
~Calts :
|EJumes W Wrighf San Dlego,“*
Amile J. Duran, Deh‘m Cole. =
2Lt. - Patrick: & Hmrlngton, Hollywood,}

Fla.

- Pic, Jomés S. Benneﬂ, Augusic,.Gu.

Pfc, Roger -D.. Mllts, Linton, " Ind.

T4, George C. Norrls, Cantril; lowa,

Pfchames E.. Dickerson,,CoHege Park,
M .

Pfe, John F. Hutzell, Willlamsport, Md.
Pfﬁ Chrlstopher J.: Barber, Farmingdule,

i GYSqt
C.

46 Donald L. Carnes, Jocksonvllle.'b
LCol. Dale’ J. Hess, Dayton, Ohio.

Pfc. Donnie S. Keag, Elyria, Ohlo.. . .-
Edword c. MI!ler, Hollldaysbwg.

I e
LCol. Samuel A Singer, Philadelphia, Pa.
Plc.  Ray D. James, Tiptonvitle, Tenn, )
L.Col. Jesse E. Garcla, Martindale, Tex,
Pfc. Michael M. O'Brlen, Blg Spring, Tex.
1Lt Benjamin §. Fordham,  Monterrey,
Mexico, Entry In service: Quantico, Va.
LCp!l. Charles E. Allen, Newport News,

Va, :
LLCnl. Michael R, Diggs, Hampton, Va.
Pfc, Charles E. Johnsen, Richmond, Va.
Cpl. Allan C. Ward, Deerfleld, Wis,
Air Force

© Mo]. Teddy J. Temchesson, Waco, Tox.

DIED OF WOUNDS
Navy

SN William C. Sheldon, Chicago, Il
fAarine Corps

Pic, Jeffray. A, Yerion, Oriando, Fia.
pfc. Donuld R. Mock, Ponca City, Okla.

MISSING TO DEAD—HOSTILE
Army

Pic. Jerry R. Grubbs, Mendenhoall, Miss,
SSg. Hollis W, Buck, Browns Milis, N.J,

MISSING IN ACTION
Army

Pfc. Thomas Y. Long
Marine Corps
Russell W, Noyes
Air Force
Capt. Lyn D, Oberdier
DIED NOT AS A RESULT OF
HOSTILE ACTION
Army
sp4 Jehn C. Mattheisen, Kalispell, Monf,
Mdarine Corps

Sgt. Michael J. Charley, New Kensihgton,
Pa.

LCpl.

Air Force
Cept. Donald L. Merry, Riviera Bedch,
Fla,
Capt.  Edward C. Krawczyk:. Florissant,
Mo.

MISSING NOT AS A RESULT OB
HOSTILE ACTION
Huvy

BM3 Chorles L. Perry



| .hamuol 'v'W‘ Kostor,ﬂ (,‘()lﬂlnandpr of'lq
3 __fl"hts through an. enuny RPG 7

‘captured by‘

{ h(" 2nd "Bn., :hth Inf.,
Lt (,ol Normau L. Tl"(‘l"

oy C
Sr. (left).

QUANG TRI thnam (ISO)
helicnpter pllot:f

 -- A Marine
'rescued an. enmr(.h,d nine-man-

" reconnaissance team as he hov- :

~ered his aircraft under fire and
~used  the = chopper’s ~hoist

- snatch the sma]l umt from 1he.e
*?,_'enemv’s grasp.’

Capt.. Ronald. L._
‘with “Marine  Medium Hellcop-
ter 8q.-262 - (IMM-262), braved
intense enemy fire as his crew
~worked frantically to pick up a
‘Marine recon team with thlo
seriously wounded. ’
- The: team,"
miles north. of Camp Carroll,
asked to he lifted out after they
~were pinned down by enemy
grenades and automatic weap-
ons fire. Gatewood’s CI1-46 Sea
Knight, accompanied by two
Huey gunships- of Marine  Ob-
servation Squadron-6, (VMQ-6),
responded to the redio call.
The helicopter pilots discov-
ered that the ground Marines
were pinned down on a ridge.
Aircraft attempting a rescue
would come under heavy enc-
my f{ire from two sides and
from many adjoining hills.

The team was unable to

':move

Gatewood i
: 27 of Caxthage,,[nd., a -pilot

operatm" qcvoral ‘

sultable locatlon

~With darkncss appmdchmg,
Gatewood ‘decided to- atwmpt a
~ hoist plckup Meanwhile,
“other Huey gunship Jomed the'
_pair ~on station, and the three

an-

delivered C()nbldnt gun ‘cover
for Gatewood.
‘The HMM-262 mlot blought

his - large chopper down to tree-

) iop level and hovered as  the
nine Marines were hoisted out. "
~During the entire time he re-

ceived fire from several diree-
tions but directed the gunships

to firing encmy positions.

‘Wins Supply Trophy

- WASHINGTON (S&S) — Air
Force Chief of Staff Gen. John
P. McConnell “has announced
the selection of the Base Supply

“at Cannon AFB, N.M., as the

winner of the Duaedalian supply
effectiveness trophy with Wak-
kanai AS and Misawa AB, Ja-
pan, as the first and second-
place runnersup in a close com-
petition,

Lakenheath  AB, UK., was
cited for its outstanding base
suphly organization,

:ls woundcd to a more;

~the 2d Bn., 39th Inf.
onto a large Viet Cong weap- :
~ons cache near here, ;

, sweep one
~ mile: fr om this 9th Inf. Div. fire
“base -in the Meknng Delta. The
.sweeping
invar a canal when Sgt. Ldwin
over - a

liers,

FIR BASE MOOBE, _
nam (IO)-—A ‘:quad leader from -

C Co “wds on - a

second  platoon was

Williams- trlpped
pwce of cement, A
The bunker complcx con-
tal__ned' 148 bangalore torpedocs,
a 60mm mortar and $0 rounds
of ammunifion. 84 60mm mor-
tar fuses, 28 25-pound
one rocket launcher,
rockets, one 168 82mm mortar
rounds, 161 ignition cartridges
for - 82mm mortars, 24 AK-50
rifles, 38 automatic rifles, eight
AKS rifles, one machinegun,
36 AK-50 magazines, 21 bando-
69 ChiCom grenades, 139
case of AK-50 and  AK-AT
ammunition, 6,600 rounds of
12.7mm ammunition, 315 blast-
ing caps, 100 yards of deto-
nation cord, 200 yards of elec-
trical wiring and two cases of
spare parts [or weapons.

A Fire-Fight Sleeper

Gl Ignores Hot-Lead Reveille

CHU LAI, Vietham (I10) —
Some people are heavy sleepers.
Others are deep sleepers.

But Phillip W. Johnson of
Wellston, Okla., is the soundest
sleeper of all — for a while not
even a war woke him up.

Johnson, a machine gunner
with the 198th Light Inf. Bri-
gade’s I Troop, had just come
off guard., His section was pro-

tecting the Binh Son Bridge in
the Anerical Div.'s ared.
Ten minutes after Joehnson

plopped down on his cot cutside
his Hellcat Armored Personnel
Carrier (APC), enemy machine-
gun  bullets  spraved the alr
above him.

Spec.d Larry Fox of Sheloeia,
Pay., yvelled, *“Johnson, get up,
we're being attacked.” Johnson
didu't move. Fox yelled again,

as movre fire came in. Johnson
didin't move, Fox yelled again,
as more fire came in. Johnson
didn’t move. After a few more
rounds he woke up and slowly
started to fold up his cot.

Then the great awakener, a
grenade, landed so close 10
]uhnwn that the sand from the

explosion slammed agabist the
Lack of his legs.

Johnson woke up.

He threw his cot in the APC.

jumped behind his M69 machine
sun and started firing.

On and off for the next five
hours the men in the two Hell-
cats kept fiving, The Viet Cony
an oite occasion came within 75
meters of their position.

Twice during the night the
M60's  jammed, but  Johnson
who is described by the men o

+

his Helleat as “the  greatest”
when  working  with - weapons,
had them {ixed in short order.

“There was nothing to fixing
the guns,” Johnson said. "It
had to be onc of two things,
and the first one I tried
worked,” Johnson didn't men-
tion that there are more than
one or two things that can ga
wiong with a machine gun,

By the end of the night thic
guns bad done their w ark, Four-
teen Viet Cong were killed.

That morning the troopers re-
turned 1o base camp. After a
debrefing  and  some  mainten-

ance there would be just a few
vaore  hours  until the Helleag
waould move out on another nis-
sion, Move out, that s, if they

could get Johnson up — he had
Lone lu l;xl\ie 4 ndp.,

was almost dark. whm 1
~ Personnel : 92
moved ‘into posltwn on the Bmh
_:b(,n Bl Id%. ;

,a:-:ax ms
Loons.
'_tracks

o said S
“ o quiet and- thc next thing 1. knew
: ~,'we opcnvd up with all we- had »

 Smith's | tr ack  commander -

‘Vi(“‘t-‘uwoundod in hont of lum

stumbled *

mines, .
27 B-40-

CIIU LAT Vxe nam

Lc“ '“1”1 s

“8( \'on mvhh Uum (l‘ﬂ‘) thlS mel{“
“link dl()ng_lhg,hwzm I
- Heo t]mught his eighth nwht'
Cwould probahh" he :
~ block,: guard and witch thmugh-ﬂ -
-~ out the night. But he was
' to_change his mind.

he same:

“Hellcat 22, a part

szght Inf.. Brwad(, s Tr oop H,

;1‘1th (,cw.. was’ operaimg in th(, o
‘Americal Div. arca
T Cm‘ps. -

\few: mmutcs past 1
glenad(‘s ‘and - norlars

cand. automatxc
fm, opencd ‘

Cefpoall

Smith, “One mmut(, it.was

‘Shortlv alter the firing beg:

Ctrie
o1 was,”
o Lora
to the
~closed the ramp and jumped up
: ?(w take ovcr tho

Twa i
fi' I (_h(’(‘k(‘d comnio with (Hellc tt)* e

C 23 and then we gave it all we
had.: It was our first veal: fwht
~ Everyone knew - his B
© knew how to ;Det 11 dono 7 .Sdld.
Smithe - . ‘

500"  hours,

the. mgm;f” :

“Smith's track took a direct hit
from an enemy 57 mm recoilless
‘rifle.. Toward mor ning the liring
the

outhm n} .

© - dwindled
: ;,w1thdraw
lod(‘d around. thc tracks, Small;vfk ked with 14:kills.
ap- o

. numbe

feuf )
vv_ch(,n mohts of wamngI

‘(1710 ‘make it hack {o where o
~said Smith, - “but fells

‘out and carried him back
{rack: got him into it,

50 (‘ahber e

“C;uddcnlsﬁ ; ; .
Hin Lommcmd of the wl.v

job and S

“The battle,‘{ k(*pt up for fn' Bt
“jts: intensity. rising and
allmg with Viet - Long deter-

~mination o destroy the bridge.

and th (,on"-'

Helleats 92 and 2‘3 were credlt»»"

“There’ was no 0

Joubt - about those .50 caliber =
“Us”, said Smith. The Hellcati"

: a1 hdd three: wounded
happened ;so fast ”};:f
 with it Hellcat 22 moved out to
-~ check the area fm*enemy bodlc
and: t,nemy equipment.

" The sun finally came up. andil? ‘

I guess eight ‘is our. luvlsv"
“said. - Smith, after

Sleepy-Time

Ist Li. Glenn K. Bowman leads o young

the hoy,

bduivtwm by the Receonnaissanee ﬁ'thmm s B, 3540 Infl

Eai orphanage.

Boy Gets Hand

srpban off to hed after

who hus been nicknamed Tom, was found steeping on the
After a

pight's sleep and breakfast, Toin went o his new honie i@ {hu

(LA}



4 tomadlc winds. p
*.'_:‘one “huge barn,
-mobile home over on its side,

 unroofed a store and took- thef'
froofs off ‘many barns.

. "Rains - began easmg
:”';octlone ‘of the state, but a
~ morning deluge at San Antomo
_sent water gushizig across low-
water . cossings.  San - Antonio
~police and - Bexar

in low sectxons of town., ,

W,eaihei’..
- Aslan ~Weather Central
- TOKYO AREA

Sunday Wight: Cloudy with “Rain; Low:
High 50s -
Monday: Cloudy with Rain in Morning;
High: - High &0s :
- TEMPERATURE
_May 1Y

H L : ' H L
Bangkok 93 77 Naha 81 73
Chitose 59 43 Saicon 95 U5
Guam . a7 79 Seoul .. 48 57
Htazuke 66 64  Talpel 9073
Manila 95 78  Tokyo 70 59

ML H L
Albany 72 52 - Memphis 76 - 64
Albu'que 73 44 Miami 77—
Atlanta 75 54 Milwaukee 60 44
-B'minghomy 79 57 Moscow 73 50
Bismarck 61 3% N. Orleans 81 67
Boige 80 59 NYC 76 &0
Bosfon 73 58 N. Platte 65 49
Chicago 88 51 Okla. City &7 57
Cincinnatl 48 50 Omaha 63 42
Cleveland 7145 Paris 59 52
Denver 70 42 Phila. 77 58
Des Moines 57 37 Phoenix 91 43
Detroit 74 46 Pit'burgh 66 52
Duluth 62 N Pori,, O. 72 48
Fargo 85 37 Rapid City 64 40

Fort Worth 73 &4
Honu Kong 83 74 Richmond 64 40
Honolulu 81 N Singopore 89 75
Houston 78 72 St. Louis 71 46
tnd'potls 70 44 S$t. Paul w33
Jack'ville Bl 49 Salt Lake 15 46
Jakarta 94 75 S. Antonio 84 69
Kunsas City 67 51 Sun Diego 68 59
K. Lumpur 93 74 San Fran, 56 5

Reno V2 ST

Las Vegas 86 61 Seattle 74 50
London 57 48 Shreveport 77 &6
LA, &7 53 Sydney 75 &4
Louisville 72 52 Tucson 82 57
Melbourne 63 36  Wash. 8 6%
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slammed one

. over:

County.
. ‘wsheuff’s officers . reqcued four
persons: whose cars flooded out :

“tlement,"

a[ter some 20 000

arched - pnacefully

'uouUh the Latm Quarter 1<

(Continued From Page 1)

pect a move by North. Vletnamj"

~to bring ‘in 1ep1'esentat1ves of
the Natlonal Liberation. Front
. and pr obably Communist China,
- Russia and perhaps. North Ko-
“rea. The only problem in thatv
lineup. would. be' caused - by the -

thlonal ‘Liberation Front
That  organization, whxch

Americans consider to ‘be con-

trolled by Hanoi, is, the pohtlcal

-arm. of the Viet Cong.. .
North Vietnam's opemn" posn-
- tion for peace negotiations has
been for several years that the
NLF must be given the domin-
~ant share of political power in -
“any South Vietnamese peace set-
United  States,

The
backing the Saigon government,
has rejected such a solution,

1arge past burning

pinned in- there for four days
‘and must have been very low

on food and ammunition.”

~_The 9th. Div. had rem‘forced:'
thq initial maneuver units Sat--
uxday and when the guermllas

made their night attack they

ran into two battalions in in-
“terlocking fire positions with ar-
‘mored support, o

The cluster of vnllages south
~of the “Y” bridge has been the
last major pocket of enemy re-

sistance since the Communist
command launched its latest at-

~Cong tried to slip in remforce-,
“ments but a -spokesman’ at the
~ U.S.- command  said ‘the enemy -
-did not appear ‘to be capable
of thxowmg

’homes as thcy: battle Vict Cong forces,holdmg- ou

- (Continued From Page 1)

" “We had drawn our men back
x;mto a wagon-train defense with
-armored ‘personnel - carriers in
* support ~and ‘they ' (the. Com- .
[mumsts) didn’t have 'a chance,”.
“the officer said, ‘‘They’ve been

of Saxgon Saturday E

another
punch.

The U.S. command gaVe thxs[j
repmt on casualties from fight-
“ing in the capital military dis-
trict, which includes Saigon and
most of surroundmg Gia Dinh

Province, - :

since Sunday:
- Viet Cong, 2,145 killed, 53

prisoners. and 172 sugpects de- -
tained, U.S. losses, 47 kxlled, 326

wounded and 2 missing. Viet-
namese government troops, 72

, kxlled and 317 woundul

15

(Continued From Page 1)
their homes minutes after the
rescue and a preliminary medi-
cal checkup. Nine later went to
a hospital in nearby Richwood
for ohservation,

“They are strong raen and all
appear to be none the worse for
their experience,” said Sister
Mary Monica, administrator of
Sacred Heart Hospital. ““Some
are suffering from minor dizzi-
ness and a weakness in their
legs, but this is only to be ex-
pected.”

The breakthrough to the men
—marooned one mile from the
mine entrance—came almost
suddenly, It followed a frustrat-
ing night when rescue directors
had to set back the estimated
rescue hour time and again.

Though officials knew the men
were on high ground and dry,
they wanted the water level in
the flooded passageway as low
as possible, Giant pumps,

liners Saved in

capable of draining 3,200 gallons
per minute from the shaft, la-
bored through the week to lower
the water. ’

The miners, once the safety
engineers reached them, climbed
aboard the slow-moving con-
veyor belt, lying as flat as they
could, and moved toward the
mine opening where families
and scores of newsmen waited,

Elwood O'Dell was the first
man out, then another, then a
group of six. Another few sce-
onds and the final seven fols
lowed.

*“This is really it,” shouted
Mrs. Lonnie Bennett, *this is
really the best time.”

Her husband’s soot-covered
face had a smile on it and a
burning cigarette hung from one
corner of his mouth,

Women rushed to grab their
husbands with big hugs. Friends
patted them on the back,

Some of the men were dazed

by daylight after five days in

darkness breken only by miners’
lamps on their helmets and
flashlights lowered through air
tubes.

Water poured through the
mine wall Monday where the
work crews were cufting a coal
vein, They apparently broke
through to an adjacent aban-
doned mine filled with water,

Thirteen men in one group
were stranded one mile from
the mine entrance. Two others
were trapped a mile and a half
into the mine. The 10 still miss-
ing were two miles inside the
downhill-sloping tunnel.

Surface crews on top of the
mountain kept pumps operating
to drain the tunnel to enable
searchers to look for the 10
missing men,

Officials gave no estimate of
when the others might be
reached,

-strong.

"'the U.S. 1st Air Cav.
- Marines from the 26th Regt.
' were rushed to the north of the
~ big Marine base at' Dong Ha to

.'spokesman saxd -nearly

1000 “additional enemy . troops'”,“ '
have ‘been slain ‘outside the -

}capltal mllxtary ‘district in-
- clashes with allied troops: along- :
~Saigon’s outer defense rmg

The Communist: co. mm and

"‘nleanwhlle ‘kept pressure on

U.S. forces Saturday . just. below

~ the eastern quarter “of the De-
- militarized Zone, -

Hehcopter borne ‘troops from)
Div, .and

meet the renewed North Viets

~namese assaults along the DMZ,

In a series of five fights
around Dong Ha over the last
24. hours, ranging from five to

11 miles below the DMZ, U.S.

Marines and Army troops re-
ported Kkilling 442 North Viet«
namese, American casualties
were put at 24 kllled and 54
wounded.

In the latest fight Saturday
between Dong Ha and Gio Linh,
another Marine strongpoint to
the north, a company of rein-
forcing infantrymen from the
U.S. 199th Light Inf. Brigade
came under heavy small-arms
fire, The infantrymen backed
off while American bombers
pummelled the North Vietnam-
ese, reportedly kxlhng 56 ene-
my,

American troops sweeping the
battlefield later picked up 93
weapons. U.S. casualties were
put at one killed and two wound-
ed.

The latest toll of 442 North
Vietnoanese reported slain
raised to 1,500 the number of
enemy claimed killed by Amer-
ican soldiers and air strikes in
fighting around Dong Ha during
the last two weeks., Some Mu.
rine units also have taken
heavy casualiies,
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